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Skidmore anthropologists welcome you to the 2016 NEAA annual meeting! 

We are delighted to welcome over 160 anthropologists from nearly 45 schools and organizations 

to Skidmore College for the 56th NEAA Annual Meeting.  Over the years, Skidmore faculty and 

students have appreciated the generosity we received while attending NEAA meetings hosted by 

other schools.  This year, we are doing our best to give something back.     

Anthropologists of every subfield responded to our call to present papers and posters to share 

ideas about the human condition.  In addition to variety of organized sessions and volunteered 

papers, a number of special events explore visual approaches to telling and showing narratives 

about human experiences.  We will also share ideas and good cheer at our receptions and the 

closing banquet, celebrating everyone’s achievements.  And be sure to check out this year’s 

NEAA t-shirts!   

Saratoga Springs – our ‘city in the country’ – offers fascinating places to visit and people to 

meet.  You can’t go wrong with the eating recommendations by local anthropologists!  And the 

student social events are good ways to travel like an anthropologist.   

Special things happen at NEAA! Be curious and be adventurous and you will discover that 

special thing.  

Michael C. Ennis-McMillan,  

Associate Professor of Anthropology and 2016 

Annual Meeting Conference Chair 

Anthropology Department 

Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, New York 

56th NEAA Annual Meeting - Conference Committee 

Michael C. Ennis-McMillan, Conference Program Chair 

Bernardo Ramirez Rios, Conference Co-Organizer 

Matthew V. Kroot, Conference Co-Organizer 

Theresa Wagner, Conference Coordinator 
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NEAA Executive Board 2015-2016 
     

    President: Alan Hersker, SUNY Potsdam 

    President-Elect: Curtiss Hoffman, Bridgewater State University 

    Past-President: Don Pollock, SUNY Buffalo 

    Secretary: Ammie Mitchell, SUNY Buffalo 

    Treasurer: Anne Galvin, St. John’s University 

    Board Member-at-Large: Jessica Skolnikoff, Roger Williams University 

    Program Chair: Michael C. Ennis-McMillan, Skidmore College 

    Past-Program Chair: Robert Welsch, Franklin Pierce University 

    Graduate Student Representative (2015-2016): Eliott Rousseau, Brandeis 

    Graduate Student Representative (2015-2016): TBA 

    Undergraduate Student Representative (2015-2016): Grace Bello, Bridgewater State 

    Undergraduate Student Representative (2015-2016): TBA 

    Website Coordinator: Angela Labrador, UMass Amherst 
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GENERAL MEETING INFORMATION 
 
Registration

The Check-In and Registration tables are located in the Gannett Lobby of Palamountain Hall (see map of 

NEAA meeting spaces).  

Registration Times:  

Friday, April 22:  11:00 am–4:00 pm 

Saturday, April 23: 8:00 am–4:00 pm 

 

The registration area also includes: 
 Information for conference participants 
 Meal tickets to purchase for eating on campus at the Murray-Aikins Dining Hall 
 NEAA t-shirts 

 

Organized Sessions and Special Events

 

All organized sessions and special events except the banquet and special lunch meetings are free 

to all registered conference participants.  The banquet requires advanced registration and 

payment.  Several lunch meetings listed on the program require advanced registration. 

 

Parking

Visitors are welcome on our campus and there are no requirements to register visitor's vehicles that are 

parked during normal business hours and do not plan to remain on campus overnight. See campus map 

for closest parking to the NEAA meeting spaces.  

 

Wi-Fi

The network “SkidmoreGuest” is freely available for use, no password is required. 

 

ATM

An ATM on campus is located on the second floor of Case Center near the elevator opposite to Burgess 

Café. It serves the NYCE, Honor, and PLUS networks; for all other networks, there is a $3 bank fee to 

use the ATM. There are numerous ATMs and banks in downtown Saratoga Springs, including a Bank of 

America ATM on Division Street, a short walk from the Division Street stop on Broadway using the 

CDTA 473 bus.  

 



 

6 

 

Dining Options

Conference packets include information about eating on campus and in Saratoga Springs.   

 

Skidmore Shop

The Skidmore Shop is located on the 1st floor of Case College Center.  Office supplies and Skidmore 

apparel are available for purchase. 

 

Hours:   Friday 8:30am-5:00pm 

Saturday 12:00pm-3:30pm  

            (Closed Sundays) 

Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery

 

Free for NEAA participants with a name badge 

 

Thursday, April 21 
Noon - 9pm: Gallery hours 

 

5:30pm - Art Talk with photographer, Kurt Markus:  Kurt Markus began his photography career 

capturing the landscape and life of the American West and has gone on to explore a wide range of 

subjects, including music, sports, celebrity, travel, journalism, and fashion. Works by Markus were 

recently gifted to the Tang Museum and are currently on view in the exhibition Borrowed Light: 

Selections from the Jack Shear Collection. Join us for a special evening with an artist exploring his 

work.    

Kurt Markus (b. 1947) is a self-taught Santa Fe-based photographer originally from rural Montana. 

Markus was a writer and editor for Western Horseman magazine before pursuing a career as a 

photographer. Influenced by his native Montana, Markus became well known for his photographs of 

life in the American West, and imagery of western cowboys, horses, and landscapes continue to 

play an important role in his work. 

7:00pm - Line Magazine Release Party:   Celebrate the latest issue of LINE, Skidmore's student-run 

art review magazine with live student performances, food, and free copies of the new issue. This 

event is free and open to the public.  

 

Friday, April 22 
Noon - 9pm: Gallery hours 

7:00pm - Element Fashion Show:   Come see designs created by Skidmore College students at the 

2016 ELEMENT Fashion Show! Organized by Skidmore College's ELEMENT Fashion Group.   

Saturday and Sunday, April 23-24 
Noon - 9pm: Gallery hours 

 

On view: 

Alma Thomas 

Borrowed Light: Selections from the Jack Shear Collection 

Liz Collins Energy Field 

 

https://tang.skidmore.edu/exhibitions/181-borrowed-light-br-selections-from-the-jack-shear-collection
https://tang.skidmore.edu/exhibitions/181-borrowed-light-br-selections-from-the-jack-shear-collection
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EXHIBITS 
 

 

Location: Bolton 280 (around the corner from the registration area) 

 

Hours: Friday, April 22, 2:00 pm-6:30 pm 

Saturday, April 23, 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

 

 

Exhibitors: 

 

W. W. Norton & Company 

Representative: Linda Larrabee 

llarrabee@wwnorton.com 

 

Oxford University Press 

Representative: Sarah Welsch 

sarah.l.welsch@gmail.com 

 

Massachusetts Archaeological Society 

Representative: Alan F. Smith 

al.smith1127@gmail.com 

 

Mayan Hands 

Representative: Anne Kelly 

anne@mayanhands.org 

 

The Cultural Media Archive 

Representative: Jill Seymour 

jillrseymour@gmail.com 

 

School for International Training (SIT) 

Representative: Jennifer Cinti 

jennifer.cinti@sit.edu 

 

Icarus Films 

 

University of Toronto Press 

mailto:llarrabee@wwnorton.com
mailto:sarah.l.welsch@gmail.com
mailto:al.smith1127@gmail.com
mailto:anne@mayanhands.org
mailto:jillrseymour@gmail.com
mailto:jennifer.cinti@sit.edu
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Thanks to Icarus Films for providing 

new releases for the NEAA Film 

Forum. 

 

 
 

SPECIAL THANKS 

 

The 56th NEAA Annual Meeting has benefited from support from individuals and offices.  The 

Conference Committee is especially grateful to Beau Breslin, Dean of the Faculty and Vice President for 

Academic Affairs at Skidmore College for his generosity in providing additional funds to bring invited 

speakers and support student participants.  We also thank Wendy LeBlanc, Stephanie Wyld, and Alyssa 

Meyers from Special Programs, Skidmore College for their assistance in planning the conference.  At 

Skidmore College, we also benefited from support from Dining Services, Media Services, and Facilities 

Services.  The Anthropology Students provided invaluable input and volunteer service. Thanks to 

everyone!  

 

56th NEAA Annual Meeting - Conference Committee 

Michael C. Ennis-McMillan, Conference Program Chair 

Bernardo Ramirez Rios, Conference Co-Organizer 

Matthew V. Kroot, Conference Co-Organizer 

Theresa Wagner, Conference Coordinator 

Jamie Weiner, Editorial Assistant 
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56th NEAA Annual Meeting 

Opening Plenary 

Friday, April 22 

4:00-5:15 pm 

Gannett Auditorium 

Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, NY 

Visualizing Humanity, Imagining 

Anthropology: A Panel Discussion 

Our opening plenary session invites a panel of anthropologists to discuss the conference theme 

“Visualizing Humanity: Engaging Local, Regional, Global Perspectives.”  Each panelist continues the 

discussion in an invited session focusing on a subfield in anthropology.   

PANELISTS 

Dr. John P. Hart, Director of the Research and Collections Division, 

New York State Museum 

Dr. Hart has worked at the New York State Museum for 22 years. He holds 

a Ph.D. in anthropology from Northwestern University. Dr. Hart’s research 

has focused on the evolution of agriculture and chronology building in 

New York and the greater Northeast.   

His invited session includes current work with colleagues on social 

network analyses in northern Iroquoia to help elucidate how Iroquoian 

people interacted during the A.D. 1350 to 1650 period.   

Dr. Walter Little, Professor Anthropology, University at Albany 

Walter Little's multi-sited ethnographic research in Guatemala and Mexico 

aims to better understand the politics of identity, international aid and 

economic development, heritage and tourism in urban places, and 

handicrafts and marketplaces. He is the author of Mayas in the 

Marketplace (2004) that won Best Book of 2005 from the New England 

Council for Latin American Studies. His co-edited volume, Street 

Economies in the Urban Global South (2013) won the Society for the 

Anthropology of Work Book Prize in 2014. 

His invited session explores a multi-disciplinary effort to study Triqui 

Oaxacan experiences though community engagement and transnational 

ethnographic and linguistic research between Oaxaca and the Capital 

Region. 
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Dr. Margaret S. Winchester, Research Associate of Health Policy and 

Administration, Pennsylvania State University 

Dr. Winchester is the Coordinator of the Pan University Network for 

Global Health (PUNGH) at Pennsylvania State University. Her research 

focuses on health and vulnerability with marginalized populations. For a 

decade, she worked in Uganda, through her doctoral research, as a lecturer 

at Makerere University, and with the Center for AIDS Research and Center 

for Social Science Research on AIDS. She completed postdoctoral work in 

the Department of Geography at Pennsylvania State University, on the 

political ecology of health in South Africa.  

Dr. Winchester is working on the development of the concept of 

therapeutic landscapes through the intersection of geography and 

anthropology and expanding her focus in global health with the PUNGH. 

MODERATOR 

Dr. Bernardo Ramirez Rios, Visiting Professor Anthropology, 

Skidmore College 

Dr. Ramirez Rios is a visual anthropologist whose research focus 

embodies Sports, Migration, and Identity Studies. His recent visual 

essay La Copa Benito Juarez: Oaxaqueño Basketball in the USA and 

Mexico explores how the sport of basketball provides Mexican 

migrant communities with an opportunity to retain culture.  

He teaches visual methods courses for the department of 

anthropology at Skidmore College and has been engaged with visual 

campus initiatives such as the visual literacy forum on assessment, 

Storytellers Institute, MDOCS, and Media and Film Studies.  
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Keynote Speaker 
Saturday, April 23, 2016 

7:00-7:45 p.m. 

NEAA Banquet  

 

Margaret S. Winchester 
Research Associate of Health Policy and Administration 

Penn State University 

 

Blurring Boundaries, Visualizing Solutions: 

Applying Anthropology in Global Health Research 
 

 
 

Abstract:  The subfield of medical anthropology overlaps with multiple other disciplines, in its emphasis 

on culture, health, and relativism. As such, medical anthropologists can make significant contributions to 

the growing arena of global health research. My work focuses on the health of vulnerable populations in 

sub-Saharan Africa, including those affected by HIV, intimate partner violence, and poverty. Using my 

interdisciplinary research with bioethicists, geographers, sociologists, health economists, and public 

health practitioners, I discuss some of the concrete applications of medical anthropology. In particular, I 

use mapping from a project on the political ecology of health in rural South Africa to show the utility of 

visualization and contributions from multiple fields to examining healthcare access and natural resource 

use, and improving research methodology. The geographic concept of therapeutic landscapes emerges 

from this work, and can benefit from cultural insight into the significance and subjectivity of particular 

spaces of healing.  

  

Biography:  Margaret S. Winchester is a Research Associate of Health Policy and Administration and also 

Coordinator of the Pan University Network for Global Health (PUNGH) at Pennsylvania State 

University. She studied anthropology at Skidmore College and presented a senior paper titled “A Footnote 

to Uganda’s Success Story: Limitations of HIV/AIDS Prevention in Kalangala District” at the NEAA 

annual conference at Dartmouth College in 2004.  Dr. Winchester went on to earn her master’s degree 

and doctorate in medical anthropology from Case Western Reserve University. Her research focuses on 

health and vulnerability with marginalized populations. For a decade, she worked in Uganda, through her 

doctoral research, as a lecturer at Makerere University, and with the Center for AIDS Research and 

Center for Social Science Research on AIDS. She completed postdoctoral work in the Department of 

Geography at Pennsylvania State University, on the political ecology of health in South Africa. Currently, 

Dr. Winchester is working on the development of the concept of therapeutic landscapes through the 

intersection of geography and anthropology and expanding her focus in global health with the PUNGH.  



 

 

 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY, April 22, 2016 
 

Check-In 11:00 am-4:00 pm Gannett Lobby (Palamountain Hall) 

 Check-In and Registration  
Meal Tickets – Lunch tickets for Friday and Breakfast/Brunch tickets for Saturday for 

the Murray-Aikins Dining Hall are available for purchase at the check-in and 

registration tables.  

NEAA Board 11:30 am-1:30 pm Murray-Aikins Dining Hall, 2nd Floor 

 NEAA Board Meeting and Lunch – For Board Members only 

ORGANIZER: Alan Hersker, NEAA President (SUNY Potsdam) 

NY-6 Lunch 12:00 noon-1:15 pm Murray-Aikins Dining Hall, Test Kitchen 

 NY-6 Networking Meeting and Lunch – Advanced Registration 

Required 

ORGANIZER: Michael Ennis-McMillan (Skidmore College) 

Exhibits 2:00 pm-6:30 pm Bolton Hall 280 

 Visit the exhibit area to view information on new publications, films, and programs.   

F-01 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Bolton Hall 282 

 Migration, Community, and Culture in the Northeast  
 

CHAIR: Kathryn Stam (SUNY Polytechnic Institute) 

2:00 pm Kathryn Stam (SUNY Polytechnic Institute) The Faces of Refugee Resettlement in 

Central New York 

2:20 pm Melissa McGovern (Le Moyne College) More than a Transaction: Building a 

Community in the Asian Markets on the Northside of Syracuse, NY 

2:40 pm Margaret Wehrer (SUNY Polytechnic Institute) Guatemalans navigate kinship and 

friendship as migrant dairy workers 

3:00 pm Jennifer A. Cook (University of Connecticut) The new migrant middle class? Legal 

migration and implications for social mobility 

3:20 pm Yiyun "Evian" Pan (Skidmore College) Recovering the Stories of Chinese 

Immigrants in the Spa City 

F-02 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Davis Auditorium (Palamountain Hall) 

 

 
Visual Representation and Analysis in Archaeology 
 

CHAIR: Michael S. Zimmerman (Bridgewater State University) 

2:00 pm Joseph W. Zarzynski (Maritime Archaeologist & Independent Researcher) 

Documentary: "Iron Sentries--The Mystery Cannons of Fort William Henry" (Pepe 

Productions) 

2:30 pm David J. Breeckner (Trinity College Dublin) The Case for Ceramic Analysis. From 

Settlement to City-State: a study of Minoan Ceramics 
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3:00 pm Michael S. Zimmerman (Bridgewater State University) Visualizing Narratives of 

Destruction: How Archaeologists are Responding to the Destruction of Cultural 

Heritage 

F-03 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Palamountain 303 

 Constructing Identities: Body, Performance, and Social Status 
 

CHAIR: Jimmy C. Powell (University at Albany, SUNY) 

2:00 pm Ajanee Biggs (SUNY Potsdam) Carnevale: Farewell to the flesh 

2:20 pm Jason Singh (Loyola University Maryland) Saintmaking: The Construction of 

Patriarchal Identity in Conservative Churches 

2:40 pm Jimmy C. Powell (University at Albany, SUNY) The Slippages of Selfhood: 

Homosexuality and Islam in a Post 9/11 World 

3:00 pm Rebecca Katz (Skidmore College) “A Spa for Men”: Social Support in an Old-

School Barbershop 

3:20 pm DISCUSSANT: Deborah P. Amory (SUNY Empire State College) 

F-04 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Emerson Auditorium (Palamountain Hall) 

 

 
Community Engagement: Anthropologists and Non-Profit 

Organizations 
 

CHAIR: Joyce Bennett (Connecticut College) 

2:00 pm Joyce Bennett, Tim Hartshorn, and Charlie Massey (Connecticut College) Seeing 

the Forest: Intersectional approaches to volunteers in New London, CT 

2:20 pm Anne M. Galvin (St. John's University) Making a Fair Trade Campus: Academic 

Service-Learning as Collaborative Research Technique at St. John’s University 

2:40 pm Alan L. Hersker (SUNY Potsdam) Organizational Anthropology in the Service of 

Rural Non-Profits 

3:00 pm Miranda Brock (Swimdo) Sink or Swim: An analysis of the emerging swim culture in 

Bali 

3:20 pm Discussion 

 

F-05 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Dana Science Center, 3rd Floor Hallway 

 

 

 

 

Poster Session – Cultural and Medical Perspectives  
 

1.  Jie Li (Skidmore College) A Visual Examination of the Spatial Dynamics within 

the Fez el Bali 

2.  Nina Daniels (Wells College) Growing Experiences: An Analysis of Benefits and 

Threats a Community Garden Poses to a College Environment 

3.  Catherine Sharkey (University at Albany, SUNY) The Bennington Flag and How 

Oral Traditions Conflict with Material Reality 

4.  Samantha J. Nichols (SUNY Potsdam) Gendered Ink: An Ethnographic and 

Visual Study of Gendered Identities 

5.  Anamaria Iosif Ross (SUNY Empire State College) Promoting Breastfeeding: 

Challenges and Initiatives in the Mohawk Valley 

6.  Sarah Auer, Matheus Lima, and Britney Smart (Skidmore College) Doulas: 

Reconstructing Pregnancy as an Empowering Rite of Passage 
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F-09  2:00 pm-3:45 pm Palamountain Hall 300 

 

 

 

Film Forum – New releases provided by Icarus Films 

ORGANIZER: Jessica Skolnikoff (Roger Williams University) 

 

Nefertiti's Daughters <http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/nef.html> - Female street 

artists are on the front lines in the fight for freedom in Egypt today. (new July, 

2015)  40 minutes 

 

East Punk Memories <http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/punk.html> - Punks who 

struggled with Hungary's communist regime discuss their experiences, music and 

mohawks. (new May, 2015)  51 minutes 

Break  3:45 pm-4:00 pm Gannett Lobby (Palamountain Hall) 
 Refreshments available in the registration area.  Check out the posters! 

 

Plenary 4:00 pm-5:15 pm Gannett Auditorium (Palamountain Hall) 

 Opening Plenary – Visualizing Humanity, Imagining 

Anthropology 
  

WELCOME: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MODERATOR: 

 

PRESENTERS:   

  

  

 

Michael C. Ennis-McMillan, Associate Professor of Anthropology, 

NEAA Program Chair (Skidmore College)  

Crystal D. Moore, Associate Dean of the Faculty (Skidmore 

College) 

Heather Hurst, Chair, Anthropology Department (Skidmore 

College) 

 

Bernardo Rios (Skidmore College)  

 

John P. Hart (New York State Museum) 

Walter E. Little (University at Albany, SUNY) 

Margaret S. Winchester (The Pennsylvania State University) 

Reception 5:15 pm-6:30 pm Gannett Lobby (Palamountain Hall) 

  

Reception with Cash Bar – Featuring local food items!  

