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Greetings!	  All	  of	  us	  at	  SUNY	  Potsdam—faculty,	  staff,	  and	  students—are	  pleased	  to	  welcome	  you	  to	  the	  
54th	   annual	   meeting	   of	   the	   Northeastern	   Anthropological	   Association!	  With	   15	   sessions	   and	   over	   60	  
papers	  and	  posters,	  it’s	  going	  to	  be	  a	  busy	  two	  days.	  We	  hope,	  though,	  that	  you’ll	  find	  some	  time	  to	  get	  
to	  know	  our	  department,	  our	  campus,	  and	  our	  village.	  	  
	  
In	  addition	  to	  the	  research	  presentations,	  there	  are	  several	  opportunities	  for	  networking	  and	  socializing	  
with	  colleagues	  and	  friends,	  old	  and	  new.	  These	  include:	  
• a	  Welcome	  Reception	   in	   Thatcher	  Hall,	   2nd	   Floor,	   on	   Friday	   from	  5:00-‐6:00	   PM.	  We	  hope	   that	   all	  

conference	   attendees	   and	   guests	  will	   join	   us	   for	   a	   cash	   bar,	   snacks,	   and	  music	   by	  Caramelo	   Trio.	  	  
This	  will	  be	  followed	  by	  the	  NEAA	  Undergraduate	  Meet-‐and-‐Greet	  sponsored	  by	  the	  SUNY	  Potsdam	  
Anthropology	  Club.	  The	  club	  has	  asked	  us	  extend	  an	  invitation	  to	  all	  conference	  participants	  for	  the	  
first	  hour	  of	  this	  event.	  

• Career	  Advice	  for	  Undergraduates	  (Friday,	  12:00-‐1:00	  PM,	  in	  103	  Kellas	  Hall).	  The	  organizers	  of	  this	  
session,	   which	   will	   focus	   on	   preparing	   for	   graduate	   school	   or	   your	   first	   job,	   encourage	   graduate	  
students,	   faculty	   and	   other	   professionals	   to	   join	   them	   in	   this	   (relatively)	   informal	   Q&A.	   All	   are	  
encouraged	  to	  bring	  lunch!	  

• a	   Faculty,	   Professional	   and	   Practicing	   Anthropologist	   Networking	   gathering	   on	   Saturday	  morning,	  
8:30-‐9:30	  AM,	  in	  Flagg	  lobby.	  Join	  us	  for	  refreshments	  and	  an	  opportunity	  to	  meet	  informally	  with	  
other	  faculty	  and	  professionals.	  	  

• the	  plenary	  Presidential	  Session	  on	  Saturday,	  3:00-‐4:00	  PM,	  in	  Stowell	  211.	  This	  will	  be	  followed	  at	  
4:00	  PM	  by	  the	  NEAA	  Town	  Hall	  meeting.	  We	  hope	  that	  all	  conference	  participants	  will	  be	  there:	  in	  
addition	   to	  electing	  executive	  board	  members	  we	  will	   be	   voting	  on	   changes	   to	   the	  NEAA	  by-‐laws	  
(the	  proposed	  changes	  are	  included	  in	  the	  conference	  packets).	  

• and,	   of	   course,	   Saturday’s	   banquet	   in	   Thatcher	   Hall	   following	   the	   Town	   Hall	   meeting.	   Dr.	   John	  
Omohundro,	  Professor	  Emeritus	  &	  Distinguished	  Teaching	  Professor	  at	  SUNY	  Potsdam,	  will	   reflect	  
on	  Tradition	  and	  Uncertainty	   in	  his	  long	  career	  in	  anthropology.	  Dr.	  Omohundro’s	  talk	  will	  begin	  at	  
6:30	  and	  all	  welcome	  to	  attend,	  even	  if	  you	  didn’t	  go	  to	  the	  banquet.	  If	  you	  would	  like	  to	  attend	  the	  
banquet	  but	  haven’t	  registered	  for	  it,	  please	  let	  us	  know;	  there	  are	  still	  some	  seats	  available.	  

	  
We	  will	  have	  an	   information	   table	   set	  up	   in	   the	  Book	  Room	  (Flagg	  205),	   staffed	  with	  volunteers	   from	  
SUNY	  Potsdam	  and	  the	  NEAA.	  If	  you	  have	  any	  questions,	  concerns	  or	  problems—or	  if	  you	  want	  to	  learn	  
more	  about	  the	  NEAA	  and	  what	  we	  do—please	  stop	  by.	  Or,	  just	  come	  over	  to	  say	  “hello!”	  
	  