 
Social Event 6:45 pm Case Center & Tang Museum 

 Spring 2016 ELEMENT Fashion Show 
 

ORGANIZERS: MJ Lynn and John Kolios (Class of 2016, Skidmore College) 

Come see designs created by Skidmore College students at the Spring 2016 

ELEMENT Fashion Show!  The event takes place in the Tang Museum. Meet at 6:45 

p.m. outside of Case Center, on the south side near the bus stop.  We will walk over to 

the Fashion Show – for all who are interested! Afterwards, join us for some downtime 

in Case Center. 

  

http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/nef.html
http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/punk.html
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SATURDAY, April 23, 2016 
 

Check-In 8:00 am-4:00 pm Gannett Lobby (Palamountain Hall) 

 Check-In and Registration  
Meal Tickets – Breakfast/Brunch tickets for Saturday for the Murray-Aikins Dining 

Hall are available for purchase at the check-in and registration tables. 

 

Exhibits 8:00 am-4:00 pm Bolton Hall 280 

 Visit the exhibit area to view information on new publications, films, and programs.   

 

S-01 8:30 am-10:15 am Davis Auditorium (Palamountain Hall) 

 

 

 

Organized Session – Museums and Social Construction of 

Meaning 
 

ORGANIZERS: Sónia Silva (Skidmore College) and Christopher B. Steiner 

(Connecticut College) 

8:30 am Sónia Silva (Skidmore College) Culture and Art at the National Ethnology Museum, 

Portugal, 1960s-1980s 
8:50 am Christopher B. Steiner (Connecticut College) From Artifact to Art: The Harley 

Collection of Liberian Masks at the Peabody Museum 
9:10 am Kamal A. Kariem (Connecticut College) Navigating Narratives in the Russian 

Ethnographic Museum (REM) 
9:30 am Cooper Leatherwood (Franklin Pierce University) The Museum Selfie: An 

Observational study of the Museum Visitor Experience 
9:50 am Discussion 

 

S-02 8:30 am-10:15 am Emerson Auditorium (Palamountain Hall) 

 

 
Visual Representations:  Cultural Diversity, Memories, and 

Image Making  
 

CHAIR:  Barrett P. Brenton (St. John’s University)  

8:30 am Barrett P. Brenton and Blythe E. Roveland-Brenton (St. John’s University) 

Establishing an Anthropological Visual Literacy for Imagining Peoples and Cultures 

Past and Present 
8:50 am James M. Hundley (SUNY Binghamton) Learning from Photo Elicitation: Re-

evaluating success and failure in the field 
9:10 am Evan O'Connor (Union College) Mise-en-Scène: The Roles of Social Status in Film 

Festivals 
9:30 am Meredith Fazzone (William Paterson University of New Jersey) Representation 

Matters….and Then You Die: Queerbaiting and Negative LGBT identity Formation 

through Primetime Television 
9:50 am Jamie C. Gagliano (Colgate University) Collective Memories Unfurling in Space: 

Virrey Cevallos in the Buenos Aires Memoryscape 
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S-03 8:30 am-10:15 am Palamountain Hall 303 

 

 

 

Northeastern Archaeologists: Material Culture Studies of 

History, Heritage, and Geology  
 

CHAIR:  Robert L. Welsch (Franklin Pierce University) 

8:30 am Robert L. Welsch (Franklin Pierce University) The Most Important Early 

Archaeologist that Nobody Has Ever Heard Of: The Role of William C. Mills and the 

Ohio Mounds in the History of Archaeology 

8:50 am Brian M. Kirn (Franklin Pierce University) How to Get Along in Archaeology: The 

Turbulent Career of Warren K. Moorehead 
9:10 am F. Daniel Russell, Jr. (University of Rhode Island) Flakes and Sedimentary 

Processes in Coastal Rhode Island: Geoarchaeology at RI 1898 
9:30 am E. Pierre Morenon (Rhode Island College) Small Charcoal, Big Coastal Rhode 

Island Habitat Changes: Archaeological Studies at RI 1898 
9:50 am Discussion 

 

S-04 8:30 am-10:15 am Bolton Hall, 282 

 

 
Anthropologies of Learning:  Schools, Identity, and Literacy 
 

CHAIR:  Carrie L. Portrie (University of New Hampshire) 

8:30 am Benjamin G. Washburn and Laura C. Schaffer (Union College) In the Beautiful 

Things that We Share: Examining Multiculturalism in an Urban Fijian Primary 

School 

8:50 am Carrie L. Portrie (University of New Hampshire) Qualitative Case Studies 

Examining How Professional Learning Teams Begin Implementing Universal Design 

for Learning in the Classroom 
9:10 am Danielle Bernier, Emily Wall, and Julie Lavoie (Roger Williams University) Gym 

Legacies: The Formation of Identity? 
9:30 am Linda A. Winkler (Wilkes University) and Katie Moran (Art Garage-Denver) 

Community Narratives Through Children's Books 
9:50 am Discussion 

 

S-05 8:30 am-10:15 am Bolton Hall 281 

 Food, Culture, and Identity  
 

CHAIR:  Ella S. Kaplan (Skidmore College) 

8:30 am Grace A. Carlic (SUNY Plattsburgh) War, Food, and Identity: A Story of Two 

Bosnia-Herzegovina Women 
8:50 am Leela Riesz (Connecticut College) Eating Halal in Spain: Muslim Immigrant Identity 

and the Restaurant Space. 
9:10 am Rebecca E. Nystrom (Franklin Pierce University) The Freshmen Fifteen at Franklin 

Pierce: Understanding Women’s Relationships with Food on Campus 
9:30 am Ella S. Kaplan (Skidmore College) The Barriers and Controversies of Eradicating 

Micronutrient Deficiencies through Biofortification 
9:50 am Discussion 
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S-06 8:30 am-10:15 am Palamountain 202 

 Social Origins of Health and Health Care Services  
 

CHAIR: Kaitlyn M. Burrows (SUNY Potsdam) 

8:30 am Ariana Flessas (Connecticut College) The linguistics of Intimate Partner Violence & 

Healthy Relationships 
8:50 am Kaitlyn M. Burrows (SUNY Potsdam) Nurses of the Northeast and Health Reform 
9:10 am Sophie Z. Kupper (SUNY Plattsburgh) The White Plague: How Tuberculosis and the 

Sanatorium Movement Impacted 19th Century Saranac Lake 
9:30 am Cynthia E. Humphrey (SUNY Potsdam) Addressing Current Challenges to the 

Social Reintegration of Combat Veterans 
9:50 am Discussion 

 

S-07 8:30 am-10:15 am Bolton Hall, 3rd Floor Hallway 

 

 

 

 

Poster Session – Archaeological Perspectives  
 

1.  Michael Lucas, Kristin O'Connell, Susan Winchell-Sweeney (New York State 

Museum) and Timothy Horsley (Northern Illinois University) Mapping the 

Archaeology of Slavery in the Hudson River Valley 

2.  Andrew Bosworth (Skidmore College) Spatial Mapping and Analysis of the 

Woodlawn Estate Stables Archaeological Site 

3.  John Kolios (Skidmore College) Spears, Darts, or Arrows? Determining 

Projectile Point Function at Water’s Edge 

4.  Stanley G. Merritt (SUNY Potsdam) Finding the Point: Attempting to 

Differentiate Between Darts and Arrows 

5.  Joanna Holden (SUNY Potsdam) Chipping Away at the Eastern Woodlands 

Bowyer's Toolkit 

6.  Rachel Mulroy (Bridgewater State University) A Typology of Polished Pebbles 

7.  Tyler W. Selige (SUNY Potsdam) Investigating the Manufacture of the Birch 

Bark Canoe 

8.  Corinne N. Gabriele (AECOM) Experiencing “Wilderness”: An Analysis of 

Local Camp Life in the Adirondack Mountains 

9.  Lydia Bailey (Wells College) Game Pieces at Myers Farm: A 15th Century 

Cayuga Site 

10.  Brian T. Wygal (Adelphi University), Kathryn E. Krasinski (Adelphi 

University), Charles E. Holmes (University of Alaska Fairbanks), Barbara A. Crass 

(University of Wisconsin Oshkosh), Teresa Wriston (Desert Research Institute) 

Recent Discoveries in the Late Pleistocene Archaeology of the Tanana Valley, Alaska 

11.  Kaitlin Shahinian, Alex Bautista, K.E. Krasinski, and B.T. Wygal (Adelphi 

University) Susitna Valley Late Holocene Archaeological Site Analysis In Alaska 

 

S-09 8:30 am-10:15 am Palamountain Hall 300 

 

 
Film Forum – New releases provided by Icarus Films 

ORGANIZER: Jessica Skolnikoff (Roger Williams University) 

 

Nefertiti's Daughters <http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/nef.html> - Female street 

artists are on the front lines in the fight for freedom in Egypt today. (new July, 

2015)  40 minutes 

 

http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/nef.html
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East Punk Memories <http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/punk.html> - Punks 

who struggled with Hungary's communist regime discuss their experiences, 

music and mohawks. (new May, 2015)  51 minutes 
 

Break 10:15 am-10:30 am Gannett Lobby (Palamountain Hall) 

 Refreshments available at the check-in and registration area. 

S-11 10:30 am-12:15 pm Davis Auditorium (Palamountain Hall) 

 

 

 

 

Invited Session – Recent Research in the Archaeology of Native 

Communities in the Northeast 
 

ORGANIZER: Matthew V. Kroot (Skidmore College) 

10:30 am John P. Hart (New York State Museum) Networking the Past 
11:00 am Curtiss Hoffman (Bridgewater State University) A Measuring Stick for the Sacred: 

Native Stone Structures of the Eastern Seaboard 
11:15 am Edward V. Curtin, Kerry L. Nelson and Courtney “Meadow” Coldon (Curtin 

Archaeological Consulting, Inc.) Local to Regional in the Meadowood Phase: An 

Interaction Sphere Perspective on Early Woodland Period Sites in Saratoga County 

2000-3000 BP 
11:30 am Kate Pontbriand (Franklin Pierce University) The Bones of Climate Change: 

Archaeology at Tranquility Farm 
11:45 am John Andrew Campbell (Memorial University of Newfoundland) Landscape 

Ethnoecology and the Archaeological Record: A Case Study Focusing on the Boswell 

Site in Nova Scotia 
12:00 noon Discussion 

 

S-12 10:30 am-12:15 pm  Archaeology Teaching Lab, Bolton Hall 380 

 

 

 

 

Workshop – Ceramic Drawing & Analysis: Making the Most of 

Very Little 
 

ORGANIZER: David J. Breeckner (Trinity College Dublin) 

 

S-13 10:30 am-12:15 pm Bolton Hall 281 

 

 
Bones, Genes, and Hormones: Biology in Northeastern 

Anthropology  
 

CHAIRS: Abigail Outterson and Katherine Judge (Skidmore College) 

10:30 am Abigail Outterson and Katherine Judge (Skidmore College) Social Identity and 

Stress Among College Students 
10:50 am Kadija Ferryman (New School for Social Research) Narratives of Transmission: 

Inheritance and Disease Risk in Genomic Medical Research 
11:10 am Joseph A.P. Wilson (Fairfield University) Whence Came the Athabaskans?: 

Visualizing a Four-Field Approach to Prehistoric Mass Migration 
11:30 am Ashley F. Aldan (Edinboro University of Pennsylvania) A Statistical Analysis of Sex 

Determination using the Sacroiliac Joint 
11:50 am Brianna Arico (Plymouth State University) Animal Consumption at the Fort 

Edward’s Sutlers’ House 

 

http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/punk.html
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S-14 10:30 am-12:15 pm Emerson Auditorium (Palamountain Hall) 

 Political Ecologies and Cultural Diversity:  Development, 

Landscape, and Tourism 
 

CHAIR: Zev N. Gottdiener (Community College of Allegheny County) 

10:30 am Zev N. Gottdiener (Community College of Allegheny County) The Ecological 

Politics of Representation: Cultural Heritage, Tourism Development, and Land 

Reform in Northwestern Mexico 
10:50 am Jesse Harasta (Cazenovia College) A grey and rainy land or an English Riviera? 

Ethnicity, landscape and inhabitants in Cornwall, United Kingdom 
11:10 am Ernie Olson (Wells College) A New Green Revolution? Renegade Farmers in 

Montana? 
11:30 am Anne Lally (University at Buffalo, SUNY) Territories and terroir: Inscribing the 

landscape with domesticated bodies in Iceland 
11:50 am Samuel W. Rose (University at Buffalo, SUNY) Comparative Practices of 

Indigenous Spirituality, Tourism, and Community Development in the Mohawk Valley 

 

S-15 10:30 am-12:15 pm Bolton Hall 282 

 

 

 

 

Organized Session – Engaging with the Concept of Materiality: 

Postcards, Jim Thorpe, Prosthetics, and Imaginary Friends  
 

ORGANIZER:  Sónia Silva (Skidmore College) 

10:30 am Leila Farrer (Skidmore College) Send Me a Postcard: Uncovering the Imagery, 

Commodity, and Social Implications of the Geographic Postcard 
10:50 am Cara Decusatis (Skidmore College) The Jim Thorpe Memorial: An Object with An 

Excess of Symbolic Density 
11:10 am Isabella Hernandez (Skidmore College) Prosthesis: The Self, the Body, and the 

Object 
11:30 am Nicole Confalone (Skidmore College) The Materiality of Imaginary Friends: 

Extending Oneself Through Creation 
11:50 am Discussion 

 

S-16 10:30 am-12:15 pm Palamountain Hall 202 

 

 

 

 

Politics of Belonging: Contested Citizenship, Migration, and 

Social Protest 
 

CHAIR: Timothy D. Karis (Bennington College) 

10:30 am Timothy D. Karis (Bennington College) From social vanguard to social problem: 

contested representations of modernization, migration, and belonging in urban 

Vietnam 
10:50 am Nealay Vasavda (Union College) Citizens Forgotten: The Political Economy of 

Poverty in Silicon Valley 
11:10 am Valerie Schweigert (Wells College) Becoming a “Good Filipino”: Adaptation and 

Acculturation within Filipino Migrant Communities 
11:30 am Lorelai Avram (Colgate University) Disappeared students and indigenous 

movements; an analysis of the social unrest in Ayotzinapa, Mexico, 2014 
11:50 am Madison Paulk (Colgate University) “South Africa Belongs to All Who Live in It”: 

Congolese refugee notions of belonging and social cohesion in Durban 
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S-19 10:30 am-12:15 pm Palamountain Hall 300 

 

 

 

Film Forum – New releases provided by Icarus Films 

ORGANIZER: Jessica Skolnikoff (Roger Williams University) 

 

School of Babel <http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/babel.html> - Welcome to a unique 

Parisian program for immigrant children from all over the world. (new July, 2015)  89 

minutes 

 

Break 12:15 pm-2:00 pm  

 Lunch on campus – Available for purchase at Murray-Aikins Dining Hall   

 

Lunch off campus – See local eating guides in registration materials 

 

S-20 12:30 pm-1:45 pm Murray-Aikins Dining Hall, 2nd Floor 

 Organized Session – Career Advice for Undergraduates Panel 

and lunch  
 

Free for all undergraduate students who are participating in the NEAA conference.  

 

PANELISTS:  Anne M. Galvin (St. John's University), Alan L. Hersker (SUNY 

Potsdam), Jessica Skolnikoff (Roger Williams University), and Carrie L. Portrie 

(University of New Hampshire) 

 

 12:30 pm-1:45 pm Murray-Aikins Dining Hall, Test Kitchen 

 Department Chairs Lunch – Advanced registration required 

 

CHAIR: Don Pollock (University at Buffalo, SUNY) 

 

S-21 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Palamountain Hall 202 

 

 

 

 

Invited Roundtable – Transnational Oaxaca Collaborations: 

Language, Culture and Community  
 

ORGANIZER: Walter E. Little (University at Albany, SUNY)  

 

ROUNDTABLE PRESENTERS:   

   Lauren Eby Clemens (University at Albany, SUNY) 

  Monica DeJesus Ramirez (University at Albany, SUNY) 

  Zena Zimmerglass (University at Albany, SUNY) 

  Bernardo Ramirez Rios (Skidmore College),  

  Walter E. Little (University at Albany, SUNY) 

 

  

http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/babel.html
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S-22 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Bolton Hall 282 

 

 

 

 

Organized Session – “It’s cool, but who cares?”: Making the 

Past Matter through Archaeology  
 

ORGANIZERS:  Hadley Kruczek-Aaron and Timothy Messner (SUNY Potsdam) 

2:00 pm Maureen Folk (SUNY Potsdam) Dispelling the myth of collapse one thread at a 

time: a view from Easter Island 

2:15 pm Brooke Becker (SUNY Potsdam) The Eastern Dugout Canoe Mapping Project: A 

Watercraft Database Spanning Time and Place 

2:30 pm Linden Montague (SUNY Potsdam) The Archaeology of Health and Wellness on the 

Browns’ Farm: Rural Medicine in 19th-Century Northern New York 

2:45 pm Travis Hanson and Faith Jacobson (SUNY Potsdam) Documenting Camp Union: 

Archival and Archaeological Perspectives on Life at a Civil War Training Ground 

3:00 pm Cooper Sheldon (SUNY Potsdam) Anthropogenic landscape change at the Jones 

Brothers Company Industrial Complex 

3:15 pm Faith Jacobson (SUNY Potsdam) Remembering and Forgetting a Conflict: Civil War 

Commemoration in New York’s North Country 

3:30 pm DISCUSSANTS: Hadley Kruczek-Aaron and Timothy Messner (SUNY Potsdam) 

 

S-23 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Emerson Auditorium (Palamountain Hall) 

 

 
Social Media:  Constructing Communication and Communities 
 

CHAIR:  Joshua M. Manigault (SUNY Potsdam) 

2:00 pm Kenneth Saintonge (Eastern Connecticut State University) Communication 

Perspectives and Context in a Changing Technological Environment 
2:20 pm Cora-Beth Shott (SUNY Potsdam) Overcoming Social Isolation Through Virtual 

Engagement: A Study of Tumblr 
2:40 pm Joshua M. Manigault (SUNY Potsdam) The Busy Anthropologist: a tool for 

furthering anthropological understanding among undergraduate students 
3:00 pm Morgan Holtsclaw (Wells College) Inclusivity in the Spanish Language: An 

Exploration of Space for all Genders in a Binary Linguistic Gender System 
3:20 pm Priscilla Cordero (William Paterson University) The Politics of Social Media Art and 

Cultivating Empathy in Our Digital Culture 

 
S-24 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Bolton Hall 282 

 Anthropology and Global Health Issues 
 

CHAIR:  Mary H. Moran (Colgate University) 

2:00 pm Mary H. Moran (Colgate University) The Use and Abuse of Anthropological 

Knowledge in the Liberian Ebola Outbreak 
2:20 pm Anna West (William Paterson University of New Jersey) Microcephaly, Mosquitoes, 

and Motherhood: Picturing Zika 
2:40 pm Victoria St. Dennis (Skidmore College) Cuban Doctors in Salvador: Implications of 

Foreign Doctors in Urban Spaces 
3:00 pm Olivia Sorci (University of Vermont) Perceptions in Health Care: an American in a 

Gozitan Hospital 
3:20 pm Peter L. Myers (Essex County College) Plural Medicine 
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S-25 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Palamountain Hall 201 

 Exploring Our Human Past:  Old World and New World 

Perspectives 
 

CHAIR:  Jennifer L. Faux (University at Buffalo, SUNY) 

2:00 pm Catherine Taylor (Independent Researcher) Linguistic Connections between 

Hassanegk-Horseneck in Algonquian Oral History and Colonial Records 
2:20 pm Jennifer L. Faux (University at Buffalo, SUNY) Political Control over Private Life: 

Teotihuacan Political Influence on the Daily Lives of Teotihuacanos  
2:40 pm Johanna C. Json-Toft (Southern Connecticut State University) Heat-Treatment of 

Obsidian at Middle Stone Age site YAS-1, Ethiopia. 
3:00 pm Leah M. Kuhnen (Southern Connecticut State University) Raw Material Selectivity 

and the World’s Oldest Stone Tools: Experiments in Durability and Function 
3:20 pm Discussion 

S-29 2:00 pm-3:45 pm Palamountain Hall 300 

 Film Forum – New releases provided by Icarus Films 

ORGANIZER: Jessica Skolnikoff (Roger Williams University) 

 

"Madam Phung's Last Journey"<http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/mme.html>Madam 

Phung and her transgender singers travel around Vietnam, sparking fascination and 

hostility from the local people. (new January, 2015)  89 minutes 

Break 3:45 pm-4:00 pm Gannett Lobby (Palamountain Hall) 

 Refreshments available at the check-in and registration area. 

Plenary 4:00 pm-5:30 pm Gannett Auditorium (Palamountain Hall)  

 Presidential Plenary and NEAA Business Meeting – Open to all 

conference participants 
 

ORGANIZERS:  Alan Hersker, NEAA President (SUNY Potsdam), and Curtiss 

Hoffman, NEAA-President Elect (Bridgewater U) 

 

Reception 5:45 pm-6:30 pm Murray-Aikins Dining Hall, 2nd Floor 

 Reception and Cash Bar 
 

Banquet 6:30 pm-8:00 pm Murray-Aikins Dining Hall, 2nd Floor 

 Banquet and Keynote Speaker – Margaret Winchester 
 

Social Event 8:00 pm Northwoods Apartments & Downtown 

 Student Social Activity – Ethnography and Chill  
ORGANIZERS: MJ Lynn and John Kolios (Class of 2016, Skidmore College) 

 

After the banquet, join us for some informal down time.  Beginning at 8:00 pm, two 

senior anthropology students will host a social event open to all who wish to attend.  

Enjoy music and space to relax.  The group will head downtown at 10:30 pm to 

partake in Saratoga's nightlife.  We will be meeting downtown at the intersection of 

Broadway and Lake Avenue (in front of the Adirondack Trust Bank).  Texts can be 

directed to (518) 290-0272. 

http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/mme.html
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* * * 

ORGANIZED SESSION ABSTRACTS 
 

(S-01)  Organized Session – Museums and Social Construction of Meaning 
ORGANIZERS:  Sónia Silva (Skidmore College) and Christopher B. Steiner (Connecticut College) 

Museums help shape the way in which we classify and perceive both material objects and human 

subjects. This panel explores the role of the ethnographic museum in marking and crossing  

boundaries – whether between categories of things (art versus artifact) or between groups of people 

(ethnic identities and tropes of citizenship). The impact of these museum typologies, and their associated 

narratives of "exclusion" or "belonging," have profound consequences on the world beyond the walls of 

the museum – art markets, economies of knowledge, ideological constructs, and human rights. 

ssilva@skidmore.edu 

 

(S-11)  Invited Session – Recent Research in the Archaeology of Native 

Communities in the Northeast 
ORGANIZER:  Matthew V. Kroot (Skidmore College) 

In recent decades, archaeologists studying Native communities of northeastern North America have 

expanded their interests to include not just culture-historic taxa, but also the social, cultural, political, 

economic, ecological, and spatial dynamics behind them. This invited panel presents current 

archaeological research from the region, which highlights some of the insights provided by these new 

methods and theories. Topics include network analysis, landscape perspectives, local effects of regional 

interaction spheres, locational analysis of sacred sites, and climate change, as tracked with archaeological 

materials. Settings cover much of the Eastern Seaboard of North America, from Georgia in the south to 

Nova Scotia and Maine in the north.  mkroot@skidmore.edu 
 

(S-12) Workshop – Ceramic Drawing & Analysis: Making the Most of Very 

Little 
ORGANIZER:  David J. Breeckner (Trinity College Dublin)  

A hands-on workshop instructing participants on ceramic drawing for archaeological excavations and 

publication. Dealing with the materiality of ceramic goods, the workshop addresses their cultural legacy 

and archaeological benefit and practices which surround them. Using broken examples of modern 

ceramic, participants will be taught the criteria and methods for accurately depicting pottery in 

publications surrounding material culture. Participants will be taught the proper use of drawing  

aids—calipers and profile gauges—as well as standard terminology for a variety of ceramic features. In 

addition, participants will be introduced to the basics of ceramic analysis, notably what elements to look 

for and consider in study. Although an archaeological exercise, its practice is the ideal vehicle to imbue 

participants with an appraisers eye to recognize the hidden story, as found within a few broken pieces of 

pottery, of the people who crafted them. breecknd@tcd.ie 

 

(S-15)  Organized Session – Engaging with the Concept of Materiality: 

Postcards, Jim Thorpe, Prosthetics, and Imaginary Friends 
ORGANIZER:  Sónia Silva (Skidmore College)  

In recent years, the concept of materiality has allowed anthropologists and other scholars to critique the 

older idea of human subjects standing high and above the realm of objects. Not only do human subjects 

need objects to physically survive, remember the past, and define their gender identity, for example, but 

subjects and objects often blend in unexpected ways. In this session, we explore these interesting relations 
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between people and objects in a variety of contexts. We also reveal that the realm of the material extends 

beyond material objects proper to include human bodies, dead and alive, and even invisible entities. 

 

(S-20)  Organized Session – Career Advice for Undergraduates Panel and 

Lunch (Free for all undergraduate students who are participating in the NEAA 

conference) 
ORGANIZERS:  Anne M. Galvin (St. John's University), Alan L. Hersker (SUNY Potsdam), and Jessica 

Skolnikoff (Roger Williams University) Carrie L. Portrie (University of New Hampshire) 

Is anthropology a good preparation for a career? What are my options when I graduate with a B. A. in 

anthropology? How do I prepare while in university? How do I find an employer and convince him/her to 

hire me? Should I go to graduate school? Where?  Drawing on the work and wisdom of John Omohundro 

(SUNY Potsdam, emeritus), these and other questions will be addressed by anthropologists who have 

been advising undergraduates and tracking their careers for over a quarter century. Other professional and 

avocational anthropologists are welcome to attend and put in their oar. jskolnikoff@rwu.edu 

 

(S-21)  Invited Roundtable – Transnational Oaxaca Collaborations: Language, 

Culture and Community  
ORGANIZER: Walter Little (University at Albany, SUNY) 

In this roundtable, we discuss the development of collaborative research projects between the Triquis Sin 

Fronteras community organization and the University at Albany, SUNY and Skidmore College. Triquis 

are a growing indigenous immigrant population from Oaxaca, Mexico that have made the Albany Capital 

Region their home. By embracing community engagement practices, Triquis and university scholars work 

together to support Triqui language and culture with an attention to the social and political concerns that 

brought them to the Capital Region. For many members of the Oaxacan/Mexican community, there are 

extreme consequences of living and working in the US. How can we better understand members of our 

community who undertake labor-intensive jobs and subsist with the cultural, economic, and political 

consequences?  Participants in this session will describe the various projects that are currently in process, 

including writing a book to learn the Triqui language and hosting community cultural events. 

wlittle@albany.edu 

 

(S-22)  Organized Session – “It’s cool, but who cares?”: Making the past 

matter through archaeology 

ORGANIZERS:  Hadley Kruczek-Aaron and Timothy Messner (SUNY Potsdam) 

At a time when lawmakers are offering up archaeology as the poster child for nonessential scientific 

research, archaeologists are facing increasing pressure to consider and demonstrate the value of their 

work. This session brings together papers that showcase archaeology’s usefulness, as all of them attest to 

the interpretive power of material culture in answering questions of broad significance to the 

understanding of our past and present. Some highlight experiences at the margins that are intrinsically 

linked to the center, while others analyze seemingly mundane objects as a way of revealing large-scale 

social, political, economic, and/or ecological processes. The papers differ in terms of space and time, but 

they affirm their value by exploring the lessons that can be learned at the intersection of the micro- and 

macro-scales. Kruczehf@potsdam.edu 
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* * * 

PAPER ABSTRACTS 
(by last name of first author) 

 

ALDAN, Ashley F. (Edinboro University of Pennsylvania) A Statistical Analysis of Sex Determination 

Using the Sacroiliac Joint.  Using the pubic symphysis, as described by Phenice, is the most commonly 

used way to determine sex from skeletal remains. However, the pubic symphysis does not always 

preserve in the archaeological context, therefore one must find a different way to accurately determine 

sex. This generates a problem in forensic anthropology when accuracy and precision are questioned. Iscan 

and Derrick report accuracy rates of 96-100% when using the sacroiliac joint. Three landmarks on the 

posterior portion of the pelvis are used: the iliac tuberosity, the postauricular sulcus, and the postauricular 

space. I performed a test to see if I could match their results when using a different population of 100 

from the Hamann-Todd Human Osteological Collection housed at the Cleveland Natural History 

Museum. By looking at a total of 65 males and 35 females, I was able to show that I was not able to reach 

96-100% accuracy in the study. [Key words: sex determination, forensic anthropology, sacroiliac joint] 

aaldan1@aol.com (S-13) 

 

ARICO, Brianna (Plymouth State University) Animal Consumption at the Fort Edward’s Sutlers’ 

House. The purpose of this study is to improve the understanding of the diet of Soldiers stationed at Fort 

Edwards, NY from 1757 to 1759 who visited the Sutler’s House. Animal bones at Sutler’s Homes have 

never been examined before, only the diet at Forts have. At the Fort, the issued food was cow, sheep and 

pig; at the Sutler’s Camp, the owners were civilian and could sell wild meat. This variety in meat was 

likely obtained by hunting; a risky practice due to the local Native American and French troops. Research 

involved separating the faunal remains, from three boxes, into piles based on the pit they were excavated 

from. From each pit, the bag containing the most faunal remains was examined. Bags containing 

identifiable samples were looked at next. Findings show a diverse diet for the soldiers who visited the 

local Sutler’s House. [Key words: consumption, foodways, diet, military] barico@plymouth.edu (S-13) 

 

AVRAM, Lorelai (Colgate University) Disappeared Students and Indigenous Movements:  An Analysis 

of the Social Unrest in Ayotzinapa, Mexico, 2014.  This paper analyzes the nature of the social movement 

spurred in Mexico by the state-condoned killing of 43 students in Iguala, Guerrero in September 2014. 

The movement has been portrayed in international media as an anti-corruption, anti-impunity, pro-

democracy movement belonging to the tradition of Latin American social unrest started by parents 

seeking justice for their hijos desaparecidos (disappeared children). However, in this paper, I will argue 

that the real political goals of the movement are much wider, and perhaps hint to an attempt of expanding 

and reviving the autonomy-seeking Zapatista movement. The movement leaders based in Guerrero link 

their protests to a larger movement for indigenous farmer rights and indigenous political self-organization 

and integrate them into the fight against the government’s neoliberal reforms (like the privatization of the 

energy sector), building onto past movements of other southern, largely indigenous Mexican states, like 

Chiapas and Oaxaca. [Key words:  politics, indigenous people, social movements, Mexico] 

lavram@colgate.edu (S-16) 

 

BECKER, Brooke (SUNY Potsdam) The Eastern Dugout Canoe Mapping Project: A Watercraft 

Database Spanning Time and Place. Dugout canoes have played an important role in the everyday lives 

of people around the world. In spite of their significance, little work has been done to track the 

distribution of dugouts throughout eastern North America. Here, I present the preliminary results of the 

Eastern Dugout Canoe Mapping Project. Through correspondence with state archaeologists, experts, and 

museums I obtained data related to the geographic and temporal distribution of dugout manufacturing and 

utilization from the twenty-six states that make-up eastern North America. I use GIS to map the 

distribution of known dugout canoes and to examine any potential correlations between dugouts and 
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ecological features.  These data show that dugouts are more prevalent amongst cultures that rely heavily 

on waterways for transportation and resource extraction. [Key words: dugout, North America, GIS, 

mapping, waterways] beckerbr197@potsdam.edu (S-22) 

 

BENNETT, Joyce, HARTSHORN, Tim and MASSEY, Charlie (Connecticut College) Seeing the 

Forest: Intersectional Approaches to Volunteers in New London, CT.  New London, CT, is a six square 

mile city of 30,000 people with 200 non-profit organizations serving the population. There is a heavy 

reliance on volunteer labor in the city, particularly at the New London Food Pantry and the New London 

Homeless Hospitality Center. We conducted faculty-student collaborative ethnographic research over 

three months in the summer of 2015, including participant-observation and interviews with volunteers, to 

better understand volunteer motivations, experiences, and interactions with clients. In this paper, we show 

how engaging in faculty-student collaborative research project has integrated intersectionality into the 

research design, methodology, and results and allowed us to “see” our research question from multiple 

angles. We specifically discuss the role of intersectionality in our methodology and in analyzing volunteer 

motivations and volunteer experiences. This paper contributes to literature on collaborative 

anthropological methods in addition to literature on nonprofit and volunteer work. [Key words: 

collaborative ethnography, methodology, volunteers] jbennet4@conncoll.edu (F-04) 

 

BERNIER, Danielle, WALL, Emily, and LAVOIE, Julie (Roger Williams University) Gym Legacies: 

The Formation of Identity? The requirement for physical education has become a highly debated topic in 

American schools today. Through informal interviews we explore the role of the physical education 

teacher and how he/she can play a pivotal role in a young person’s identity, self-image, and health 

practices. This anthropological study requires us to consider how identity can be formed through gym 

class experiences and how this can be an important dimension to the physical education requirement 

debate. [Key words: education] ewall801@g.rwu.edu (S-04) 

 

BIGGS, Ajanee (SUNY Potsdam) “Carnevale: Farewell to the Flesh!” Trinidad carnival is an essential 

and ritualized cultural practice that draws together generations of Trinidadians in the expression of their 

shared African heritage. As Trinidad carnival became a global phenomenon, its traditions migrated to 

different parts of the world where the yearly celebrations of carnival are commonly constructed as 

exciting festivities involving parading and music. These versions of carnival do not focus on the historic 

development of carnival or on the deeper cultural meanings behind the celebration. In this paper I present 

the findings my ethnographic research into Trinidadian carnival; highlighting the deeper cultural 

meanings behind the festival and considering the continuing gentrification and popularization of carnival 

in Trinidad as a component of cultural tourism within popular culture. Carnival is a tradition that is being 

heavily impacted by its commodification as popular entertainment as newcomers celebrate carnival 

recreationally, unaware of its deeper history, tradition, and cultural meaning. [Key words: Trinidad, 

carnival, cultural appropriation] biggsan196@potsdam.edu (F-03) 

 

BREECKNER, David J. (Trinity College Dublin) The Case for Ceramic Analysis. From Settlement to 

City-State: A Study of Minoan Ceramics.  Study of material culture has advanced our understanding of the 

Minoan civilization ; ceramics, as the most persistent and ubiquitous of material artifacts, are among the 

most vital components in this analysis. Following three years of on-site ceramic study at the coastal 

settlement of Priniatikos Pyrgos, a limited understanding of the site during the Protopalatial period (1900-

1700 BCE) emerges. Despite the highly fragmentary nature of the settlement's ceramics, a variety of 

analyses including fabric, decorative, and potter's marks evidence a site with strong intra-regional 

connections. Discussion of specific sherds from this case study reveals the potential of even the most 

minute pieces of ceramic to advance scholarly knowledge. Analysis of these sherds, taken from a single 

settlement, advance understanding on the socio-political and cultural exchange of the greater civilization. 

Attention is especially provided to Priniatikos Pyrgos and the palatial site of Malia, and the proposed 
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Malia-Lasithi state.  [Key words:  Minoan, Bronze Age, Crete, pottery, ceramic analysis, ceramic 

drawing] breecknd@tcd.ie (F-02) 

 

BRENTON, Barrett P. and ROVELAND-BRENTON, Blythe E. (St. John’s University) Establishing 

an Anthropological Visual Literacy for Imagining Peoples and Cultures Past and Present. There is now 

an established record of anthropologists critically evaluating representations of visualizing the “other” of 

our imaginations from prehistoric pasts to post-colonial futures.  However, we rarely seem to take the 

opportunity to point that gaze at depictions of ourselves as we are engaged with researching all facets of 

the human experience. This paper provides a visual history of such encounters by anthropologists and 

others who have been actively involved in both the cultural production and consumption of popular 

representations of our own humanity.  Examples will range from “playing” Indians and evolving 

hominids, to utilizing visual methods for capturing narratives as a participatory method for engaging 

community stakeholders. An overall goal of this paper is to illustrate cases that can enhance modes of 

visual literacy for use by anthropologists in the classroom, during encounters with the media, and in field 

research, however virtual it may be. [Key words: visual literacy, visual methods] brentonb@stjohns.edu 

(S-02)  
 

BROCK, Miranda (Swimdo) Sink or Swim: An Analysis of the Emerging Swim Culture in Bali.  Bali, 

home to famous surf spots and sought-after paradisiacal beaches, attracts over 3 million foreign tourists 

each year, but many local people do not know how to swim. Based on community interviews, a survey, 

and participant observation this paper examines the cultural factors that contribute to this phenomenon. 

The research presented in this report was funded by Swimdo, a non-profit drowning prevention 

organization, and was conducted during Swimdo’s three month pilot program in Keramas. Water and the 

ocean play a fundamental role in Balinese Hinduism, but swimming as a recreational activity is not a 

traditional Balinese concept. This paper explores how the influx of tourism has led to a new emerging 

swim culture in Bali and a generational gap in swimming competency. This project also highlights the 

local people’s relative understanding of swimming and awareness of drowning, and demonstrates the 

ways in which swim culture is localized. [Key words: swimming, water, tourism, drowning prevention, 

ocean, Bali, Balinese Hinduism] mira@swimdo.org (F-04)  

 

BURROWS, Kaitlyn M. (SUNY Potsdam) Nurses of the Northeast and Health Reform. The Affordable 

Care Act is changing the landscape of health care delivery in America. This paper reviews the impacts of 

this act on healthcare staff, primarily nurses working in the Northeastern United States. I present the 

findings of my social media discourse analysis, ethnographic interviews, and informal surveys. This study 

reveals how health care reform at the governmental level can be traced through the impacts brought to 

bear on staff morale, perceptions of work performance, and the daily experiences of health care providers. 

[Key words: Health Reform, Affordable Care Act, Nursing, social media] burrowkm196@potsdam.edu 

(S-06)  
 

CAMPBELL, John Andrew (Memorial University of Newfoundland) Landscape Ethnoecology and the 

Archaeological Record: A Case Study Focusing on the Boswell Site in Nova Scotia. In the past decade an 

increase in ontological applications toward the archaeological context has come to fruition in theoretical 

perspectives aimed towards indigenous land usage. This research aims to administer the new theoretical 

perspective of landscape ethnoecology to the archaeological record. Recent excavations at the Boswell 

Site in South Farmington, Nova Scotia have yielded artifacts associated with the Transitional Archaic 

period (4,100-2,700 BP). By combining archaeological evidence with a direct historical approach and 

archaeolinguistical patterns it is the main objective of this research to unveil unique insights of 

generational cognition. Landscape ethnoecology integrates the understanding of location choice, place 

name, resource accessibility, and cosmology to better understand the knowledge embedded in place 

within the region. [Key words: precontact archaeology, landscape, place names, cognition] 

jac581@mun.ca (S-11) 
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CARLIC, Grace A. (SUNY Plattsburgh) War, Food, and Identity: A Story of Two Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Women.  This paper explores the various complex meanings and roles food plays in the creation and 

maintenance of identity among migrants. The questions that guided my project were: How does food 

relate to identity? In what ways does food make connections for individuals and their sense of identity? 