Best	  regards,	  
	  
Jennifer	  Campbell	   Alan	  Hersker	  
Conference	  Organizer	   Conference	  Organizer	  
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Friday,   Apri l   11th  Room  Schedule  
Friday	  

April	  11th	   Flagg	  206	   Flagg	  210	   Flagg	  211	   Flagg	  233	   Flagg	  236	   Flagg	  238	   Flagg	  205	  

10:00	  -‐	  
11:30	  am	   Open	  Flint	  Knapping	  Session	  (Flagg	  lobby)	  

11:30-‐
12:00pm	   	  	  

12:00-‐
1:00pm	   	  	  

Registration	  
and	  Book	  
Room	  

12:00pm	  -‐	  
4:40	  pm	  

1:00-‐
2:00pm	  

Career	  Advice	  for	  Undergrads	  
(Kellas	  103)	  

Course	  Design	  Workshop	  (Flagg	  
203)	  

2:00pm	  

Session	  A	   Session	  
B	  

Session	  
C	  

Session	  
D	  

	  	  

Session	  E	  
2:20pm	  
2:40pm	  
3:00pm	  

3:20pm	  
3:40pm	  

Executive	  
Board	  
Meeting	  
3:30-‐5pm	  

4:00pm	  
4:20pm	  

4:40pm	   	  	  
5:00-‐

6:00pm	   Welcome	  Reception	  (Thatcher	  Hall)	  

6:00-‐
8:00pm	   NEAA	  Undergraduate	  Meet	  and	  Greet	  
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Detai led  Schedule:   Fr iday,   Apri l   11th  
	  

Friday  Morning  Events  

Open	  Flint	  Knapping	  Session	  10:00-‐11:30am	   Flagg	  lobby	  
	   	  

Friday  Afternoon  Events  

Registration	  12-‐4:40pm	   Flagg	  205	  

Career	  Advice	  for	  Undergrads	  1-‐2:00pm	   Kellas	  103	  

Course	  Design	  Workshop	  1-‐2:00pm	   Flagg	  203	  
	  

Friday  Afternoon  Sessions  
	  

Session	  A	   Landscapes	  of	  Belief	   Susan	  Stebbins,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam,	  	  Convener	  

Flagg	  206	  

2:00	   Muslimah	  Voice:	  The	  journey	  towards	  equality	  in	  
leading	  prayer	  

Kimberly	  Guillen,	  St.	  Lawrence	  
University	  

2:20	   Between	  Diasporas:	  Identity	  Formations	  of	  Black	  
American	  Jews	  

Amari	  Leah	  Boyd,	  Skidmore	  College	  

2:40	   Depths	  of	  Compassion	  in	  Vajrayana	  Buddhism:	  
Ethnographic	  and	  Self-‐Reflexive	  Insights	  

Gabe	  Lefferts,	  Ithaca	  College	  

3:00	   Private	  and	  Public	  Practice:	  The	  Fear	  of	  Youth	  
Orthopraxy	  Among	  Older	  Generations	  of	  Hindu	  
Women	  in	  India	  

Teagan	  Fleiner-‐Etheridge,	  St.	  
Lawrence	  University	  

3:20	   Inside	  the	  Magic:	  A	  Comparison	  Study	  of	  Viking	  
Seiðr	  and	  Sami	  Shamanism	  Beliefs	  and	  Practices	  

Kimberly	  Barthelemy,	  Franklin	  
Pierce	  University	  

4:00	   The	  Construction	  of	  Identity	  in	  Syria:	  Religious	  
and	  Ethnic	  Loyalties	  in	  the	  Syrian	  Civil	  War	  

Eliott	  Rousseau,	  Bridgewater	  State	  
University	  

4:20	   Identity	  Production	  and	  Communitas	  in	  Medieval	  
Pilgrimage	  1430	  —	  1530	  

Sean	  Fairweather,	  Skidmore	  College	  

	  

	  

Session	  B	   Prehistoric	  Archaeology	   Curtiss	  Hoffman,	  
Bridgewater	  State,	  
Convener	  

Flagg	  210	  

2:00	   The	  West	  Rock	  Nature	  Center	  Archaeological	  Site:	  
Its	  Place	  In	  Connecticut's	  Late	  Archaic	  

Colleen	  K.	  Swift,	  Southern	  
Connecticut	  State	  University	  and	  
Michael	  J.	  Rogers,	  Southern	  
Connecticut	  State	  University	  
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2:20	   Wantastiquet	  Mountain	  Site	   Alyssa	  Bergquist,	  Franklin	  Pierce	  
University	  

2:40	   Adelphi	  Archaeological	  Survey	  and	  Excavations	  in	  
the	  Susitna	  Valley,	  Alaska	  

Joanna	  Wells	  and	  Brian	  T.	  Wygal,	  
Adelphi	  University;	  Kathryn	  E.	  
Krasinski,	  Fordham	  University;	  and	  
Fran	  Seager-‐Boss,	  Matanuska-‐
Susitna	  Borough	  

3:00	   Native	  American	  Stone	  Structures	  of	  the	  Eastern	  
Seaboard	  

Curtiss	  Hoffman,	  Bridgewater	  State	  
University	  and	  Cory	  Fournier,	  
Bridgewater	  State	  University	  

3:20	   Southern	  New	  Hampshire	  Native	  American	  
Archaeology:	  Analyzing	  and	  Interpreting	  Potential	  
Sites	  

Russel	  Quade,	  Franklin	  Pierce	  

4:00	   Analysis	  of	  Lithics	  Debitage	  from	  Actun	  Uayazba	  
Kab	  Indicates	  Ceremonial	  Usage	  of	  Cave	  Sites	  

Sara	  Voorhis,	  Keene	  State	  College	  
and	  Dr.	  James	  Stemp,	  Keene	  State	  
College	  

4:20	   Site	  Discovery	  and	  Lithic	  Analyses	  from	  the	  
Middle	  Tanana	  Valley,	  Alaska	  

Desiree	  Mitchell,	  Adelphi	  University,	  
Kathryn	  E.	  Krasinski,	  Fordham	  
University,	  Brian	  T.	  Wygal,	  Adelphi	  
University	  and	  Yan	  Axel	  Gómez	  
Coutouly,	  University	  Paris	  Ouest	  
Nanterre	  La	  Défense	  

	  

	  

Session	  C	   New	  Technology/New	  Cultures	   William	  K.	  Makepeace,	  
Convener	  

Flagg	  211	  

2:00	   An	  Internet	  Ethnography	  of	  the	  Vlogbrothers:	  
Dimensions	  of	  Experience	  and	  Meaning	  in	  a	  
Video	  Blog	  

Geneva	  Pond,	  St	  Lawrence	  University	  

2:20	   Observing	  the	  Hipster	  in	  it's	  'Natural'	  Habitat:	  
International	  Student	  Perspectives	  at	  Skidmore	  
College	  in	  Upstate	  New	  York	  

Maria	  H.	  Gonzalez,	  Skidmore	  College	  

2:40	   ‘That’s	  so	  hipster’:	  The	  meaning	  of	  hipster	  
culture	  at	  Skidmore	  College	  

Miranda	  Brock,	  Skidmore	  College	  

3:00	   The	  Beekman	  Street	  Arts	  District:	  Culture,	  
Business,	  and	  the	  Development	  of	  a	  Cultural	  
District	  

Rafael	  Arriaza-‐Roht,	  Skidmore	  
College	  

3:20	   A	  Multispecies	  Ethnography	  On	  Human-‐Horse	  
Relations	  At	  Skidmore	  College	  Stables	  

Ben	  P.	  Oppenheimer,	  Skidmore	  
College	  

4:00	   NGO	  Relations	  in	  India:	  An	  Ethnography	  of	  Inter-‐
Organization	  Collaboration	  

William	  K.	  Makepeace,	  Skidmore	  
College	  

4:20	   Authentic	  Mobilization:	  An	  Exploration	  of	  Bàu	  
Trúc	  Pottery	  in	  Vietnam	  

Timothy	  H.	  Robinson,	  Skidmore	  
College	  
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Session	  D	   Responses	  to	  Violence/Disaster/Terror	  	   Anne	  M	  Galvin,	  St.	  John’s	  
University,	  Convener	  

Flagg	  233	  

2:00	   Ethnography	  and	  Danger:	  Social	  
Understandings	  of	  Personal	  Safety	  in	  Kingston,	  
Jamaica.	  

Anne	  M.	  Galvin,	  St.	  John's	  University	  

2:20	   The	  Aftermath	  of	  Irene:	  Long-‐term	  Effects	  of	  a	  
Natural	  Disaster	  on	  Community	  Relationships	  

Nicole	  M.	  Cline,	  SUNY	  Potsdam	  

2:40	   Bearing	  Witness	  to	  Gendered	  Subjection	  and	  
Subjectivity	  in	  the	  Ethnography	  of	  Violence	  

Lucy	  Peterson,	  Bard	  College	  	  

3:00	   Hooding	  Liberalism:	  Hustling	  the	  Body	  in	  
Pursuit	  of	  the	  Self	  

Colin	  Eubank,	  Bard	  College	  at	  Simon	  
Rock	  

3:20	   Including	  More	  Voices:	  Suggestions	  for	  Further	  
Reconciliation	  Initiatives	  in	  Post-‐Genocide	  
Rwanda	  