How does food interact between peoples to create a sense of self? I participated in multiple events and 

worked with two women of Bosnian and Herzegovinian heritage: Davorka Gosto, a wife, mother, and in 

her mid-fifties, and Sasha, a full time employee, fiancé, and in her mid-twenties. Food plays a vital role in 

the lives of these two women as it connects them to their family, heritage, community, and social change 

in significant ways. Heritage foods play essential roles in maintaining Davorka’s and Sasha’s identity as 

Bosnian and Herzegovinian, and also acts as a way for them to create new identities in Burlington, 

Vermont. [Key words: refugee, migrant, food, identity, women, Burlington, Vermont] 

gcarl004@plattsburgh.edu (S-05) 

 

CONFALONE, Nicole (Skidmore College) The Materiality of Imaginary Friends: Extending Oneself 

Through Creation.  The expression “imaginary friends” leads us to place these “friends” in a realm of the 

imagination and fantasy, a realm that seems inconsequential because it is not “real.” Yet, both the 

interviews that I conducted among the student population at Skidmore College as well as the information 

conveyed in secondary sources from the fields of anthropology, education, psychology, and art all point in 

the same direction: imaginary friends are very real. Imaginary friends are part of who we are, helping us 

and influencing us throughout our lives. In this paper, drawing on concepts from the study of materiality, 

I show that imaginary friends take different forms as invisible entities, extensions of the embodied self, 

and materialized objects. In all these forms, we imbue our imaginary friends with materiality, and, as 

such, they are real to us. Imaginary friends reveal our capacity to extend ourselves into the world and 

develop relationships with “friends” created through a process of materialization. [Key words: imaginary 

friends, materiality, agency, extension of self] nconfalo@skidmore.edu (S-15)  

 

COOK, Jennifer A. (University of Connecticut) The New Migrant Middle Class? Legal Migration and 

Implications for Social Mobility.  This paper analyzes the intersection of legal immigration status, class 

identity, and social mobility in a transnational community of “legal” migrants in Connecticut and Rio 

Seco, Guanajuato, Mexico. In Rio Seco, traditional social norms, which define more highly educated 

individuals as having a higher social standing, are increasingly coming into conflict with the reality of 

Mexico’s economy, as migrant farmworkers engaging in unskilled manual labor often earn significantly 

higher wages than the town’s “educated professionals.” This paper examines community perspectives on 

class, education, and social status, and considers the potential for legal migration to generate a new 

Mexican “migrant middle class.” [Key words:  migration, Mexico, class] jennifer.a.2.cook@uconn.edu 

(F-01) 
 

CORDERO, Priscilla (William Paterson University) The Politics of Social Media Art and Cultivating 

Empathy in Our Digital Culture. Art can be interpreted as an intervention to challenge social norms by 

cultivating empathy in the face of grave social injustices. In our digital world, contemporary artists have 

taken to social networks to share their work and ultimately their political messages. A style of 

photography that allows the viewer an insight into the subject’s life through portraits of people in public 

settings with an accompanying quote or scenario has become instantly recognizable due to the viral 

Facebook page “Humans of New York.” Through visual analysis and social media ethnography, 

exploring posts in this style and the public reaction, I examine how audiences engage and react to these 

images and how empathy is not only found in the audience’s reaction, but seen explicitly in the artist’s 

work as well. [Key words: social media, art, photography] corderop1@student.wpunj.edu (S-23) 

 

CURTIN, Edward V., NELSON, Kerry L. and COLDON Courtney “Meadow” (Curtin 

Archaeological Consulting, Inc.) Local to Regional in the Meadowood Phase: An Interaction Sphere 
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Perspective on Early Woodland Period Sites in Saratoga County 2000-3000 BP.  About 3000 years ago 

Native cultures in eastern North America adjusted in a variety of ways to a period of severe climatic 

deterioration.  During this time of adjustment, native societies reorganized alliances in patterns 

manifested archaeologically by the Meadowood and other interaction spheres distributed across the Great 

Lakes region and into the Atlantic Slope.  The recent discovery near Saratoga Springs of an Early 

Woodland period site where distinctive Meadowood phase lithics were produced in large numbers 

provides significant insight into the relationship between a local community and the Meadowood 

Interaction Sphere.  The nature of interaction is examined in terms of the juxtaposed domains of a local 

material culture tradition and the production of highly-crafted, pan-regional, interaction sphere items. 

Local interaction sphere involvement included the acquisition of toolstone, the production process, and 

(in theory) the regional to extra-regional distribution of characteristic, Onondaga chert, Meadowood-type 

artifacts. [Key words: Eastern North America, meadowood, lithics, interaction sphere] 

ed@curtinarchaeology.com and kerry@curtinarchaeology.com (S-11) 

 

DECUSATIS, Cara (Skidmore College) The Jim Thorpe Memorial: An Object with An Excess of 

Symbolic Density. In this paper, I examine the Jim Thorpe memorial through the lens of symbolic density. 

While the study of materiality has moved in many ways beyond the study of symbolism, I argue that the 

controversy surrounding the memorial lies precisely within its symbolic density, and that the memorial’s 

symbolic density changes depending on which stakeholder is viewing the memorial. Drawing on 

secondary sources as the basis of my research, I see the borough of Jim Thorpe and the Sac and Fox 

Nation as the primary stakeholders in the memorial. I argue that the borough values the memorial as a 

commodity and a representation of the area’s changing identity, while the Sac and Fox Nation values it 

(and the body buried within it) as an ancestral connection. In addition, I assert that the Sac and Fox 

Nation view the memorial as a representation of Native American oppression. [Key words:  Jim Thorpe, 

Sac and Fox Nation, memorials, symbolic density, contested space, identity, ownership] 

cdecusat@skidmore.edu (S-15)  

 

FARRER, Leila (Skidmore College) Send Me a Postcard: Uncovering the Imagery, Commodity, and 

Social Implications of the Geographic Postcard.  This paper discusses the geographic postcard as a 

material object, examining its imagery, its role in tourism, and its agency in a social context. Drawing on 

information from academic sources on postcard culture and tourism, as well as from my personal 

experience collecting postcards, I argue that the postcard is a complex object that transcends its role of 

souvenir. The postcard uses selective imagery to depict a location as idyllic, misrepresenting it and 

perpetuating locational stereotypes. The postcard also contributes to the commodification of place by 

leading the tourist to believe that he or she now owns a part of that place. Finally, the postcard has the 

agency to communicate social values between the sender and the receiver. As a cultural icon of travel, the 

geographic postcard affects how we think about tourism and the memory of geographic place. [Key 

words: postcard, deltiology, cultural capital, cultural industry, place commodification, tourism, souvenirs] 

lfarrer@skidmore.edu (S-15) 

 

FAUX, Jennifer L. (University at Buffalo, State University of New York) Political Control Over Private 

Life: Teotihuacan Political Influence on the Daily Lives of Teotihuacanos. The ancient city of 

Teotihuacan, Mexico, dating from 150 B.C. to 650-700 A.D. and located 45 kilometers northeast of 

Mexico City, was one of the largest and most prominent cities during its time. While research at 

Teotihuacan yielded countless interpretations regarding Teotihuacan’s influence in the Mesoamerican 

world-system, little is known regarding political control over the daily lives of Teotihuacanos. At 

Teotihuacan, where the populations reached120,000 residents, Teotihuacanos constructed apartment 

compounds for housing their expanding population. Varying in size, these compounds primarily housed 

populations in kinship-based and occupationally-based residential units. Teotihuacan’s apartment 

compounds, functioning as the homes and workplaces of residents, were the nexus of Teotihuacan life, 

yet little is known regarding political influence in the construction of these structures. This paper 
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addresses the political impact on the construction, design, and social organization of the compounds in an 

attempt to discern political control over the daily lives on all Teotihuacanos.  jfaux@luzerne.edu (S-25) 

 

FAZZONE, Meredith.  (William Paterson University of New Jersey) Representation Matters….and 

Then You Die: Queerbaiting and Negative LGBT Identity Formation Through Primetime Television.  

Based upon data presented in the 2015-2016 GLADD “Where We Are on TV” Report, this paper 

explores the topic of diversity within LGBT representation on primetime television and online digital 

platforms. This paper analyzes advances in representation of LGBT individuals on primetime and digital 

platforms as well as the perpetuation of past prejudices. GLADD’s data show growing numbers of LGBT 

characters on television over the past year, yet from the start of 2016 one-third of lesbian characters on 

these platforms have been killed off. This paper builds on these findings by examining the function of 

negative media representations for identity formation of LGBT youth. I approach these themes through 

analysis of user comments on social media and qualitative interviews with LGBT youth. In this paper, I 

argue that portrayals of LGBT individuals confine LGBT youth to the stigmatized representation 

promoted by mainstream media, rather than allowing them to realize the true demographics of the 

community. [Key words: LGBT visibility, #LGBTfansdeservebetter, media representation, sex and 

gender] fazzonem@student.wpunj.edu (S-02) 

 

FERRYMAN, Kadija (New School for Social Research) Narratives of Transmission: Inheritance and 

Disease Risk in Genomic Medical Research. Since the completion of the Human Genome Project, 

increasing attention has been paid to how characteristics, particularly disease risk, are passed down. 

Social scientists have voiced considerable concern about the possibility of genetic reductionism, and the 

coupling of genetics with other categories of inheritance such as race, ancestry, and population. I 

intervene in this discussion, and in this paper I will examine how narratives of transmission function in 

contemporary genomic medical research. Using field work conducted with a team of genomic scientists 

and physicians, who research an African ancestry-linked genomic health risk, I argue that these narratives 

serve two important purposes; first, they distinguish current genomic medical research from scientific 

racism, and second they connect disease biology to structural causes of racial disparities in health. This 

paper shows that invocations of inheritance and transmission in genetic research today are social and 

biological and as a result demand both medical and ethical interventions to reduce genetically-linked 

disease risk. Inheritance, even when cloaked in the language of genetics today, is a flexible conceptual 

resource that is different from genetic determinism that does not reduce humans to genes.  [Key words:  

genomics, ancestry, health risk, health disparities] ferryk18@newschool.edu (S-13) 

 

FLESSAS, Arianna (Connecticut College) The linguistics of Intimate Partner Violence & Healthy 

Relationships. Intimate partner violence, is a preventable public health problem that affects millions of 

individuals regardless of gender, identity, or sexuality. In New London, Connecticut, I conducted 

fieldwork at Safe Futures, an organization in southeastern Connecticut that works to save lives, restore 

hope, and change the futures of those impacted by domestic violence and sexual assault. I also conducted 

fieldwork on the Connecticut College campus, working to understand the school’s policies surrounding 

sexual assault. The key component of my research is the compilation and creation of healthy relationship 

programs. Actively engaging with students with intersectional identities, I worked to educate and inform 

how to foster healthy relationships, including heterosexual relationships, homosexual relationships, 

friendships, peer relationships, and relationships with those in positions of power. Various cultural 

backgrounds greatly affect these relationships, and spanning race, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, and 

socioeconomic status, I make materials about healthy relationships accessible to the entire student body. 

[Key words:  medical, violence, sexual assault, campus life] aflessas@conncoll.edu (S-06) 

 

FOLK, Maureen (SUNY Potsdam) Dispelling the Myth of Collapse One Thread at a Time: a View from 

Easter Island.  Scholars view Easter Island as a quintessential example of humans destroying their 

environment. These researchers commonly attribute this deterioration to past peoples moving multi-ton 
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stone statues called Moai. It was originally hypothesized that the statues were moved horizontally using 

palm rollers, but this has been challenged. Instead it is hypothesized that large ropes were used to move 

Moai in an upright/vertical position. The ecological impact of this approach, however, remains unknown. 

To assess this, I constructed two large ropes using fiber from basswood and calculated the amount of 

material used in relation to the trees harvested to deduce the potential degree of deforestation. Though 

thousands of trees are needed to manufacture these ropes, the overall ecological effect may have been less 

catastrophic than previously thought. [Key words: Easter Island, Moai, environment] 

folkm195@potsdam.edu (S-22) 

 

GAGLIANO, Jamie C. (Colgate University) Collective Memories Unfurling in Space: Virrey Cevallos 

in the Buenos Aires Memoryscape. The construction of collective memories in a society is an inherently 

politicized process. The politicization of collective memories is reflected in the spaces designated as sites 

of memory. This is the case in the collective memory spaces designated to commemorate the most recent 

dictatorship in Argentina. There is much scholarship on the well-known sites of memory here, but there is 

comparatively little on relatively unknown sites resulting in a gap in the literature regarding how space 

and memory production becomes politicized in lesser-known spaces, such as Virrey Cevallos 628-630. 

Utilizing interview data collected from Virrey Cevallos staff I fill the gap by analyzing how these staff 

come to understand and relate space and memory in their site-specific context. An awareness of the 

relation between space and memory causes additional space for debate, but this finding has been 

understudied due to an overwrought categorization for sites of memory. [Key words: Virrey Cevallos, 

collective memory, commemorative spaces] jgagliano@colgate.edu (S-02) 

 

GALVIN, Anne M. (St. John's University) Making a Fair Trade Campus: Academic Service-Learning as 

Collaborative Research Technique at St. John’s University In this paper I explore the benefits of 

collaborative Academic Service-Learning projects for teaching Anthropology and collecting on-campus 

data. In particular, the paper focuses on the uses of Academic Service-Learning as a method for collecting 

information on student and faculty understandings of Fair Trade certifications as part of an effort to 

establish St. John’s University as a Fair Trade Certified institution. This research approach has had 

unanticipated benefits both in relation to student learning and data sampling that suggest broader 

applications for this technique in support of campus activism and student commitment to social justice 

oriented research.  [Key words: pedagogy, fair trade, academic service-learning] galvina@stjohns.edu  

(F-04) 
 

GOTTDIENER, Zev N. (University at Buffalo – State University of New York) The Ecological Politics 

of Representation: Cultural Heritage, Tourism Development, and Land Reform in Northwestern Mexico. 

In recent years increased global interconnectivity has led to a mobility turn in the social sciences. In this 

paper, I examine how land use differences in Mexico tempered global development effects. Policy 

favoring supranational corporations promoted massive projects detrimental to local populations. Mexico 

presents a unique situation because communal land holdings constitute a significant part of the national 

real estate base. Research uncovered conflict over a large-scale tourism project proposed by a 

multinational consortium of investors offering partnership with the local community, which maintained 

its autonomy by manipulating global capitalist interests for their benefit. My results reject the thesis of 

globalization as inexorable and reaffirm the viability of communal ownership as an alternative to 

privatized real estate markets. I argue for a more nuanced analysis of neoliberalism as an ideological 

underpinning of a diverse array of phenomena, instead of a unified set of practices.  [Key words: 

environmentalism, tourism, Mexico] zng@buffalo.edu (S-14) 

HANSON, Travis and JACOBSON, Faith (SUNY Potsdam) Documenting Camp Union: Archival and 

Archaeological Perspectives on Life at a Civil War Training Ground.  Camp Union was a Civil War 

training camp located in Potsdam, New York, that was used to train the locally organized and manned 

92nd Infantry Regiment. The site and the regiment stand as a reflection of the people and patriotism in St. 
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Lawrence County during the American Civil War. This study summarizes historical research conducted 

on what life was like for the soldiers who were trained at the camp. Special focus is paid to what primary 

sources (e.g. historic newspapers) revealed about leisure, diet, health, and the military experience of 

soldiers based at the site. In addition, the study summarizes recommendations for future archaeological 

excavations, which would further our understanding of the Camp Union experience. By studying the lives 

of the soldiers at Camp Union we can better understand the role that the North Country played in the Civil 

War. [Key words: Civil War, Camp Union, North Country] hansontt196@potsdam.edu (S-22) 

 

HARASTA, Jesse (Cazenovia College) A Grey and Rainy Land or an English Riviera? Ethnicity, 

Landscape, and Inhabitants in Cornwall, United Kingdom.  The landscape of the British region of 

Cornwall appears immutable and ancient, but significant differences exist in perceptions of this place in 

the collective imagination. For outsiders – stereotypically English tourists – the region is a holiday play-

land of warm, sunny beach days, while insiders – once again stereotypically ethnically-Cornish working 

class – often see it as grey, wet and hostile. Moreover, this is paralleled by perceptions of the inhabitants 

of the landscape: short, untrustworthy and exotic to outsiders, proud, strong and hardworking for insiders. 

This paper examines the nature of these differences and how perceptions are linked to each other and to 

narratives of class, ethnicity, religion and political affiliation. I also demonstrate how the relative political 

and economic power of outsiders has caused the landscapes of Cornwall to be progressively reshaped to 

resemble their vision at the expense of local inhabitants. [Key words:  Landscape, ethnicity, Europe, 

tourism] joharasta@cazenovia.edu (S-14) 

 

HART, John P. (New York State Museum) Networking the Past. Mid-way through the second decade of 

the twenty-first century, most North American archaeologists continue to use mid-twentieth century 

culture-historic taxa as units of analysis. In this presentation, I review the origins of culture-historic 

taxonomic systems and suggest that they are hindrances to our ability to understand pre-contact history. 

With the development of geographic information systems, AMS radiocarbon dating, and social network 

analysis, there is a suite of new tools available that in combination can provide new insights into the past. 

I provide examples of how these tools are being used in northern Iroquoia to build new understandings 

previously obscured by a reliance on culture-historic taxa. [Key words: archaeology, North America] 

john.hart@nysed.gov (S-11) 

 

HERNANDEZ, Isabella (Skidmore College) Prosthesis: The Self, the Body, and the Object. Seeing 

prosthetics through the lens of recent literature on materiality leads us to understand the human and 

prosthesis as a hybrid—a view that agrees with some of the research on prosthetics. Prostheses hold the 

power to bridge the gap between disability and ability by acting as enablers. The literature on prosthetics, 

however, suggests that not every prosthesis user will integrate the prosthesis as an extension of the body 

and self. In this paper, I argue that the relations between human and object, in the case of prosthetics, is 

complicated. There is a continuum from complete hybridity to the body’s refusal of the prosthetics 

(phantom limb) to individuals choosing to opt out of hybridity. Research on prosthetics, therefore, gives 

us insight into the possibilities, and limitations of, the theoretical concept of materiality. [Key words:  

prosthetics, limb loss, rehabilitation, agency, hybridity, extension of self, second skin, materiality] 

ihernand@skidmore.edu (S-15) 

 

HERSKER, Alan L. (SUNY Potsdam) Organizational Anthropology in the Service of Rural Non-Profits.  

Many resources exist for businesses and larger non-profits seeking guidance on how to better align their 

mission, organizational culture, and corporate structure to increase efficiency and productivity. Indeed, 

funding agencies often insist recipients bring in outside reviewers to verify their organizational “health” 

before making awards. There are, however, very limited resources to assist smaller non-profits – 

especially those in rural areas — and evaluate their organizational culture and processes. This paper 

reports on nine months of fieldwork at Traditional Arts of Upstate New York (TAUNY), a regional non-

profit that showcases the folk arts and traditions of Northern New York. During this time, I gathered data 
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on TAUNY’s organizational culture through archival research, interviews, participant observation, and 

network analysis. My goal is to provide useful recommendations to TAUNY’s board of directors. But I 

also hope to use these methods as a template to develop a “tool kit” for smaller non-profits to efficiently, 

effectively, and economically self-evaluate their own organizational culture.  [Key words:  organizational 

anthropology, rural, non-profit sector, heritage management] herskeal@potsdam.edu (F-04)  

 

HOFFMAN, Curtiss (Bridgewater State University) A Measuring Stick for the Sacred: Native Stone 

Structures of the Eastern Seaboard.  Since the Fall of 2012, the author has gathered data on the locational 

parameters of over 4,850 stone structure sites from Georgia to Nova Scotia, and analyzed the data using 

GIS and statistical models. Many of these sites are considered sacred places by Native American 

communities. This paper presents some results of this study, demonstrating the methods used to map sites 

and define site clusters. Its main theoretical perspective is that it is possible to utilize quantitative methods 

to explore and elucidate subtle cultural phenomena, always with great respect for the descendant 

communities. [Key words: stone structures, quantitative analysis, archaeology, Northeast] 

c1hoffman@bridgew.edu (S-11) 

 

HOLTSCLAW, Morgan (Wells College) Inclusivity in the Spanish Language: An Exploration of Space 

for all Genders in a Binary Linguistic Gender System.  Society has ingrained gender into every aspect of 

our lives-- how we live, think and even communicate. Nearly all languages include some aspect of gender 

(lexical, grammatical, and natural); some more so than others. Gender loaded languages, such as romance 

languages, are structured in a binary gender system. Simple speech requires electing a gender: male or 

female. However, in many cultures there are people that identify outside of the male/female binary.  

Today, there are more and more individuals that identify as transgender, non-binary, gender queer, etc. 