Anne	  H.	  Salzman	  

	  

	  

Session	  E	   The	  Coop’s	  Pork	  and	  Fish	  Site:	  Life	  at	  an	  Early	  
Farmstead	  on	  the	  Great	  Chazy	  River	  

Andrew	  Black,	  SUNY	  
Plattsburgh	  
	  

Flagg	  238	  

2:00	   The	  Coop’s	  Pork	  and	  Fish	  Site:	  Domestic	  Life	  
and	  What’s	  for	  Dinner	  

Andrew	  Black,	  SUNY	  Plattsburgh	  

2:20	   Household	  economics	  and	  trade	  relations	  at	  
Coop’s:	  The	  Ceramic	  Assemblage	  

Marne	  Timon,	  SUNY	  Plattsburgh	  

2:40	   Leisure	  Time	  at	  the	  Cabin	   Carolyn	  Valada,	  SUNY	  Plattsburgh,	  
Andrew	  Black	  SUNY	  Plattsburgh	  

3:00	   Creating	  Spatial	  Models	  of	  Artifact	  
Concentrations	  Using	  MatLAB	  

Logan	  J.	  Brien,	  SUNY	  Canton,	  Lucas	  
Craig,	  SUNY	  Canton	  

	  

	  

Friday  Evening  Events  

Welcome	  Reception	  5-‐6:00pm	  	   	   	   Thatcher	  Hall	  

NEAA	  Undergraduate	  Meet	  and	  Greet	  6-‐8:00pm	   TBA	  
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Saturday,   Apri l   12th  Room  Schedule  
Saturday	  
April	  12th	   Flagg	  206	   Flagg	  210	   Flagg	  211	   Flagg	  233	   Flagg	  236	   Flagg	  238	   Flagg	  

205	   Flagg	  205	  

8:30-‐
9:30am	  

Faculty,	  Professional,	  and	  Practicing	  Anthropologist	  Networking:	  
Coffee	  in	  Flagg	  lobby	  

Registration	  and	  Book	  Room
	  9:00	  am

	  -‐	  4:00	  pm
	  

	  9:30-‐
10:00am	   	  	  

	  10:00am	  

Session	  
F	  

Session	  
G	  

Session	  
H	   Session	  I	   Session	  J	   	  	   Posters	  

Session	  K	  

10:20am	  
10:40am	  
11:00am	  
11:20am	  

11:40am	  

12:00	  -‐	  
1:00	  pm	   LUNCH	  	   Chair/Admin	  Lunch	  Barrington	  

Student	  Union,	  Fireside	  Lounge	  	   	  
1:00pm	  

Session	  
L	   Session	  

M	  

Session	  
N	   Session	  O	  

	  	  

Poster	  
Session	  P	  

1:20pm	  
1:40pm	  
2:00pm	  
2:20pm	  

2:40pm	   	  	   	  	   Coffee:	  Flagg	  lobby	  

3:00	  -‐	  4:00	  
pm	   Public	  Anthropology:	  A	  Presidential	  View	  (Stowell	  211)	  	   	  

 

 

4:00	  -‐	  5:30	  
pm	   Townhall	  Meeting	  (Stowell	  211)	  

	  
 

 

 

 5:30-‐
6:30pm	   Banquet	  (Thatcher	  Hall)	  

	  
6:30pm	   Dr.	  Omohundro	  Keynote	  Address	  (banquet	  tickets	  not	  required)	  
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Detai led  Schedule:   Saturday,   Apri l   12th     
	  

Saturday  Morning  Events  

Faculty,	  Professional,	  and	  Practicing	  
Anthropologist	  Networking:	  Coffee	  8:30-‐9:30am	  

Flagg	  Lobby	  

Registration	  9:00am	  -‐	  4:40pm	   Flagg	  205	  

Chair/Administrator	  Lunch	  12-‐1:00pm	   Fireside	  Lounge,	  Barrington	  Student	  Union	  
	  

Saturday  Morning  Sessions  
	  

Session	  F	   People,	  places,	  and	  things:	  
Anthropological	  approaches	  to	  the	  
study	  of	  cultural	  and	  physical	  
landscapes	  

Hadley	  Kruczek-‐Aaron,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  &	  Tim	  Messner,	  	  SUNY	  
Potsdam,	  Conveners	  
	  

Flagg	  206	  

10:00	   Home,	  Church,	  and	  Place	  in	  Amish	  Communities	   Karen	  Johnson-‐Weiner,	  
SUNY	  Potsdam	  

10:20	   Censorship	  and	  cultural	  landscapes:	  Representing	  china	  
through	  the	  art	  of	  Zhang	  Hongtu	  

Morgan	  Perkins,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  	  

10:40	   Landscapes	  of	  Memory	  and	  Experience:	  The	  Medieval	  
Trade	  and	  Travel	  Routes	  of	  Northern	  South	  Asia	  

Jennifer	  L.	  Campbell,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  

11:00	   Building	  a	  landscape,	  one	  stone	  at	  a	  time:	  the	  
environmental	  implications	  of	  ancient	  grinding	  stone	  
technologies	  

Tim	  Messner	  SUNY	  Potsdam	  

11:20	   An	  archaeology	  of	  fire	  at	  the	  Lawrence	  homestead:	  
Excavating	  the	  embers	  of	  class	  struggle	  in	  the	  Adirondack	  
Forest	  Preserve	  

Hadley	  Kruczek-‐Aaron,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  

	  

	  

Session	  G	   Health/Wellness	  and	  Community	   Adam	  Rumpf,	  SUNY	  Potsdam,	  
Convener	  

Flagg	  210	  

10:00	   The	  Experience	  of	  the	  Studio:	  A	  Comparative	  Study	  of	  
Peace	  and	  Wellness	  in	  Urban	  Yoga	  Studios	  

Bridget	  Erin	  Smith,	  Skidmore	  

10:20	   Cultural	  Divides	  in	  “Bike	  Friendly”	  New	  York	  City:	  Is	  Biking	  
an	  Exclusive	  Activity?	  

Christine	  E.	  Hintze,	  
Skidmore	  
	  

10:40	   The	  Anthropology	  of	  Sport:	  Doing	  Fieldwork	  on	  a	  Bad	  
Ankle	  

Bernardo	  Ramirez	  Rios,	  
Skidmore	  College	  	  

11:00	   Menopause	  and	  Beauty:	  The	  Emotional	  Perceptions	  of	  
Aging	  and	  Identity	  through	  the	  Engagement	  with	  Makeup	  
in	  Saratoga	  Springs,	  New	  York	  

Elise	  Finnerty,	  Skidmore	  
College	  
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11:20	   “EOP	  Straight	  Up”:	  Building	  networks	  of	  support	  at	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  

John	  Bresett	  SUNY	  Potsdam,	  	  
Chelsea	  Furbish,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam,	  and	  Adam	  Rumpf,	  
SUNY	  Potsdam	  

	   	  

Session	  H	   Plagues,	  Pots,	  People,	  and	  Rocks:	  
Undergraduate	  Anthropology	  
Research	  At	  SUNY	  Plattsburgh	  

Taylor	  Testa,	  SUNY	  Plattsburgh	  &	  
Brennan	  Chambers,	  	  SUNY	  
Plattsburgh,	  Conveners	  

Flagg	  211	  

10:00	   Disaffiliation	  from	  New	  Hope	  Baptist	  Church:	  A	  Transition	  
Through	  Belief	  and	  Belonging	  

Rachel,	  Berggren,	  SUNY	  
Plattsburgh	  

10:20	   Women’s	  Choice	  of	  Contraceptives	  	   Joey	  Freidman,	  SUNY	  
Plattsburgh	  

10:40	   Mortality	  Rates	  in	  Plattsburgh,	  NY:	  19th	  through	  20th	  
Century	  

Elisa	  Barlow,	  SUNY	  
Plattsburgh	  

11:00	   The	  Art	  of	  Sherdding:	  Saint	  Lawrence	  Iroquoians	  on	  the	  
Western	  Shore	  of	  Lake	  Champlain:	  An	  Assessment	  of	  the	  
Ceramic	  Assemblage	  of	  the	  Allen	  Farm	  Site	  

Taylor	  Testa,	  SUNY	  
Platburgh	  

11:20	   Allen	  Farm	  Site:	  An	  Analysis	  of	  Lithic	  Production	  Methods	   Brennan	  Chambers,	  SUNY	  
Plattsburgh	  

	  

	  

Session	  I	   Weathering	  Change	  along	  the	  
Atlantic	  Façade	  

Kathryn	  Whalen,	  University	  of	  Buffalo	  
&	  Erin	  McDonald,	  University	  of	  
Buffalo,	  Conveners	  

Flagg	  233	  

10:00	   Visualizing	  Gender	  in	  Iron	  Age	   Erin	  McDonald,	  University	  at	  
Buffalo	  

10:20	   Romano-‐British	  Medical	  Divergence:	  An	  Analysis	  of	  
Surgical	  Tools	  and	  Healing	  Shrines	  and	  their	  Implications	  
for	  the	  Romanization	  of	  Britain	  