Gender loaded languages make it difficult to communicate these identities. This research is an exploratory 

study that utilizes the Spanish language to understand how gendered language impacts thought and fosters 

an exclusive environment for people who do not identify with the western gender binary. Through content 

analysis of social media, newspaper articles, blogs journal articles, etc., this paper also explains how 

Native Spanish speaking members of the LGBTQ+ community have modified the language, creating 

space for themselves to communicate their gender identity. I then propose possible solutions to foster 

acceptance of these non-standard gendered forms of Spanish and create a safer and more inclusive 

linguistic environment. [Key words: language, gender, social media] mrholtsclaw12@wells.edu (S-23) 

 

HUMPHREY, Cynthia E. (SUNY Potsdam) Addressing Current Challenges to the Social Reintegration 

of Combat Veterans.  As the United States’ involvement in the Middle East continues, there has been a 

dramatic increase in the number of veterans experiencing symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder and 

traumatic brain injury. This study evaluates the organizational and programming components of the 

reintegration processes of combat veterans facing these conditions into civilian society. Drawing on 

background research, internships, and informational interviews, I address several significant impediments 

to this reintegration including resource funding competition, staffing challenges, and inadequate post–

deployment military support. I take a holistic approach to understanding both the military and the private 

sector’s contributions to social reintegration, focusing on shortcomings and recent advancements made 

within the field. As a result, I outline meaningful changes to the ways in which individuals are prepared 

for modern warfare and treated post-combat.  [Key words: veterans, PTSD, post-traumatic stress disorder, 

TBI, traumatic brain injury, military, post-combat] humphrce195@potsdam.edu (S-06)  

 

HUNDLEY, James M. (SUNY Binghamton) Learning from Photo Elicitation: Re-evaluating Success 

and Failure in the Field.  Visual methods in anthropology are nothing new – photography, ethnographic 

film, participatory art – all have been used to gather and analyze data. This paper presents a case study of 

a photo elicitation project that did not succeed according to its original goals. The literature on visual 

methods includes instruction on utilizing various methods. While some articles will discuss challenges 

and limitations of using visual methods, few discuss failed projects. This paper does. Drawing from 
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fieldwork in the Pacific Northwest, this paper presents my attempts to establish parallel photo elicitation 

projects with two different communities living on both sides of the Canada/US border. The original goal 

was to have participants visually document where, how, and to what extent they experience security 

and/or the border itself in their daily lives. This paper discusses problems the author encountered and 

what resulted from the project when it failed to live up to its goals. [Key words:  methods, photo 

elicitation, Pacific Northwest] jhundley@binghamton.edu (S-02) 

 

JACOBSON, Faith (SUNY Potsdam) Remembering and Forgetting a Conflict: Civil War 

Commemoration in New York’s North Country.  In the 150 years since the Civil War ended, memories of 

the war, slavery, and racism still remain. These memories exist outside of the History channel and 

textbooks; they exist in public parks and cemeteries as well. As the wounds from the Civil War began to 

heal, monuments were erected in honor of soldiers, both in the North and in the South. New York’s North 

Country was no different, and a number of monuments were erected in the years following reconstruction. 

This paper summarizes research conducted on various Civil War memorials erected throughout the North 

Country. Primary source research and observation revealed that the region’s Civil War memorials stand 

mainly as a reminder of the bravery of white Union soldiers as opposed to celebrating the end of slavery. 

These memorials show a very specific memory of the Civil War and impact the way the war is 

memorialized 150 years later.[Key words: Civil War, North County, memorials, collective memory] 

jacobsfb195@potsdam.edu (S-22) 

 

JSON-TOFT, Johanna C. (Southern Connecticut State University) Heat-Treatment of Obsidian at 

Middle Stone Age Site YAS-1, Ethiopia.  Archaeological, fossil and genetic evidence demonstrates Homo 

sapiens evolved in Africa and became Middle Stone Age (MSA) tool-makers 200,000 - 100,000 years 

ago. Dating 300,000 - 40,000 years ago, the MSA produced stone tools that were significantly smaller 

and specialized. Specialization within the MSA originates from (1) manufacturing process (2) various 

types of tools made and (3) selection of new raw materials, like obsidian. In Gona, Ethiopia, the YAS-1 

site has yielded chert and obsidian MSA stone tools dated 150,000 - 50,000 years. Based on experiments 

to thermally alter obsidian and observations of YAS-1 collections, this study aims to establish if YAS-1 

stone tools were heat-treated. Contrasting thermally-altered obsidian and their raw material counterparts 

provides further insight into the MSA manufacturing process. This study examines the degree of tool-

manufacture sophistication of our MSA ancestors, and ascertains whether certain archaeological features- 

orange/red features- are indicators of human campfires. [Key words:  Middle Stone Age, Africa, heat-

treatment, obsidian, H. sapiens] jsontoftj1@southernct.edu (S-25) 

 

KAPLAN, Ella S. (Skidmore College) The Barriers and Controversies of Eradicating Micronutrient 

Deficiencies Through Biofortification.  Research indicates that agriculture and the manipulation of crops 

has been maladaptive in the history of human evolution, which in turn has caused many dietary-related 

problems – including micronutrient deficiencies. The purpose of this study is to look at the controversial 

barriers of a new methodological approach, biofortification, as a means to eradicate global micronutrient 

deficiencies. Through interviews with experts, while abroad in Switzerland, and secondary resources, my 

research shows that the hesitation and negative associations with genetic engineering lie in current 

knowledge of pesticides and the moral ground of genetically modifying organisms. This brings up 

questions about the role of genetically modified organisms as a humanitarian cause, how much research 

and knowledge is enough to take action, and whether this will be the next turning point in human 

evolution of dietary access.[Key words: micronutrient deficiency, agriculture, biofortification, genetically 

modified organisms] ekaplan1@skidmore.edu (S-05) 

 

KARIEM, Kamal A. (Connecticut College) Navigating Narratives in the Russian Ethnographic Museum 

(REM).  The Rossisskii Etnograficheski Muzei, in Saint Petersburg, Russia, portrays narratives of Russia 

to Russians. However, there are two main yet distinct Russian identities: Rossiiskii, the Russian word to 

denote citizenship and state identities within Russia, and Russkii, the Russian word to denote the Russian 
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ethnic identity. This study investigates narratives that are embedded in and separate ethnic Russianness 

from the Russian state. I investigate how both the museum and Russian citizens engage with ethnically 

Russo-centric imaginations in the space of this museum. This study is the product of almost three months 

of fieldwork at the Russian Ethnographic Museum, including photo-documentation of the museum and 

interviews with curators and visitors. I demonstrate that the displays within the museum and the ways in 

which visitors negotiate the established narratives make claims about citizenship. [Key words: museum 

anthropology, Russian museums, Russia, ethnography, citizenship, everyday life] kkariem@conncoll.edu 

(S-01) 
 

KARIS, Timothy D. (Bennington College) From social vanguard to social problem: contested 

representations of modernization, migration, and belonging in urban Vietnam.  In October 2010, the city 

of Hanoi celebrated its millennial anniversary as the capital of the Vietnamese state. In the years since, 

officials have embarked on an ambitious campaign to build “urban civilization” in the growing city, 

addressing aging infrastructure, irregular housing forms, and behaviors thought to be out of place in a 

modernizing society. Drawing upon ethnographic fieldwork in one marginal ward of Hanoi, this paper 

examines how discursive and political authorities generate imagery and policies targeting the “floating 

population” of migrants from the countryside—citizens once situated at the vanguard of social 

revolution—perceived to be overwhelming and “countrifying” the city. Moving between top-down 

modernization initiatives and the independent actions of migrants themselves, it demonstrates the 

political, spatial, and representational dialogue proceeding between the designers of Hanoi's future and 

the onetime villagers whose practices of private networking, informal residence, and community 

development have blurred the lines between urban and rural lives once policed so carefully by the 

Communist Party of Vietnam. [Key words: migration, urbanization, representation, Vietnam, Hanoi] 

timothykaris@bennington.edu (S-16) 

 

KATZ, Rebecca (Skidmore College) “A Spa for Men”: Social Support in an Old-School Barbershop.  

Barbershops are intimate spaces with characteristics of private and public forums where men socialize 

while getting their hair cut. I argue that the social dimension of barbershops can provide necessary social 

support to increase quality of life and reduce stress, particularly among aging men. Through observations, 

participation in conversations, interviews, and photography taken at Larry’s Barbershop in Saratoga 

Springs, NY, I determine that the “old-school” style of the barbershop constitutes a “spa for men” because 

it bolsters the provision of social support and overall wellbeing. In the small shop, void of technological 

distractions, men focus on each another. By listening, talking, and joking, men provide mutual support for 

their daily complaints. Through shared humor and joking, they make one another comfortable in an 

intimate, yet public space where barbers cut customers’ often thinning and graying hair in front of 

strangers. Avoidance of potentially controversial discussion of religion, politics, and relationships, 

permits anyone in the shop to feel comfortable to join any conversation. These “old-school” elements 

provide social support analogous to that of a spa and are thus important to both barbers and customers. 

[Key words:  social support, barbershop, aging] rkatz1@skidmore.edu (F-03) 

 

KIRN, Brian M. (Franklin Pierce University) How to Get Along in Archaeology: The Turbulent Career 

of Warren K. Moorehead.  In his career as a professional archaeologist in the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries Warren King Moorehead excavated all over the country, worked and networked with the biggest 

names in the field, and earned the moniker “Dean of Archaeology” for his efforts, yet by all accounts he 

was an arrogant man, difficult to work with, and had a poor understanding of the improving archeological 

techniques of the time. In this paper I explore the very birth of American Archaeology as a professional 

discipline through the correspondence and publications of Moorehead, as well as Moorehead’s success 

within the discipline, achieved by clever salesmanship of himself and the discipline as a whole. 

Moorehead spent much of his career excavating and selling artifacts from these excavations.. In the 

process of selling artifacts in his own personal collection he was simultaneously selling the concept of a 
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professional discipline to the American public.  [Key words: Warren King Moorehead, history of 

archaeology, archaeology, early archaeology] brianmkirn@gmail.com (S-03) 

 

KUHNEN, Leah M. (Southern Connecticut State University) Raw Material Selectivity and the World’s 

Oldest Stone Tools: Experiments in Durability and Function.  This research project focuses on the earliest 

undisputed stone tools and their implications for raw material selectivity, specifically represented by three 

archaeological sites in Gona, Ethiopia, dated between 2.7 and 2.5 million years ago. Experiments were 

conducted to test the durability of various raw material types used for Oldowan lithics at the Gona sites. 

Durability tests were carried out by cutting wood and meat, two likely functions of the earliest tools. The 

results demonstrate that groundmass texture may play a role in the durability of a stone tool, as well as 

other factors such as the angle of the experimental edge and weight or size of the sample. The final 

product of this study is an analysis of raw material availability, quality and durability relative to the oldest 

acknowledged artifacts. This investigation contributes to a body of research that works towards a 

cohesive understanding of the behavior and adaptions of our ancestors at this critical time period on the 

threshold of human technology around 2.6 million years ago. [Key words: Oldowan, stone tools, lithic 

technology, raw material selectivity] kuhnenl1@southernct.edu (S-25) 

KUPPER, Sophie Z. (SUNY Plattsburgh) The White Plague: How Tuberculosis and the Sanatorium 

Movement Impacted 19th Century Saranac Lake. The stigma surrounding tuberculosis in the 19th century 

led to the sanatorium movement in Saranac Lake, New York and resulted in a major migration and 

demographic changes. Based on autobiographies from patients, content analysis of patient records, and 

fieldwork conducted in Saranac Lake, this study examines how stigma caused thousands of victims to 

migrate from all over the world in search of Dr. Edward Trudeau’s “cold air cure” and a place of 

acceptance. The demographic of Saranac Lake shifted drastically as the population skyrocketed. The 

sanatoria movement provided treatment and a refuge for sufferers, eliminated stigma through awareness 

of demand for treatment institutions, and created a curing industry that Saranac Lake is still proud of 

today. Ultimately the movement was successful in providing food, rest, and a sanitary environment for 

patients with Tuberculosis during the 19th century, possibly posing a viable treatment model for the 

future. [Saranac Lake, tuberculosis, cold air cure, sanatoria, stigma, migration, demography] 

skupp002@plattsburgh.edu (S-06) 

 

LALLY, Anne (University at Buffalo – State University of New York) Territories and Terroir: 

Inscribing the landscape with Domesticated Bodies in Iceland.  The annual réttir in Iceland is a 

ubiquitous event outside the capital region of Reykjavík. Translated literally to “gathering,” the réttir 

season begins in early September and consists of the collective herding of Icelandic sheep from common 

agricultural lands throughout the country. This paper investigates the historical and political dimensions 

of réttir as a strategy to maintain ancestral lands based on grazing rights, and how this agricultural 

practice exists in conflict with contemporary concerns of ecological conservation. The Icelandic 

highlands have experienced continuous desertification since shortly after settlement in the 9th century, 

and contemporary grazing practices contribute to continued degradation. The ideological conflict between 

agricultural production, agrarian identities, and environmental conservation further complicates the 

condensed meaning of réttir. This paper seeks to trace the entanglements of disparate groups, connecting 

the social and political interests of humans to the physical bodies of livestock within the contested 

landscape of the Icelandic highlands. [Key words:  multispecies ethnography, Iceland, agriculture, 

conservation] annelall@buffalo.edu (S-14) 

 

LEATHERWOOD, Cooper (Franklin Pierce University) The Museum Selfie: An Observational Study of 

the Museum Visitor Experience.  What can we infer about museums and the people who attend them? My 

Thesis is asking: Can we understand the museum visitor experience by observing how different visitor 

groups interact with exhibits? My project is based on an observational study of the museum visitor 

experience building on the work of John Falk’s research, based on interviews with people who visited 
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museums. He developed a contextual model which explains how people learn from museums through 

their personal, sociocultural and physical contexts. Later, building on this research, he explored how the 

role of identity motivates the museum visitor’s behavior and their interaction with any particular exhibit. 

My project builds off of Falk’s basic idea that identity motivates the way people view and behave around 

exhibits. I observed 21st century museum visitors using their cell phones to take pictures of the exhibits 

they enjoyed the most, producing what I call the “museum selfie.” Visitors are creating a memory that we 

as researchers use as an independent check on Falk’s interviews. [Key words: Museum visitors, John 

Falk, photography] cleatherwood@optimum.net (S-01)  

 

MANIGAULT, Joshua M. (SUNY Potsdam) The Busy Anthropologist: a Tool for Furthering 

Anthropological Understanding Among Undergraduate Students. Technology, specifically social 

networks, make communication easier. In the lives of undergraduates, social media are used for more than 

simply “social” activities; these platforms are increasingly used to educate, share information, and to 

engage in lively conversation regarding interests and beliefs. Reflecting on this, I have created a tool, 

“The Busy Anthropologist” that uses a social network format, to create an engaging forum for 

undergraduate students of anthropology. In preparation for launching The Busy Anthropologist, I used 

applied-anthropological research to better understand how undergraduate students communicate online 

and how they might benefit from an online forum to discuss their experiences in anthropology. I provide 

an overview the findings of this research and present my plans for the Busy Anthropologist.  [Key words: 

Anthropology, technology, social networks, forum, conversation.] manigajm197@potsdam.edu (S-23) 

 

MCGOVERN, Melissa (Le Moyne College) More Than a Transaction: Building a Community in the 

Asian Markets on the Northside of Syracuse, New York. Syracuse, New York has historically been home 

to many immigrant and refugee populations. This research describes the significance of the Southeast 

Asian ethnic markets for the Southeast Asian refugee population living on the Northside of Syracuse. 

More than just places of consumption, these markets create alternative communities allowing refugees to 

embrace their authentic selves. After interviewing six Southeast Asian shop owners and twenty 

customers, I found that this is done in three ways: 1. buying nostalgia or their own cultural products from 

home, 2. building social capital, with the help of others in the refugee community, to maintain their 

autonomy in the United States, and 3. creating cultural sustainability through preserving  cultural 

customs. [Key words: refugee resettlement, ethnic food markets, border studies] mcgovemc@lemoyne.edu  

(F-01) 

 

MONTAGUE, Linden (SUNY Potsdam) The Archaeology of Health and Wellness on the Browns’ 

Farm: Rural Medicine in 19th-Century Northern New York.  Archaeological studies of health and 

wellness are not limited to the examination of skeletal remains. In addition, objects like glass bottles and 

ceramic artifacts found in the archaeological record can give us a better understanding of disease 

prevalence and the daily health hardships faced by individuals in the past. In this paper, I focus on an 

assemblage found at a 19th century farm in St. Lawrence County, New York, occupied by Horace 

Woodard Brown, his wife Emily Brown, and their 10 children. I track the presence of health-related 

material culture in this assemblage and consider what it reveals about the Browns’ economic means and 

geographical access to healthcare. Furthermore, I contextualize the analysis through primary source 

research on the history of medicine in Northern New York. [Key words: New York, material culture, 

medicine] ljmontague9@gmail.com (S-22) 

 

MORAN, Mary H. (Colgate University) The Use and Abuse of Anthropological Knowledge in the 

Liberian Ebola Outbreak. During the 2014-15 outbreak of Ebola Virus Disease, US and European-based 

anthropologists with research specialization in the Upper Guinea Coast region offered their services to 

global health and biomedical responders. After initially being rebuffed in favor of “clinical solutions,” 

anthropologists and their particular knowledge were later welcomed into the suite of responses when it 

became clear that the disease was not behaving as it had elsewhere in Africa.  In this presentation, I 
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examine three areas, based on personal experience, where anthropological knowledge was solicited and 

incorporated into the public health response: 1) population movements, visiting patterns, and seasonal 

variation 2) funeral practices and the construction of “safe but dignified” burial practices, and 3) informed 

consent practices in the context of a convalescent blood donor program. In each case, the contribution of 

anthropological knowledge was welcome, but its ultimate use was out of the hands of its producers. While 

the international public health community seems to have gained new respect for the contributions of 

anthropologists, it remains to be seen if the ultimate message of tailoring responses to specific places has 

been received. [Key words:  Ebola, medical anthropology] mmoran@colgate.edu (S-24) 

 

MORENON, E. Pierre (Rhode Island College) Small Charcoal, Big Coastal Rhode Island Habitat 

Changes: Archaeological Studies at RI 1898. What is the timing of intense farming and complex 

villages? How extensive was indigenous habitat management along Rhode Island’s coastal edge? Here we 

explore ways that a tiny, isolated, in situ archaeological site contributes to large questions. Sequences of 

charcoal above, through and under lithic-rich strata position Late Archaic RI 1898 within a 7500 year-old 

soil sequence. But charcoal is also proxy data for land clearance and forest manipulation. RI 1898 still 

holds evidence for reconstructing coastal Holocene cultural and environmental changes in a region 

increasingly pressed by marine inundation and modern development. Welcome to the Anthropocene! 

[Key words: archaeology, Carbon-14, habitat management, Late Archaic] EMorenon@ric.edu (S-03) 

 

MYERS, Peter L.  (Essex County College) Plural Medicine. Many societies have multiple (plural) 

systems of belief and behavior regarding illness and curing.  These systems have been studied within 

medical anthropology since the mid 1970's. They include "Western" biomedicine, other "official" and 

ancient traditions such as Ayurveda in India, complementary systems such as chiropractic, folk medicine 

and healers, pharmacists as "almost doctors" and popular beliefs such as the "hot/cold" humoral 

classification of disease etiology. The array of systems evolve, compete, aspire to professional legitimacy, 

borrow and blend, as in religious and linguistic syncretism. A sub-system may be associated with ethnic 

diaspora origins or sociocultural status. Bicultural individuals may "code-switch between systems. Plural 

medicine in the USA is discussed, including a neglected area: fellowships of recovering substance users 

and their relatives as folk medical phenomena.  [Key words:  plural medical systems, plural medicine, 

syncretism, diaspora, code-switch] NYProf@gmail.com (S-24) 

 

NYSTROM, Rebecca E. (Franklin Pierce University) The Freshmen Fifteen at Franklin Pierce: 

Understanding Women’s Relationships with Food on Campus.  The “Freshmen Fifteen” experience has 

plagued first year university students for decades. The unwanted loss or gain of fifteen pounds can cause 

anxiety for many in an already stressful environment. The research presented here draws on interviews 

with female students at Franklin Pierce University and observations of their eating patterns at the 

cafeteria. Participant observation reveals the amounts of food eaten by female students, with whom they 

are eating, and their general patterns of eating behavior. This presentation reports on freshmen and 

sophomore women’s attitudes about food and how the “Freshmen Fifteen” has affected them. Of 

particular interest is understanding how the culture of food on campus affects female freshmen, 

particularly with respect to self-esteem, weight, and general health. Freshmen students are the focus of 

this ethnographic research because they are currently experiencing the Freshman Fifteen phenomena. 