Matt	  Stoffer,	  University	  at	  
Buffalo	  

10:40	   Swedish	  Industrialization	  and	  its	  Physical	  and	  Cultural	  
Effects	  on	  Rural	  Village	  Landscapes	  

Britta	  Spaulding,	  University	  
at	  Buffalo	  

11:00	   Shifting	  the	  River’s	  Course:	  Destructive	  Change	  through	  
Waterway	  Modification	  

A.J.	  Gottschalk,	  University	  at	  
Buffalo	  

11:20	   Changing	  Fashions	  and	  Changing	  Identities	  in	  Early	  
Modern	  Ulster	  

Kathryn	  Whalen,	  University	  
at	  Buffalo	  

	  

	  

Session	  J	   Environment/Landscapes/Food	   Barrett	  P.	  Brenton,	  St.	  John's	  
University,	  Convener	  

Flagg	  236	  

10:00	   Big	  Ag	  and	  the	  Little	  Garden:	  The	  Loss	  of	  the	  Garden	  and	  
Gardening	  Culture	  in	  the	  Golden	  Triangle	  of	  Eastern	  
Montana	  

Ernie	  Olson,	  Wells	  College	  

10:20	   The	  City	  in	  the	  Country:	  Public	  Discourse	  and	  Perceptions	  
of	  Sustainability	  in	  Saratoga	  Springs,	  NY	  

Gabriel	  M.	  Herrera,	  
Skidmore	  College	  
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10:40	   Landscapes	  of	  Human	  Slavery:	  Forced	  Labor,	  Industrial	  
Food	  Systems	  and	  Land	  Sovereignty	  in	  Brazil	  

Barrett	  P.	  Brenton,	  St.	  John's	  
University	  

11:00	   Food	  is	  Culture/La	  Comida	  es	  la	  Cultura:	  An	  exploration	  of	  
the	  changing	  food	  culture	  in	  Cochabamba,	  Bolivia	  

Emma	  Matthies,	  Skidmore	  
College	  

11:20	   Finding	  anthropology	  in	  public	  events:	  a	  pedagogical	  
strategy	  in	  an	  introductory	  cultural	  anthropology	  course	  

Otieno	  Kisiara	  
	  

11:40	   Creating	  Civil-‐Religious	  Space:	  A	  Visual	  Ethnography	  of	  
Processions	  during	  a	  Mexican	  Fiesta	  

Michael	  C.	  Ennis-‐McMillan,	  
Skidmore	  College	  

	  

	  

Session	  K	   Poster	  Session	  10:00am	  –	  12:00pm	   	   Flagg	  205	  
	   Silent	  Suffering:	  Medical	  Anthropology’s	  Role	  in	  Giving	  

Voice	  to	  Chronic	  Lyme	  
Brooke	  Hansen,	  Ithaca	  
College	  

	   Ticked	  Off:	  An	  Analysis	  of	  Lyme	  Disease	  in	  Tompkins	  
County	  

Matthew	  Q.	  Brooks,	  Ithaca	  
College	  

	   Greek	  Homosexuality:	  Interpretations	  of	  Art	  in	  
Comparison	  with	  the	  History	  of	  Gender	  and	  Sexuality	  

Emily	  Leich,	  St.	  Lawrence	  
University	  

	   Paranormal	  Subcultures	  in	  Upstate	  New	  York:	  Student	  
Perspectives	  

Teresa	  Macagnone,	  Ithaca	  
College	  

	   Paranormal	  Investigation	  as	  an	  Expression	  of	  Western	  
Culture	  

Luke	  St.	  Clair,	  Ithaca	  College	  	  

	  

	  

Saturday  Afternoon  Events  

Afternoon	  Coffee	  2:30-‐3:00pm	   Flagg	  Lobby	  

Public	  Anthropology:	  A	  Presidential	  View	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
3:00-‐4:00pm	  

Stowell	  211	  

Townhall	  Meeting	  4:00-‐5:30pm	   Stowell	  211	  
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Saturday  Afternoon  Sessions  
	  

Session	  L	  
PANEL	  

Anthropology:	  From	  Classroom	  to	  
the	  Community	  1:00-‐2:30pm	  	  

Patricia	  Whelehan,	  SUNY	  Potsdam,	  
Organizer	  and	  Convener	  

Flagg	  206	  

	   50	  Shades	  of	  Grey:	  A	  Gendered	  Linguistic	  Approach	   Lisa	  Bate,	  SUNY	  Potsdam	  
	   Emergence	  of	  the	  Female	  Role	  in	  S.	  Indian	  Music	   Bridgid	  Bergin,	  SUNY	  