[Key words: diet, eating patterns, stress, university students] nystromr12@live.franklinpierce.edu (S-05) 

 

O’CONNOR, Evan (Union College) Mise-en-Scène: The Roles of Social Status in Film Festivals.  For 

more than 80 years, film festivals have existed as an outlet of artistic expression and communication that 

travels far beyond international borders. In fact, an individual’s social status inside the film festival is 

crucial for reflecting the conditions of global communities. I provide a historical and ethnographic 

analysis of film festivals from the early 20th century to today. From Benito Mussolini’s Italian Fascist 

government to the Sundance Film Festival, I reveal a glimpse behind the scenes and explore the ways that 

various individuals, from the volunteer level to the political level, revamped the definition of the film 
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festival and its organizational process. Additionally, I present the ties between renowned film festivals 

around the world and the film festivals that I conducted anthropological research in, such as the Human 

Rights Watch and Nantucket Film Festivals. My conclusions explore projections of future film festivals 

and how they could become impacted by assorted social forces. [Key words: films, film festivals, history, 

visual anthropology] oconnore@union.edu (S-02) 

 

OLSON, Ernie (Wells College) A New Green Revolution? Renegade Farmers in Montana? The 21st 

century, especially with industrial agriculture and economic globalization, brings great challenges to the 

vitality of agriculture, local communities, and the natural environment in the dry land portions of 

Montana. At the national level, this is a geographical area that is simultaneously marked as a valuable, 

unique wildlife and game habitat and a sacrifice zone for Big Energy Extraction (oil, natural gas, and 

coal). At the state level, the area east of the Rockies is seen as a natural and necessary site for the 

perpetuation of Big Ag as a means of support for local and state economies. At the local level, one finds a 

range of strategies for economic survival but the growth in size of farms and ranches has been 

accompanied by a dwindling number of farms and ranches and the hollowing out of small-town 

communities. However, there are some new local agricultural strategies that offer an intriguing alternative 

to Big Ag as usual, and this paper provides a brief survey of these new developments and the related 

social and cultural frameworks that both encourage and challenge any countermovement to Big Ag. [Key 

words: globalization, Montana, Big Agriculture, environment, Green Revolution] eolson@wells.edu  

(S-14) 

 

OUTTERSON, Abigail and JUDGE, Katherine (Skidmore College) Social Identity and Stress Among 

College Students. In this study, we explore the relationship between aspects of social identity. These 

include but are not limited to ethnicity, socioeconomic status, gender identity, sexual orientation, and 

sleep patterns. We examine these factors along with hormonal correlates of stress and immune function in 

salivary samples among 100 Skidmore College students of varying ages and time spent at Skidmore. 

Research has established links between habitual experiences of social inequality and inhibited immune 

function, as well as the use of salivary hormone biomarkers to indicate these links. We hypothesize that 

individuals who have experienced less robust social circles or challenging identities at Skidmore will 

exhibit higher levels of alpha amylase and/or interleukin 6 salivary hormone, indicating inhibited immune 

function due to elevated stress response. [Key words:  stress, immune function, social identity, 

socioeconomic status, student health, academic stress, social support] aoutters@skidmore.edu (S-13) 

 

PAN, Yiyun Evian (Skidmore College) Recovering the Stories of Chinese Immigrants in the Spa City.  

The history of Chinese Immigration to the United States spans nearly two centuries. On a local scale, I 

examine the ways in which these immigrants and their children, the second generation, interacted with the 

environment of an upstate New York city where white culture is deeply rooted. Saratoga Springs, with its 

prosperous entertainment and artistic cultures, stable economy, and picturesque landscape, attracted many 

Chinese immigrants. This paper examines how the Saratoga Chinese Oral History Project documents the 

history of Chinese immigration and residency in town. The Project explores the immigrants’ cross-

continental journey, feelings of changing lifestyles, and how the dichotomy of growing up in a Chinese 

family and living in an American town shaped their daily experiences and awareness of identity. I utilized 

multimedia websites, audio clips, photographs, and other documentary technology to record and share 

these histories. This project was initiated in June 2015, during the Storytellers Institute organized by the 

John B. Moore Documentary Studies Collaborative at Skidmore College. [Key words: oral history, 

community, Chinese immigration, documentary] ypan@skidmore.edu (F-01) 

 

PAULK, Madison (Colgate University) “South Africa Belongs to All Who Live in It”: Congolese 

Refugee Notions of Belonging and Social Cohesion in Durban. This research applies transnational 

migration theory to conceptualize Congolese refugees’ sense of belonging, participation and inclusion in 

Durban, South Africa. This study is especially significant as the data was collected following Durban’s 
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second large-scale wave of xenophobic attacks on foreigners, occurring in March 2015.  Data was 

compiled through ten in-depth interviews with Congolese refugees, along with participant and non-

participant observations conducted while interning at the KwaZulu-Natal Refugee Council.  I argue that 

although demographically South Africa is a melting pot country, the ability for refugees to integrate 

across generations is seemingly unachievable.  The main themes include issues of challenging the South 

African concept of ‘The Rainbow Nation’, notions of belonging and citizenship, interpretations of social 

cohesion vs. government action toward integration, and a reimagining of ‘home. The presentation 

concludes by exploring how xenophobia as well as transnationality pose major challenges to creating 

social cohesion and integration in South Africa. [Key words: refugees, xenophobia, Congolese, South 

Africa, social cohesion] mpaulk@colgate.edu (S-16) 

 

PONTBRIAND, Kate (Franklin Pierce University) The Bones of Climate Change: Archaeology at 

Tranquility Farm. Tranquility Farm is a pre-contact Native American archaeological site located on the 

coast of Gouldsboro, Maine. This coastal shell midden has provided a wealth of stone and bone tools, 

animal bones, burned plant remains, and house floors dating to 1200 years before present. This paper 

considers evidence for climate change at the site by examining mammal, bird, and fish bones within a 

stratigraphic sample, and how they reflect changing patterns of seasonal use. [Key words:  archaeology, 

Maine, shell midden, climate change] pontbriandk12@live.franklinpierce.edu (S-11)  

 

PORTRIE, Carrie L. (University of New Hampshire) Qualitative Case Studies Examining How 

Professional Learning Teams Begin Implementing Universal Design for Learning in the Classroom.  

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) provides multiple means of engagement, representation, action, and 

expression for learning. The Center for Applied Science and Technology (CAST) has defined a UDL 

implementation process and structure schools can use to promote systems of change using Fixsen and 

colleagues (2005) work as well as the core principles of Carnegie's improvident science 

(http://www.carnegiefoundation.org/our-ideas/six-core-principles-improvement/). CAST identifies five 

phases of UDL implementation: Entering into UDL Implementation, Preparing for UDL Implementation, 

Applying UDL to Classroom Practice, Scaling UDL to the School, and Scaling UDL to the District. The 

following qualitative case study research examines how three public school district teams from a small 

New England state begin implementing UDL in the classroom. School districts elect to participate for one 

year with mentorship from CAST professional learning specialists. Teams try out UDL in practice, reflect 

upon its application, and identify and address common goals. Research purposes include (1) investigating 

teams’ different pathways toward implementation; (2) understand how districts/schools with differing 

improvement goals engage in implementation; and (3) broadly, how and if the process impacts school 

teams’ perspectives about how to expand learning opportunities and create systems of change. [Key 

words:  professional learning communities, education, Universal Design for Learning, implementation] 

cls0416@gmail.com (S-04)  

 

POWELL, Jimmy C. (University at Albany – State University of New York) The Slippages of Selfhood: 

Homosexuality and Islam in a Post 9/11 World.  The sociopolitical shifts that occurred after 9/11 have 

made issues surrounding homosexuality and Islam part of a larger geopolitical conversation. Same-sex 

desiring Muslims in the U.S. and Europe are often in a liminal space: a paradoxical loci that seemingly 

offers refuge to their sexual subjectivity while often alienating their religious subjectivity. This space is a 

new kind of margin, where the tensions between sanctuary and alienation create a new political subject: 

the codependent subject. This paper explores how to examine this new position, which locates the 

homosexual Muslim as a political subject whose sexual subjectivity is used to instantiate Western 

modernity while often demonizing Islam. The counter discourse denies the validity of the position 

completely, claiming homosexual identity as a continuation of the hegemonic project of Western empire. 

Anthropology is well positioned to examine the complexities of this emerging phenomenon, offering 

understanding of the slippages of selfhood through structured ethnography. [Key words: selfhood, 

homosexuality, Muslim, Islam, LGBTQ] jcpowell@albany.edu (F-03) 
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RIESZ, Leela (Connecticut College) Eating Halal in Spain: Muslim Immigrant Identity and the 

Restaurant Space. Muslims’ preoccupation with halal food practices is intensified in Spain where pork is 

ubiquitous. This study illuminates the tensions of living in Spain where Muslim’s cultural and religious 

practices are challenged. I draw on interviews with restaurant customers, owners, and workers and 

participant observation work in an NGO summer school in Almería, Spain. I highlight Muslims’ 

dependence on the kebab industry and avoidance of pork in restaurant and school settings. Spaniards view 

halal as a marker of Muslims’ otherness, giving weight to the halal/non-halal binary. Some Muslims 

measure their level of integration in Spain according to their food practices. Several Moroccan restaurant 

owners express hybridity by combining halal and traditional Spanish culinary elements. These food 

practices and Muslims’ negotiation of the gastronomic barrier are part of the process of forging a dual 

Muslim and Spanish identity and illuminate how food is inextricably linked to identity in the migration 

context. [Key words: Spain, migration; identity; halal; foodways) lriesz@conncoll.edu (S-05) 

 

ROSE, Samuel W. (University at Buffalo – State University of New York) Comparative Practices of 

Indigenous Spirituality, Tourism, and Community Development in the Mohawk Valley. This paper 

examines tourism’s role in community and economic development of the Kanatsiohareke Mohawk 

Community within two Catholic Shrines in the region. The study compares two organizational models 

and their political economies, which intensely utilize volunteer labor and donations, while examining 

tensions between spirituality and capitalism. I examine how the Catholic Shrines incorporate the 17th 

century Mohawk woman, Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, into production of spiritual/religious heritage, 

tourism, and claims to the history of the region, as compared to the Kanatsiohareke Mohawk 

Community’s traditionalist (non-Christian) framingand practice. The comparison focuses on practices of 

spirituality-infused community development, presentation of indigenous cultural heritage, and 

relationships between tourism and religion. I examine the tensions within these processes of heritage, 

community development, tourism, and religious expression, particularly tensions between community 

development and modernization, spirituality and materiality in terms of tourism, the mutually-constitutive 

relationship between identity and history, relationships between space and time in matters of heritage and 

political/cultural reclamation, and the production of spiritual meaning through labor and donations.[key 

words: Indigenous, Native American, religion, tourism, community development.] swrose@buffalo.edu 

(S-14) 

 

RUSSELL, JR., F. Daniel (University of Rhode Island) Flakes and Sedimentary Processes in Coastal 

Rhode Island: Geoarchaeology at RI 1898.  In situ, lithic artifacts represent to geologists a very stable 

layer or stratum across the landscape. They can also be viewed as proxy data with C-14 dating for 

determining depositional rates. How do lithic artifacts and charcoal behave beneath the surface? How do 

lithic artifacts and charcoal “move” relative to each other over time? What can we assume about the 

correlation between an absolutely dated lithic assemblage within a 7,500 year old soil sequence at RI 

1898? Well preserved sites like RI 1898 allow us to use archaeological data and charcoal as proxies to 

interpret sedimentary processes and productively link geology and archaeology. [Key words: lithics, 

charcoal, C-14, coastal, Rhode Island] danrus401@gmail.com (S-03)  

 

ST. DENNIS, Victoria (Skidmore College). Cuban Doctors in Salvador: Implications of Foreign 

Doctors in Urban Spaces. The Programa Mais Médicos (PMM) was introduced by the Brazilian 

government in order to combat the inadequacies of the Brazilian health care system, Sistema Único de 

Saúde (SUS). One of the main objectives of the PMM is to provide low income health centers with 

foreign and Brazilian doctors. The goal of this research was to examine the presence of Cuban doctors in 

Fazenda Coutos II, Salvador, Bahia in order to understand their impact on the community. Research was 

conducted through guided observations and interviews in Brazil during December 2014, as well as 

additional work completed in the United States. This study examines theories of structural violence, and 

methods of alleviation through medical diplomacy. Additionally, this study aims to address multiple 
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perspectives involved with and influenced by the PMM, as the development of the program was met with 

conflict from patients, Brazilian doctors, and the Brazilian media. [Key words: Programa Mais Médicos 

(PMM), Brazil, medical anthropology, medical diplomacy, structural violence] vstdenni@skidmore.edu 

(S-24) 

 

SAINTONGE, Kenneth (Eastern Connecticut State University) Communication Perspectives and 

Context in a Changing Technological Era. This research explores the myriad ways in which people use 

technology to communicate. Research shows that we are experiencing a paradigm shift in our social 

networks, where new forms of communication can support, enhance and expanded our relationships. 

Others argue that being “absently present” detracts from the development of deep social bonds. I explore 

this topic through conversation diaries, which research subjects have been asked to keep for a twenty-

four-hour period. Preliminary results show that context (professional, intimate, gossip, friendly, 

organizational, etc.) impacts the type of technology used as well as expectations concerning notions of 

isolation, meaning, and personal satisfaction. [Key words: social networks, technology to communicate, 

absently present, notions of isolation] saintongek@gmail.com (S-23) 

 

SCHWEIGERT, Valerie (Wells College) Becoming a “Good Filipino”: Adaptation and Acculturation 

within Filipino Migrant Communities.  This project is an auto-ethnography that explores my sense of 

identity as a bi-cultural American. Through a cross-cultural and cross-geographic lens, I deconstruct my 

heritage, kinship network, and the idea of what it means to be a “good Filipino” as a member interacting 

and incorporated within various Filipino communities. Filipino communities from three different regions 

are discussed: 1) a South Texas Filipino-American Association, 2) my extended family residing in the 

Philippine Islands, and 3) my aunts’ scattered network of Filipino contacts in Melbourne, Australia. 

Contemporary issues faced by many immigrant populations—regarding migration, ethnicity, 

globalization, cultural survival, and hybridity—are colorfully highlighted through my personal accounts 

of growing up as a member of a migrant Filipino community. I identify the cultural constructs that 

embody what it means to be an ideal member of these communities, locating the concept of “The Good 

Filipino” through a critical participant-observer perspective. My “epiphanies” or personal anecdotes are 

analyzed using theoretical frameworks derived from studies in race relations, identity construction and 

management, post-colonial theory, and immigration/diaspora studies. [Key words: bi-cultural, kinship, 

immigrant populations, cultural hybridity] vrschweigert12@wells.edu (S-16)  

 

SHELDON, Cooper (SUNY Potsdam) Anthropogenic Landscape Change at the Jones Brothers 

Company Industrial Complex. This paper summarizes research into changes in the cultural landscape of 

the former Jones Brothers Company Site in Barre, Vermont. In order to explain the landscape change, this 

project used a Quantum Geographical Information System in combination with historical background 

information on the granite industry in Barre. Eleven maps were created as a final product, showing the 

change in the cultural landscape over time. These individual years were chosen based on the historical 

context of the represented features and the apparent alteration of the cultural landscape. My data analysis 

and findings will form the basis of recommendations for further archaeological work and areas of focus 

for future projects. This project discovered that the site’s landscape is influenced by the past and present 

owners of the property, changing labor relations, and technological innovations in industry and 

transportation. [Key words: Vermont, landscape change, geography, mapping] 

sheldocd195@potsdam.edu (S-22) 

 

SHOTT, Cora-Beth (SUNY Potsdam) Overcoming Social Isolation through Virtual Engagement: A 

Study of Tumblr.  Social networking sites bring people together. For self-identifying introverts and those 

coping with anxiety and/or depression, these sites can help fill the social void. In this paper I present my 

examination of Tumblr as a safe space for community creation and the development of social support 

systems for people who otherwise might feel isolated. I focus on how this site draws individuals in 

through its organization, guarantee of user anonymity, and reliance on digital text-manipulation to 
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provide an emotive context to social interactions. My research explores how users adapt to virtual social 

environments and how Tumblr communities allow users to express themselves more fully then they could 

in face-to-face interactions. [Key words:  mental illness, tumblr, anxiety, depression, introvert, social 

networking] shottc196@potsdam.edu (S-23) 

 

SILVA, Sónia (Skidmore College) Culture and Art at the National Ethnology Museum, Portugal, 1960s-

1980s.  Familiar accounts of the representation of the ‘other’ in Western museums often distinguish 

between two periods: modernism and postmodernism. During modernism, the artifacts of the ‘other’ were 

categorized as art or culture depending on the type of museum, art or anthropology, where they stood; 

with postmodernism, however, anthropology curators begin to critically exhibit those same objects in new 

configurations, playfully crossing and erasing older boundaries. In this paper, I seek to complicate this 

sharp distinction by considering the Africa curatorial project that took place at the National Ethnology 

Museum of Portugal the 1960s-1980s (late modernism). In Portugal, the anthropology curators repeatedly 

exhibited the African objects as simultaneously universal art and culturally relative artifacts. Rather than 

seeing this curatorial blending of categories as an exception, though, I see it as an illustration of the 

broader tendency of anthropology curators to engage with ‘culture’ and ‘art’ during modernism, a 

tendency that continues, to a large extent, to define anthropology museums to date. [Key words: 

anthropology museums, culture, art, modernism, Africa, Portugal] ssilva@skidmore.edu (S-01)  

 

SINGH, Jason (Loyola University Maryland) Saintmaking: The Construction of Patriarchal Identity in 

Mormonism. Amid contemporary interest in the dynamics of religion and religiosity in the modern world, 

scholars across disciplines have focused upon negotiation, disaffiliation, spirituality, and secularization. 

However, in an examination of the literature relating to the above phenomena, a person’s ascriptive or 

inherited worldview is often ignored or taken for granted. In addressing the issue on the subject of 

Mormonism in particular, I theoretically locate the significance of a Latter-day Saint consciousness as the 

organizationally intended outcome of socialization, enculturation, and cognitive direction. To this end I 

present an articulation of elements that clarify both the method and meaning associated with a 

‘homegrown’ Latter-day Saint identity. Ethnographic enquiry conducted within the ‘Mormon culture 

region’ in 2005 and 2009 along with narrative analysis, historical considerations, and theological 

perspective provide a platform whereby a greater degree of understanding is gained concerning the course 

of events I refer to as saintmaking, or Mormonization. [Keywords: Mormonism, identity, socialization, 

enculturation, cognition] jason.singh@wolfson-oxford.com (F-03)  

 

SORCI, Olivia (University of Vermont) Perceptions in Health Care: an American in a Gozitan Hospital. 

The following paper is based on a project conducted for three weeks in the summer of 2015, on the island 

of Gozo. The project explores multiple aspects of primary health care in Malta, such as language 

exchange and insurance coverage that was observed to be important during my research. Malta claims to 

cover all its citizen’s health care, yet many patients choose to pay for their own care. Additionally, 

various dynamics in care could result from a potential language barrier between patient and caretaker. The 

paper uses ethnographic methods such as interviews and participant observation to demonstrate an 

American’s perspective in a Gozitan Hospital. [Key words:  Gozo, medical, health care] 

livsorci@gmail.com (S-24) 

 

STAM, Kathryn (SUNY Polytechnic Institute) The Faces of Refugee Resettlement in Central New York.  

Many images of refugees today portray people during some of their darkest and most frightening days. 

Resettled refugees, about 1 out of 100, are considered very lucky to escape from years or even decades 

living in poor and sometimes dangerous refugee camps. This talk examines two ways that refugees are 

portrayed in photographs. The first is in the form of formal portraits that were taken in Utica, New York 

(by colleague Lynne Browne) of resettled refugees at cultural events since 2012. The images of Karen, 

Burmese, Bhutanese-Nepali, Somali-Bantu and Sudanese refugees will be exhibited alongside Steve 

McCurry's exhibit at the Munson-Williams-Proctor Arts Institute from June-Dec. 2016. The other images 
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come from refugees’ Facebook pages, and reveal both happier times in the refugee camps, and a mix of 

difficult and funny times in new host cities. These images from the small central New York city of Utica 

are similar to those found in many other refugee-rich Rust Belt cities. Beyond giving a sense of refugee 

life and cultural adaptation in the United States, the images point to social and health problems that could 

be addressed through applied anthropology practices. [Key words: resettled refugees, Utica, portraits, 

Facebook] stamk@sunyit.edu (F-01)  

 

STEINER, Christopher B. (Connecticut College) From Artifact to Art: The Harley Collection of 

Liberian Masks at the Peabody Museum.  Dr. George W. Harley is perhaps best known for his collection 

of Liberian masks and artifacts sold to the Peabody Museum at Harvard University from the late 1930s to 

early 1950s. Works documented to have been collected by Harley also command increasingly high prices 

on the international art market. Less known, however, is the role Harley played in commodifying African 

art, and commissioning replicas for the art trade. This paper explores how the missionary-collector 

interacted with a burgeoning private African art market during the mid 20th century. And how Harley 

reproduced, refinished, and refashioned Liberian masks to satisfy what he perceived to be the tastes and 

desires of American collectors of African art. [Key words: Museum anthropology, visual culture, African 

art, Liberia] cbste@conncoll.edu (S-01)  

 

TAYLOR, Catherine (Independent Researcher) Linguistic Connections between Hassanegk-Horseneck 

in Algonquian Oral History and Colonial Records.  Origins of the ubiquitous stone chambers of New 

England have fascinated many over the years. Both Algonquian oral history and the Colonial record show 

the word Hussunegk as meaning stone huts or rock shelters and the colonial record often shows the word 

was Anglicized to the word ‘Horseneck’. Research in the Colonial areas named ‘Horseneck’ in MA, RI, 

CT, NJ, and VT shows connections to stone huts. Understanding that Algonquian people worked with 

stone and had names for places indicating stone connections is a beginning step in understanding the 

many Algonquian ceremonial stone landscapes scattered throughout New England. [Key words:  

Algonquian oral history, colonial record, stone chambers] phoenixrisingct@gmail.com (S-25)  

 

VASAVDA, Nealay (Union College) Citizens Forgotten: The Political Economy of Poverty in Silicon 

Valley.  As the global hub of technological innovation, Silicon Valley has served as a poster child for the 

American Dream. It is seen largely as a place where a small start-up in a dimly-lit garage can blossom 

into one of the most powerful corporations in the world. Yet in the wake of an influx of wealth and 

genius, vast segments of the population were either squeezed out to the margins or forced to move. This 

ethnographic study investigates the under-studied and still-emerging phenomenon of poverty in one of the 

richest pockets of wealth in American history. Adopting a structural perspective, I argue against 

individualistic theories of poverty that tend to blame the victim. Instead, I assert that urban poverty in the 

United States is an effect of decades of conscious political and economic decisions that have decimated 

the lives of working- and middle-class Americans. In Silicon Valley specifically, I focus on issues related 

to industry, immigration, housing, education and cost of living to tell the story of the other, invisible side 

of the dot-com boom – one often hidden under a guise of glitz and glamour. [Key words: poverty, income 

inequality, Silicon Valley, United States] vasavdan@union.edu (S-16) 

 

WASHBURN, Benjamin G. and SCHAFFER, Laura C. (Union College) In the Beautiful Things that 

We Share: Examining Multiculturalism in an Urban Fijian Primary School.  Due to Fiji’s history of 

colonialism, there are many tensions between ethnic groups, particularly between indigenous Fijians and 

Indo-Fijians brought in as indentured servants in the late 19th century. A multicultural education can be a 

potential solution to overcoming these ethnic tensions that are rooted in historical ethnic stereotypes and a 

lack of understanding. We analyze Yat-Sen Primary School: a Chinese heritage school in Suva, Fiji, with 

a student body comprising Chinese, indigenous Fijians, and Indo-Fijians, among other ethnicities. Based 

on interviews, observations in various classrooms, attendance of school-wide events and ‘culture talks,’ 

and analysis of Ministry of Education curriculum materials, we argue that Yat-Sen provides a community 
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where a variety of ethnic groups learn to live together harmoniously through the teaching and celebrating 

of the ethnic values of all students. The multiculturalism at Yat-Sen stands in opposition to the ethnic 

stereotypes and tensions that surround these children in their everyday lives outside of school. [Key 

words:  Fiji, multiculturalism, ethnic values, identity, education] washburb@union.edu (S-04) 

 

WEHRER, Margaret (SUNY Polytechnic Institute, Utica, NY) Guatemalans Navigate Kinship and 

Friendship as Migrant Dairy Workers. Central New York is home to hundreds of Guatemalan dairy 

workers whose labor is needed to sustain small and medium-sized family dairy farms throughout the 

region. The work is dirty, monotonous, and constant, but the pay is good, so many dairy workers stay 

with the same farm for years or even decades. How do these young Guatemalans, mostly men, adjust to 

life without their family and close friends? How do they maintain family connections, build social 

networks, and interact with their American employers? In this paper, I discuss an upcoming ethnographic 

research project focusing on how Central New York Guatemalan dairy workers maintain existing kinship 

and friendship networks and forge new ones as a matter of both survival and choice. Among the 

farmworker relationships I discuss are those with American employers, family members in Guatemala 

and the US, and US volunteers with whom migrant farmworkers come in contact, such as health workers 

and English teachers. [Key words: farmworkers, Guatemala, dairy, New York] 

wehrerklingamans@gmail.com (F-01) 

 

WELSCH, Robert L. (Franklin Pierce University) The Most Important Early Archaeologist that Nobody 

Has Ever Heard Of: The Role of William C. Mills and the Ohio Mounds in the History of Archaeology.  

The professionalization of archaeology as a sub-field of anthropology in the U. S. began with awarding 

the PhD to an archaeologist in 1894. Research on the early history of American archaeology suggests that 

a major, but largely forgotten figure was Ohio archaeologist William C. Mills. Although Mills barely 

merits a mention in most histories of archaeology and anthropology, he played a much larger role in 

shaping the development of archaeological methodology than is usually recognized, excavating Ohio 

mound sites every summer, and publishing his findings in the Society’s journal. He had a rich 

correspondence with nearly every minor archaeologist in the Mid-West and helped educate them about 

his developing methods of excavation. His social networking, evidenced in his correspondence, 

demonstrates that he was connected both to most archaeologists of his day and to a lesser extent with the 

major cultural anthropologists, biological anthropologists, and zoologists of his era, all of which allowed 

him to keep up with developments in the discipline, especially methodologically. Although his major 

contribution in methods has largely been overlooked by archaeologists since the 1960s, he was a major 

methodologist in archaeology in the first quarter of the twentieth century. [Key words:  History of 

Anthropology, archaeology] welschr@franklinpierce.edu (S-03) 

 

WEST, Anna (William Paterson University of New Jersey) Microcephaly, Mosquitoes, and Motherhood: 

Picturing Zika.  International coverage of the 2014 West African Ebola outbreak relied on several stock 

images including aid workers in protective gear, rubber boots drying in the sun, bushmeat on makeshift 

grills. Not more than a year later, another viral infection is in the news—and with it, new images of 

suffering Others and prospective threats to population health. The temporality has shifted, however, from 

fears of imminent death to a crisis of reproduction. Rather than body bags and biohazard suits, portraits of 

Zika feature three stock characters: infants with microcephaly, pregnant women, and mosquitoes rendered 

‘exotic’ by virtue of names such as Aedes aegypti and “Asian Tiger Mosquito.” This paper offers a close 

reading of images accompanying articles about Zika in U.S. newspapers. I examine how representations 

of Zika work to “other” infected and affected bodies in the Global South while playing to Northern 

readers’ notions of distance and difference. [Key words:  medical anthropology, public health, epidemics] 

anna.m.west@gmail.com (S-24) 

 

WILSON, Joseph A. P. (Fairfield University) Whence Came the Athabaskans?: Visualizing a Four-

Field Approach to Prehistoric Mass Migration. In the course of several centuries during the Common 
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Era, Athabaskan speakers departed from a remote corner of Alaska and came to be one of the dominant 

ethnic groups west of the Continental Divide. This late prehistoric Athabaskan expansion was one of the 

largest and fastest pedestrian mass migrations in human history.  Yet there is little consensus on 

fundamental causes and parameters for this movement.  Beyond the general southward and eastward 

trajectory, specialists across the discipline of anthropology disagree on scores of fundamental questions.  

Precisely where, when, why and how did this ethnic “explosion” occur? As this is a problem for all four 

subdisciplines of Anthropology. Continent-scale reconstruction of Athabaskan migrations and 

ethnogenesis must integrate material culture, DNA, linguistic, and ethnographic materials.  My work in 

major museum ethnographic collections is framed within a cross-disciplinary context and mapped, 

revealing heretofore unrecognized patterns in the data.  The proto-Athabaskan terms for specific 

technologies correspond to archaeological and ethnographic usage of those technologies, and to particular 

Y-chromosomes (C3b patrilineages).  Together, these data point to a southwest Alaskan origin for the 

dispersal, late in the first millennium CE, and a rapid movement into the Southwest US, culminating early 

in the second millennium CE.  Thus, cross-disciplinary data show the Athabaskan expansion was sexually 

asymmetrical (male mediated), driven by advantageous weapons technologies originating in Asia, and 

was much faster than is generally recognized.[Key words: Athabaskan, mass migration, cross-

disciplinary] jwilson13@fairfield.edu (S-13) 

 

WINKLER, Linda A. (Wilkes University) and MORAN, Katie (Art Garage-Denver) Community 

Narratives through Children's Books.  Improving literacy can be a difficult goal to implement outside of 

the developed world due to limited textbooks or culturally appropriate children’s books in local 

languages. Anthropologists are uniquely suited to be part of literacy initiatives by creating children’s 

books relevant to local communities or cultural groups. Such projects can be interdisciplinary, combining 

visual image with narrative. This paper discusses an anthropological project in Tanzania where an 

interdisciplinary team (anthropologist, artist, community leaders) develop a children’s book series as an 

applied research project. The books involve cultural and ethno-historical research over two summers. 

Their narratives and artwork have been developed with community leaders. Each book covers some 

aspect of the cultural life of the community with the final one telling the story of the last chief of this area: 

an important historical person. This type of partnership helps preserve ethno-historical knowledge plus 

helps to improve literacy access for children.  [Key words:  community development, ethnohistory, cross-

cultural, interdisciplinary, children’s books] linda.winkler@wilkes.edu (S-04) 

 

ZARZYNSKI, Joseph W. (Maritime Archaeologist & Independent Researcher) Documentary: "Iron 

Sentries--The Mystery Cannons of Fort William Henry" (Pepe Productions) The documentary, "Iron 

Sentries--The Mystery Cannons of Fort William Henry" (Pepe Productions, 2016), examines a team of 

professional archaeologists, avocational archaeological technicians, and college students as they study 

nine colonial-era artillery pieces in the collection of a replica French & Indian War fort and museum in 

upstate New York. In 1954, a truck arrived at Fort William Henry Museum in the Village of Lake George 

and dropped off nine iron cannons, identified only as recently discovered by divers at a British man-of-

war shipwreck in the Florida Keys. Six decades later, in 2014, the research group works to determine 

from which British shipwreck these cannons came and their association with the infancy of underwater 

archaeology in American waters.  [Key words:  archaeology, underwater, Fort William Henry, cannons, 

War of Jenkins' Ear, frigate] zarcuws@aol.com (F-02) 

 

ZIMMERMAN, Michael S. (Bridgewater State University) Visualizing Narratives of Destruction: How 

Archaeologists are Responding to the Destruction of Cultural Heritage. We have all seen, and noted with 

increasing alarm, the wanton destruction of archaeological sites and cultural heritage by the terrorist 

group, ISIL, and other political actors in the Middle East, particularly those involved in the conflict in 

Syria. These actions are not limited to destruction at archaeological sites such as Apamea, Nimrud, 

Khorsabad, Nineveh, Dura-Europos, Ebla, and Palmyra, but also include widespread looting of portable 

cultural heritage, sold to collectors in the West to help fund their activities. This paper analyzes how ISIL 
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and other groups in the region are looting, destroying, and damaging cultural heritage, and in particular, 

how archaeologists are using visual media, including 3D scans, photogrammetry, and open-source 

cultural heritage inventories to fight destruction of cultural heritage in the region, and how they are 

endeavoring use these tools to change public perceptions and visualizations of cultural heritage 

protection. [Key words: cultural heritage protection, terrorism, looting, 3D visualization, cultural heritage 

inventories] michael.zimmerman@bridgew.edu (F-02)  
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* * * 

POSTER ABSTRACTS 
(by last name of first author) 

 

AUER, Sarah, LIMA, Matheus, and SMART, Britney (Skidmore College) Doulas: Reconstructing 

Pregnancy as an Empowering Rite of Passage.  In this study, we explore pregnancy as a rite of passage, 

as conceptualized by Van Gennep and Turner. We examine the birth process through the classic medical 

model and with the addition of a doula. We argue that within the medicalized setting of birth women are 

often treated like neophytes and stripped of their autonomy and control. Using our ethnographic interview 

data with local doulas, nurses and other medical professional we provide a framework through which to 

envision doulas as a potentially empowering force. Through the addition of doulas into the bio-medical 

model, women can retain control over their bodies during the birthing process. Doulas facilitate education 

and support, assisting mothers to participate in the decision making of their own pregnancies and 

subsequently empowering them as women and new mothers. [Key words:  Doula, childbirth, support, 

United States, medicalized birth, health outcomes.] sauer@skidmore.edu (F-05) 

 

BAILEY, Lydia (Wells College) Game Pieces at Myers Farm: A 15th Century Cayuga Site.  The 

archaeological dig of Myers Farm, an upstate New York site dating to the mid-15th century, has provided 

evidence supporting an early foundation of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy. The dig was undertaken 

with direct participation and permission of the local indigenous community. While classifying the worked 

bone collected from the site, I discovered that an unprecedented 120 could be categorized as game pieces-

- 75 bone pieces, including a variety of pieces sculpted from the phalanges of deer, 42 claw shaped dice 

with decorated sides, and 3 engraved ceramic discs. Diversity in the style of game pieces suggests that 

this site was visited by outsiders from various locations. Oral tradition dates the founding of the 

Haudenosaunee confederacy to over a thousand years ago, but some scholars have disputed that, claiming 

there could not have been a peaceful democracy in place from such an early period and instead suggesting 

a date well into the 15th century. Given that the Myers Farm site was occupied during this time period, 

we can address that argument directly. [Key words: archaeology, bone game pieces, Haudenosaunee, 

warfare] lbbailey14@wells.edu (S-07) 

 

BOSWORTH, Andrew (Skidmore College) Spatial Mapping and Analysis of the Woodlawn Estate 

Stables Archaeological Site.  The Woodlawn Estate Stables (WES) is a historic site on Skidmore campus 

that has been the focus of archaeological excavation for 5 years. However, the WES site has yet to be 

inputted and spatially graphed in contemporary mapping software. Using ArcGIS, all archaeological 

excavation units from previous years’ investigations were spatially mapped and bound to the digital 

catalog of all their artifact finds. This map allows for spatial analysis based on certain archaeological 

characteristics such as artifact types, diagnostics, and more. The poster presents the new WES map, which 

can be updated as more excavations occur, and is publically accessible for analytic use. [Key words:  

ArcMap, GIS, spatial analysis, Woodlawn Estate Stables] aboswort@skidmore.edu (S-07)  

 

DANIELS, Nina (Wells College) Growing Experiences: An Analysis of Benefits and Threats a 

Community Garden Poses to a College Environment.  For centuries, community gardens have brought 

people together, encouraged community life, and increased food security. From times of food scarcity to 

times of civil unrest, the benefits of gathering a community around otherwise unused land, educating 

people on countless related topics, and providing fresh food cannot go unnoticed. My interest in 

agriculture and community development prompted me to study the benefits of community gardening, 

their limitations and whether or not a community garden on the campus of a rural, liberal arts college 

would be a positive improvement to the campus community. Through a literature review, I evaluated the 

benefits of community farming by focusing largely on agricultural produce gardens with respect to 

collegiate implementation. My investigation of motivations for community leaders to start community 
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gardens will provide insight into ways to encourage participation and involvement in other sustainable 

enterprises connected to community or campus gardens. Unfortunately, there are numerous reasons that 

community gardens are not created or fail. Understanding these complications can aid any evaluation of 

the appropriateness and feasibility of a community garden on a college campus. [Key words: community 

gardens, food security, sustainability] npdaniels12@wells.edu (F-05) 

 

GABRIELE, Corinne N. (AECOM) Experiencing “Wilderness”: An Analysis of Local Camp Life in the 

Adirondack Mountains.  For decades, people have traveled into New York’s Adirondack Mountains to 

take refuge from the drudgery of daily life— an escape into nature’s serenity. While many trekked great 

distances to enjoy the “wilderness,” some had the mountains only a few miles from their homes. This 

study, based on material culture from a North Elba camp site excavated during SUNY Potsdam’s 2009 

archaeological field school, considers how local residents experienced and perceived wilderness in the 

Adirondacks during the early 20th century. Looking specifically at the glass and ceramic assemblage, the 

material culture suggests practices such as home brewing and a preference for local ceramics, designed 

with a nature motif. This research identifies how, through production and consumption habits, and 

presentation of self, even local residents used camp life as a reprieve, and as a place to affirm the power 

of nature. [Key words: Adirondacks, archaeology, camp life] cgabriele076@gmail.com (S-07) 

 

HOLDEN, Joanna (SUNY Potsdam) Chipping Away at the Eastern Woodlands Bowyer's Toolkit.  The 

introduction of the bow and arrow into the ancient economies of the Eastern Woodlands remains poorly 

understood. Scholars commonly use projectile points as a way of recognizing this technology. However, 

this approach has been of limited success. To help overcome this limitation, I conducted a literature 

review focusing on the range of stone tool-types associated with bow building. Using this information, I 

attempted to reconstruct the manufacturing process to better understand the bowyer’s toolkit. My goal 

with this research is to create an artifact guide that archaeologists can use to recognize tools potentially 

associated with bow building. Through defining this toolkit it may become possible to establish a more 

definitive date for the arrival of the bow in Eastern North America. [Key words: Eastern Woodlands, 

Bowyer's Toolkit, experimental archaeology, Lithic tools, reconstruction] holdenj196@potsdam.edu (S-

07) 
 

KOLIOS, John (Skidmore College) Spears, Darts, or Arrows? Determining Projectile Point Function at 

Water’s Edge.  Excavations at the Water’s Edge site uncovered a collection of projectile points ranging 

from the Middle Archaic to the Late Woodland periods. The large variation in the size, form, and time 

frames of these points leads to the question of different uses or functions for different point types. This 

paper assesses multiple methods of determining projectile point function using various criteria, such as 

mass, length, width, tip-penetrating angles, among others. The purpose of this study is therefore to 

determine how people living at Water’s Edge used the projectile points, how these points’ uses and 

functions may have changed over time, and when these changes and transitions may have taken place 

according to the archaeological record. Inquiries into point functions can aid our understanding of when 

people began using various technologies, such as the bow and arrow. [Key words: projectile point, lithic, 

function, Archaic, Woodland, North American, archaeology, Water's Edge] jkolios@skidmore.edu (S-07) 

 

LI, Jie (Skidmore College) A Visual Examination of the Spatial Dynamics Within the Fez el Bali.   As a 

world cultural heritage site, the old medina of Fez el Bali, Fez, Morocco has undergone enormous 

changes in the past three decades. Changes of space inside the medina reveal insight into the history, 

culture, and contemporary community of Fez. This project aims to help uncover the dynamical 

relationship between the space and the residents of the old medina of Fez. Employing a combination of 

photography, computer models by AutoCAD Architecture, and digital mapping samples by AutoCAD 

Map, the project explores visual approaches to compose a preview of a potential platform to archive both 

primary visual documents and creative artworks--ultimately, encouraging the adaption of digital 

visualization in the preservation work of the world culture heritage, and hence assisting with further 
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studies and projects about the medina. [Key words: mapping, digital mapping, 3D modeling, 

photography, visualization, culture heritage, online archive, space, School for International Training] 

jli3@skidmore.edu (F-05)  

 

LUCAS Michael, O'CONNELL, Kristin, WINCHELL-SWEENEY, Susan (New York State 

Museum) and HORSLEY Timothy (Northern Illinois University) Mapping the Archaeology of Slavery 

in the Hudson River Valley. Recent archaeological research is producing an ever expanding literature on 

the material conditions of slavery in the north, particularly as it existed in New York City and Long 

Island. As a result, archaeologists and historians now recognize that the built environment of slavery 

assumed many forms in the northeast, including plantations. Yet, a rigorous archaeological scholarship in 

the upper Hudson valley is lagging. Archaeologists at the New York State Museum began a project in 

2014 entitled the Archaeology of Slavery in the Hudson River Valley to address this disparity. The 

project has the broad goal of exploring the material evidence of slavery as it existed along the Hudson 

River from New York to Albany during the seventeenth through early nineteenth centuries. This poster 

presents an introduction to the project and preliminary spatial data on slavery in the vicinity of Albany. 