Potsdam	  
	   Gender	  in	  Kids	  Toys	  Commercials	   Alyssa	  Johnson,	  SUNY	  

Potsdam	  
	   Gender	  Expectations	  as	  of	  Function	  of	  Talk	  Therapy	  

Success	  
Kate	  Clauss,	  SUNY	  Potsdam	  

	   Applying	  Peer	  AIDS	  Education	  to	  the	  Real	  World	   Fatima	  Rainey,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  

	   EOP	  Program	  Evaluation	   Adam	  Rumpf,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  

	   EOP	  Family	  and	  Community	   Chelsea	  Furbish,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  

	   EOP	  Program	   Johnny	  Bresett,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  

	   Discussant	   Patricia	  Whelehan,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  	  

	  

	  

Session	  M	   Public	  /Museums/New	  Data	  
Presentations	  

E.	  Pierre	  Morenon,	  Rhode	  Island	  
College,	  Convener	  

Flagg	  210	  

1:00	   No	  More	  Fieldwork	  Is	  Required:	  Documenting	  Small	  Group	  
Behavior	  and	  Technological	  Practices	  at	  RI	  1898	  

E.	  Pierre	  Morenon,	  Rhode	  
Island	  College	  and	  Daniel	  
Russell,	  Rhode	  Island	  
College	  

1:20	   Migration,	  Modernity	  and	  Memory:	  The	  American	  20th	  
Century	  through	  the	  Archaeology	  of	  a	  Pennsylvania	  
Anthracite	  Shanty	  Town	  

Michael	  P.	  Roller,	  
University	  of	  Maryland	  

1:40	   The	  Past	  is	  Present:	  Exploring	  Methods	  of	  Collaboration	  
Between	  Archaeologists,	  Museums,	  and	  Native	  Americans	  
in	  Southern	  New	  England	  

McKayla	  E.	  Hoffman,	  
Bridgewater	  State	  
University	  

2:00	   Anthropology	  and	  New	  Technology:	  3D	  Architectural	  
Modeling	  

Kristara	  Bly,	  SUNY	  Potsdam	  

2:20	   Weathering	  Design	  &	  Shifting	  Behavior	   Emily	  Maldonado,	  St.	  
John’s	  University	  

2:40	   Neandertal	  Extinction	  in	  the	  Caucasus	   Kimberly	  Rieger,	  Adelphi	  
University	  Dr.	  Brian	  T.	  
Wygal,	  Adelphi	  University	  

3:00	   Some	  Comments	  on	  the	  Methodology	  in	  Mandibular	  and	  
Maxillary	  Hyperostoses	  Studies	  

Nasser	  R.	  Malit,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  
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Session	  N	   Historic	  Period	  Archaeology	   Jack	  Rossen,	  Ithaca	  College,	  Convener	   Flagg	  211	  
1:00	   Improvement	  Across	  the	  Atlantic:	  Irish	  Ceramics	  in	  the	  

Five	  Points	  
Jordon	  D.	  Loucks,	  SUNY	  
Albany/NYSM	  

1:20	   Interactions	  between	  the	  Roman	  Fort	  and	  the	  Civilian	  
Settlement	  at	  Binchester,	  Britain:	  Developing	  the	  Research	  
Questions	  

Chris	  Meagher,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  

1:40	   It's	  Not	  Easy	  Being	  Green:	  Experiments	  in	  Roman	  Emerald	  
Green	  Glass	  

Megan	  Comins,	  University	  
of	  Sheffield	  

2:00	   War	  or	  Peace	  in	  Cayuga	  Archaeology?	   Jack	  Rossen,	  Ithaca	  College	  
2:20	   An	  Analysis	  of	  Hoe	  Blades	  in	  Cayuga	  Archaeological	  Sites:	  

The	  Role	  of	  Women	  and	  Children	  in	  Community	  Gardening	  
Sarah	  Ward,	  Ithaca	  College	  

2:40	   Engaging	  Communities	  through	  an	  Archaeological	  Exhibit	  
at	  a	  Small	  Rural	  Museum	  

Kayla	  Sewell,	  Ithaca	  College	  

	  

	  

Session	  O	   Beyond	  the	  Frame:	  New	  Places,	  
Spaces,	  and	  Practices	  for	  
Ethnographic	  Work	  

Colleen	  Cohen,	  Vassar	  College	  &	  
Benjamin	  Smith,	  Vassar	  College,	  
Conveners	  

Flagg	  233	  

1:00	   Co/mu/nity	  or:	  How	  Strangers	  Made	  a	  Forum	  Their	  Virtual	  
Space	  