[Key words:  historical archaeology, slavery] michael.lucas@nysed.gov (S-07) 

 

MERRITT, Stanley G. (SUNY Potsdam) Finding the Point: Attempting to Differentiate Between Darts 

and Arrows. The adoption of the bow and arrow by Native peoples in eastern North America was a major 

technological development. Scholars have tried to track the bow’s emergence by attempting to 

differentiate arrowheads from atlatl dart points. Here, I use an assemblage from the Hunter’s Home site 

(NY) to evaluate four of the most common morphometric techniques. Findings suggest that these analyses 

may be inconclusive. Instead, further research should focus on variability in hafting, as different strategies 

may facilitate vastly different point sizes. Therefore, dart tips could serve as arrowheads and vice versa. 

Further experimentation with projectile weight may prove a more valuable indicator of projectile delivery 

system. [Key words: Prehistoric Archaeology, projectile points, Eastern Woodlands, hafting, 

morphometric] merritsg196@potsdam.edu (S-07) 

 

MULROY, Rachel (Bridgewater State University) A Typology of Polished Pebbles.  The presence of 

large quantities of polished pebble artifacts from the Middleboro Little League Site in Massachusetts 

contradicts Binford’s outdated yet ingrained theory, rooted in processual archaeology, whose tiered 

framework emphasizes economics and social structure while neglecting the importance of ideological 

systems. Despite existing evidence of polished pebbles at archaeological sites around the world, very little 

is understood about the significance of these apparently non-utilitarian artifacts. For this reason I have 

constructed a typology of polished pebbles by applying qualitative and quantitative data analyses to a 

random sample taken from the collection. The research concludes that this suggests a culture's strong, 

intentional commitment to a belief system - showing the significance of ideological systems which can be 

interpreted through cultural material. [Key words: polished pebbles, ceremonial, ideology] 

rmulroy@student.bridgew.edu (S-07) 

 

NICHOLS, Samantha J. (SUNY Potsdam) Gendered Ink: An Ethnographic and Visual Study of 

Gendered Identities.  The practice of tattooing varies in technique and significance across societies 

around the globe. This study considers the cultural mechanism of tattoos and their meaning among the 

Potsdam population. Primary data was collected over a four-month period on SUNY Potsdam’s campus 

and within the village. Through interviews, photographs and one focus group, this work documents the 

perceptions surrounding tattoos in this community. The project explores the way tattoos are used 

culturally, and examines the negative notions surrounding the practice. Furthermore, this work showcases 

the specific use of tattoos in construction of personal identity. The outcome of this research is an exhibit 

at the local museum, and a public presentation highlighting the individuals studied, and the motivations 

behind their tattoos to better understand both the functions and stigmas of this cultural act. [Key words:  

tattoo, cultural anthropology, stigma] nicholsj196@potsdam.edu (F-05) 
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ROSS, Anamaria Iosif (SUNY Empire State College) Promoting Breastfeeding: Challenges and 

Initiatives in the Mohawk Valley. This presentation integrates anthropological and public health 

perspectives to examine issues surrounding breastfeeding in a Central New York county, based upon my 

year-long field placement with the Perinatal Network. My work involved researching birth record data 

and evidence-based initiatives, and developing materials for launching a new breastfeeding promotion 

initiative. My community-based efforts focused on promoting awareness of breastfeeding disparities, 

fostering a breastfeeding-friendly culture/environment, access to knowledge and support, and 

"normalizing" breastfeeding. The presentation includes discussion of ethnic and racial breastfeeding 

disparities, the visibility of breastfeeding, local barriers (including language and literacy), and 

opportunities to support breastfeeding families. The study addresses the range of experiences and 

breastfeeding patterns that characterize diverse refugee and minority populations, possible and recent uses 

of a mobile/web/mapping technologies to create or promote breastfeeding friendly places, efforts to 

domesticate public spaces, and recent events and struggles surrounding public breastfeeding. [Key words: 

breastfeeding, disparities, refugee, public health, women] anamaria.verona@gmail.com (F-05) 

 

SELIGE, Tyler W. (SUNY Potsdam) Investigating the Manufacture of the Birch Bark Canoe.  The birch 

bark canoe’s light weight and versatility allowed people to quickly travel across wide geographic areas, 

making trade and culture exchange possible in unprecedented ways. Although in spite of their importance 

during the early historic period, these canoes are virtually absent in the archaeological record. This study 

seeks to understand the potential processes for birch bark canoe manufacturing and use in the ancient 

past. To accomplish this, I examine literature related to bark canoe building and compile a list of potential 

tool types and environmental signatures. According to this study, a very specialized toolkit, along with 

certain environmental conditions is required to successfully create this watercraft. This allows researchers 

to focus on certain key factors that would increase the potential of labeling an archaeological site as 

related to bark canoe building. [Key words: Birch, Bark Canoe] seligetw197@potsdam.edu (S-07) 

 

SHAHINIAN, Kaitlin, BAUTISTA, Alex, KRASINSKI, Kathryn E. and Wygal, Brian T. (Adelphi 

University) Sustina Valley Late Holocene Archaeological Site Analysis in Alaska. Dena’ina are Alaskan 

Native Athabaskans that live on the coasts of Southcentral Alaska and maintain a sedentary lifestyle. 

Traditionally mobile hunter-gatherers, Dena’ina have occupied a territory of roughly 41,000 square miles 

around the Cook Inlet for approximately 1,000-1,500 years. Archaeological research in the Cottonwood 

Creek area of western Knik Arm has yielded features showing signs of repeated or continuous use of land 

from past Dena’ina settlements, signs of the transition to a fully sedentary culture which intensively 

harvested salmon. Based on basic collector behaviors, Dena’ina house pits are usually found surrounded 

by associated cache pits. The various depths of the pits also indicate the relative age of the site. Dena’ina 

sociopolitical complexities suggest wealth was associated with cache pit frequency; a higher number of 

cache pits should reflect the superior status of the individual(s) within the society. By assessing the 

association between pit size, depth, and frequency in association with housing units, we demonstrate the 

initial development of social inequality amongst otherwise egalitarian hunter-gatherer societies.[Key 

words: Alaska, Dena’ina, social inequality] kaitlinshahinian@mail.adelphi.edu (S-07) 

 

SHARKEY, Catherine (University at Albany – State University of New York) The Bennington Flag and 

How Oral Traditions Conflict with Material Reality.  This study looks at how museum staff handle pieces 

that have strong oral traditions associated with them. Pieces that hold a special significance for the 

communities in which their oral tradition originated can be an issue for museum staff because of potential 

conflicts between oral tradition and material evidence that the museum discovers. When a piece is 

received that has an oral tradition, that cannot be supported by the material evidence, museum staff must 

decide how to incorporate the oral tradition with the material past and how to present this information to 

museum visitors. The Bennington Flag is an early 19th century American flag that has an oral tradition 

with strong a connection to the local community, but is in conflict with the physical research. By using 
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this flag as an example, this paper looks at the ways in which museums handle contradictory oral 

traditions by incorporating the material history with the oral tradition to visitors. [Key words: oral 

tradition, material evidence, museum education, The Bennington Flag] csharkey@albany.edu (F-05)  

 

WYGAL, Brian T. (Adelphi University), KRASINSKI Kathryn E. (Adelphi University and Fordham 

University), HOLMES, Charles E. (University of Alaska, Fairbanks), CRASS, Barbara A. (University 

of Wisconsin, Oshkosh), and WRISTON, Teresa (Desert Research Institute) The Holzman Site: A Newly 

Discovered Late Pleistocene Occupation in the Tanana Valley, Alaska.  The recently discovered Holzman 

site lies along the west bank of Shaw Creek, a northern tributary of the Tanana River, Interior Alaska. 

Initial test excavations revealed bird and large mammal remains, including mammoth ivory fragments, 

bison long bone fragments, and stone technology in deeply buried deposits. The Holzman site lies directly 

between the previously excavated Broken Mammoth and Mead archaeological sites and is near Swan 

Point—each dated to the end of the Pleistocene. The discovery contributes to a growing body of evidence 

suggesting the extensive use of the middle Tanana Valley during the Late Glacial period. [Key words: 

Holzman site, Pleistocene era, Alaska, Tanana Valley] bwygal@adelphi.edu (S-07) 
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NEAA FILM FORUM 
April 22-23, 2016 

 

New releases provided by Icarus Films 
 

 

ICARUS FILMS 

32 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201  (718) 488 8900 

http://icarusfilms.com 

 

 

 

 

Nefertiti's Daughters 
A film by Mark Nickolas and Racha Najdi 

40 minutes / color  

Closed Captioned 

Release: 2015 

Copyright: 2015 
http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/nef.html 

 

Film Forum Sessions F-09 and S-09 

 
A story of women, art and revolution, this vibrant 

film documents the critical role that revolutionary 

street art played—and is continuing to play—in 

the political uprising of Egypt. Introducing a cadre 

of courageous and gifted female artists who are 

deeply involved in the struggle for social and 

political justice, NEFERTITI'S DAUGHTERS 

illustrates the surprising ways that artwork, instead 

of being relegated to dusty museums and 

academia, can instead become a powerful tool in 

the ongoing fight for civil and human rights. 

 

Conversations with prominent Egyptian artists Bahia Shehab, Mira Shihadeh and Salma Samy—each 

from a different generation—weave throughout the film's narrative. As the women discuss their work and 

the ways that it is inspired by and responds to a violent and complicated political environment, viewers 

are offered a rare window into the struggles of living and creating in Egypt today. 

 

For Shebab, Shihadeh and Samy, art can serve many functions: memorializing acts of government 

brutality; calling potential comrades into the struggle; turning the tables on male predators and sexism; 

and imagining a world where a woman would be permitted to sing the sacred Adhan, the Muslim call for 

prayer. 

Acclaimed journalist Shahira Amin and art historian Christiane Gruber, author of Creative Dissent: The 

Arts of the Arab World are among those who add valuable context. As they illustrate, street art has long 

http://icarusfilms.com/
http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/nef.html
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been a key means of communication and dissent during times of political transformation and social 

instability in Egypt. Techniques, styles and symbols from Egyptian history are re-appropriated and 

adapted to become relevant today—including the image of the legendary Queen Nefertiti, a powerful 

symbol in an ongoing fight for justice. 

 

REVIEWS 

"Three stories intersect in this compelling short film from director Mark Nickolas: the emergence of 

Egyptian street art, the oppression of women in the country, and the revolution that toppled President 

Hosni Mubarak but didn't stop government brutality against Egyptians." —Aspen Times 

 

AWARDS 

 First Prize, Athens Film Festival 

 Gold Medal, WorldFest Houston 

 Best Documentary Short, Hamptons Take 2 Doc Fest 

 Stony Brook Film Festival 

 San Joaquin International Film Festival 

 Rhode Island Film Festival 

 On Location: Memphis Film Festival 

 DocUtah Film Festival 

 Aspen Shortsfest 

 Raindance Film Festival 

 Napa Valley Film Festival 

 Tallgrass Film Festival 

 Heartland Film Festival 

 St. Louis International Film Festival 

 Calgary Arab Film Festival 

 

 
 

East Punk Memories 
A film by Lucile Chaufour  

51 minutes / color  

Release: 2015 

Copyright: 2014 
http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/punk.html 

 

Film Forum Sessions F-09 and S-09 
 
"You're just a street kid, you'll never be a Party 

Secretary!" 

 

"Maybe you don't even exist, you don't want this 

life anymore!" 

 

"Communist drug, no seduction needed!" 

 

When the Hungarian punk band QSS launched into their anthemic song "Communist Drug" from the 

1984 album Kommunista Kabito (or "Communist Stunning"), these explosive lyrics resonated in hearts 

and eardrums across the country. 

http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/punk.html
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How do those same musicians feel, thirty years after the fall of communism in Hungary, about the role 

their music played in their country's history? 

 

Fellow musician and contributor to the Hungarian punk record label Makhno Records, Lucile Chaufour is 

uniquely suited to find out. In EAST PUNK MEMORIES she takes viewers into the little-known 

subculture behind the mohawks. 

 

Candid, home movie-esque Super 8mm footage that Chaufour filmed in Hungary during punk's heyday is 

paired with contemporary interviews of the same musicians today. They bring a generation of experience 

to this resonant discussion of the position their music and culture has played in their country's political 

evolution with the passage of time. 

 

EAST PUNK MEMORIES includes interviews with musicians Kelemen Balázs, Tóth Miklós, Mozsik 

Imre, Márton Attila, Papp Zoltán György, Ványi Tamás, Rupaszov Tamás, Horváth Attila, Erds József, 

Vojtkó Dezs, Asztalos Ildikó and Törjék Tünde while their punk bands Aurora, Bandanas, CPG, ETA, 

Kretens and Modells rock out on the pulsing, thrashing and cannily dissenting soundtrack. 

 

REVIEWS 

"In the mid-eighties, defying local regulations that prohibited illegal filmmaking, Lucile Chaufour shot 

Super8 material about a group of Hungarian punks and how they were struggling under the communist 

regime. More than twenty years later, she returned several times to interview the same people about what 

it was like to be a punk in Hungary, what punk stood for back then and how it has changed since and also 

how they see life in Hungary before and after the fall of the Berlin Wall. Is this what they struggled for?" 

—RNR666 

 

"In the late '80s, the filmmaker shot with a group of punks who were struggling with the communist 

regime. Twenty years later, she comes back and asks them how they see life in Hungary before and after 

the fall of the Berlin wall? Their testimonies help us understand how the market economy has put the 

Hungarian population in an ambivalent situation." —International Documentary Film Festival 

(IDFA) 
 

AWARDS 

 Margaret Mead Film Festival at the American Museum of Natural History 

 Young Jury Award, Cinéma du Réel International Documentary Festival 

 Lisbon International Independent Film Festival 

 This Human World Film Festival, Vienna 
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School of Babel 
A film by Julie Bertuccel 

89 minutes / color  

Release: 2015 

Copyright: 2013 

http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/babel.html 

 

Film Forum Session S-19 

 

 
Welcome to a one-of-a-kind Paris education program 

for immigrant children from around the globe. In her feature documentary debut, director Julie Bertucelli 

(SINCE OTAR LEFT, THE TREE) follows one class of students ranging from 11 to 15 years of age as 

they begin life in a new land. 

 

Hailing from countries across the globe including Ireland, Brazil, China, Ukraine, Tunisia, Venezuela, 

Guinea and Libya, many of the students at 'La Grange aux Belles,' a school in the diverse 10th district of 

Paris, are asylum seekers. They must learn French as they combat homesickness, juggle weighty familial 

responsibilities and recover from the trauma of previous lives of social and economic devastation. 

 

Their teacher, Ms. Cervoni, must exercise as much patience and skill in instructing the students as in her 

interactions with their parents. As she guides them through a rigorous school year and attempts to prepare 

them for the transition to mainstream classes, she is a key negotiator in schoolyard conflicts and cultural 

clashes and navigating complicated dynamics both inside and outside the classroom 

 

REVIEWS 

"A smart, clear, upbeat movie [in which] you see firsthand the students dealing with the anxiety about 

cultural integration." —The New York Times 

 

"An unusually uplifting social study, a collage of journeys to integration as well as maturity, and by 

simple design a breath of relief in the bogey-ridden immigration debate." —Sight & Sound 

 

"Julie Bertuccelli's enchanting emotional doucmentary tracks a year in the life of 24 immigrant children. 

Allowed to be themselves, the subjects speak ina language we understand. It's as simple—and 

extraordinary—as that." —The Evening Standard 

 

"Migrants were born as human beings, not as propaganda fodder for opportunist political 

xenophobes...you learn, or re-learn it in Julie Bertuccelli's superb SCHOOL OF BABEL." —The 

Financial Times 
 

"A lively and lovely verite doucumentary filmed over a school year in a classroom in Paris in which 24 

teenagers of 22 different nationalities, often with sad stories to tell and sometimes uplifting ones, all find 

a voice of their own." —The Independent 

 

"Bertuccelli's engaging movie is a simple humanist picture of hopeful young lives in a multiethnic 

society." —The Sunday Times 

 

"Infinitely moving. We are immersed in a swirl of emotions each more intense than the other. So we cry 

and laugh a lot, or we hold back our tears, because these emotions are universal... SCHOOL OF BABEL 

http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/babel.html
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is a soothing and invigorating film." — Les Inrockuptibles 

 

"Julie Bertuccelli captures the uniqueness of a Parisian class whose students struggle with integration." 

— Variety 

 

AWARDS 

 Rendez vous with French Cinema in New York 

 Festival du Film Francais de Tel-Aviv 

 Istanbul Intl Film Festival 

 Toronto Kids International Film Festival 

 San Francisco Film Festival 

 Crossing Europe Film Festival, Austria 

 Abu Dhabi Film Festival 

 Roma Film Festival 

 

 
 

 

Madam Phung's Last Journey 
A film by Nguyễn Thị Thấm 

87 minutes / color  

Release: 2014 

Copyright: 2014 

http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/mme.html 

 

Film Forum Session S-29  

 
A former monk who left monastic life because "I 

saw beautiful fags praying, and felt like running 

away," Madam Phung is a canny businesswoman 

who got her start as a singer, and saved her money in the form of gold bars she would bury in the ground. 

Now she is something of a den mother to her largely transgender troupe - berating them when they drink 

or fight too much, warning them to stay out of trouble, and dealing with local police and occasionally 

hostile locals when necessary. 

 

It's the classic carny existence: long hours; setting up and tearing down the stage; exhorting the crowd to 

buy raffle tickets and play games; putting on a show. But the people we meet in MADAM PHUNG'S 

LAST JOURNEY are not your ordinary fairground workers. 

 

This verite documentary takes us on a year-long ride with an itinerant troupe of cross-dressing 

performers, led by Madam Phung, as they travel the remote southern regions and central highlands of 

Vietnam. 

MADAM PHUNG'S LAST JOURNEY also captures its subject at a critical moment in her life. Now 40, 

she is haunted by fears of ageing, concerned with fixing bad karma, and worried about what might happen 

to her troupe after she is gone. 

 

From change rooms, to on-stage performances, to time spent in tour buses, filmmaker Nguyễn Thị Thấm 

develops a remarkable rapport with the performers. They share their fears, expose their vulnerabilities, 

and talk about the challenges of being gay in Vietnam: including employment discrimination and dealing 

http://icarusfilms.com/new2015/mme.html
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with audiences who might just as easily throw rocks at the performers as try to hit on them during the 

show. 

 

REVIEWS 

"Madam Phung is, at 40, a star, an impresario and a protector of a collection of slim-hipped boys with 

glittering eye shadow, extreme false lashes and marabou headpieces." —The New York Times 

 

"Director Tham Nguyen Thi achieves an impressive degree of intimacy with her subjects, many of them 

queer or transgender, as they drink, bicker, and explain how much trouble LGBT people have... This is a 

lively film but also a sad one." —Chicago Reader 

 

"4/4 Stars! A visionary film; never loses track of the human condition, remaining visually attentive to how 

each member moves, gestures, and imparts thoughts." —Slant Magazine 

 

"A tender story of aging, carnival-style." —The Village Voice 

 

"Sneaks under your skin." —Film Journal International 

 

"An amazing piece of cinema verite that explores a rarely glimpsed side of Vietnam. The film is excellent 

material for cultural studies and what homosexuality looks like in another part of world. Recommended!" 

—Educational Media Reviews Online 

 

AWARDS 

 U.S. Premiere, 2015 Margaret Mead Film Festival (New York) 

 2015 Film Festival, Western Psychological Association (USA) 

 Cinema du Reel Documentary Film Festival (Paris) 

 DOXA International Documentary Film Festival (Canada) 

 European-Vietnamese Film Festival of Hanoi (Vietnam) 
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