York	  Chen,	  Vassar	  College	  

1:20	   ‘Like	  for	  Like’	  and	  Other	  Social	  Currency:	  SecretBuilders	  
and	  Youth	  Trading	  Culture	  

Sarah	  Moseley,	  Vassar	  
College	  

1:40	   From	  Novice	  to	  Expert	  in	  the	  Virtual	  World	  of	  Minecraft:	  
The	  Struggle	  to	  Balance	  Creation	  and	  Survival	  

Allison	  Schneider,	  Vassar	  
College	  

2:00	   Globalization	  and	  the	  Politics	  of	  Gender	  in	  the	  Miss	  Samoa	  
Pagent	  

Mariko	  Hamashima,	  Vassar	  
College	  

2:20	   Crafting	  Ethnography:	  Experimenting	  Ethnography	  with	  
Alternative	  Writing	  Forms	  

Veronica,	  Peterson,	  Vassar	  
College	  

2:40	   The	  Menstruation	  Monologues:	  Experimenting	  with	  
Dramatic	  Practice	  and	  Medium	  as	  Ethnographic	  Lab	  

Alisha	  Cherian,	  Vassar	  
College	  

3:00	   Discussant	   Benjamin	  Smith,	  Vassar	  
College	  

	   	   	  
	  

	  

Session	  P	   Poster	  Session	  1-‐3:00pm	   	   Flagg	  205	  
	   Sourcing	  Quartzite	  Debitage	  from	  the	  Little	  Rock	  Pond	  

Archaeological	  Site,	  Mount	  Tabor,	  Vermont	  
Sarah	  M.	  Skinner,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  

	   The	  McKendry	  Site	   Ammie	  Mitchell,	  SUNY	  the	  
University	  at	  Buffalo,	  
Tiffany	  Rawlings,	  SUNY	  the	  
College	  at	  Brockport,	  
Victoria	  DiStefano,	  SUNY	  
the	  College	  at	  Brockport,	  
and	  Nicole	  Wilson,	  SUNY	  
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the	  College	  at	  Brockport	  
	   The	  Celtic	  Storm	  That	  Never	  Made	  Land	   Jaimin	  D.	  Weets,	  SUNY	  

Potsdam	  
	   An	  Introduction	  to	  Native	  Americans:	  An	  Online	  Textbook	   Susan	  Stebbins,	  SUNY	  

Potsdam	  
	   Nail	  Analysis	  of	  Pikes	  Cantonment:	  A	  War	  of	  1812	  

Archaeological	  Site	  
Rebecca	  Belton,	  SUNY	  
Potsdam	  

	  

	  

Saturday  Evening  Events  

Banquet	  Dinner	  5:30-‐6:30pm	   Thatcher	  Hall	  

Dr.	  John	  Omohundro:	  Key	  Note	  Address	  6:30pm	   Thatcher	  Hall	  
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Paper  Abstracts  
 
Arriaza-Roht, Rafael, Skidmore College 

 
Session C 

“The Beekman Street Arts District: Culture, Business, and the Development of a 
Cultural” 
The use of cultural districts by municipalities has become a popular tool to bring 
economic development and a re-shaping of an area's image. In this paper, I examine how 
culture as a capital asset and the creation of spatially bound economic districts create a 
sense of collective identity in Saratoga Springs, New York. Using interviews and 
observations, I examine how residents within the Saratoga Springs Arts District use their 
culture for economic purposes, and how the creation of a cultural district shapes their 
identity. Within cultural districts, problems emerge, for example gentrification, and a lack 
of shared goals. Using cultural districts as an example, I explore the importance of 
understanding how business and culture intersect within a spatially bound area to create 
identity. 
 
Barlow, Elisia, SUNY Plattsburgh 

 
Session H 

“Mortality Rates in Plattsburgh, NY: 19th through 20th Century” 
In our history there have been various rises and falls in mortality rates. These changes  
in mortality have affected our society for centuries and will most likely continue to do so 
with the emergence of new disease epidemics. These fluctuating levels of mortality can 
often be attributed to various sources such as disease epidemics, poor sanitation, 
malnutrition, and natural causes. Typically, children and the elderly are the most 
susceptible to diseases and are affected the greatest, which adversely affects the 
surrounding society. In Clinton County, New York, child death rates during the mid-19th 
century to the mid-20thspikes in mortality rates that ranged in severity. Of the couple of 
thousand individuals located in Riverside Cemetery, in Plattsburgh, New York, 647 of 
them died before reaching the age of nineteen, and of those 647, 69% of them were 
individuals who died between birth and five years of age. High mortality rates and the 
possibility of an infant or child dying before reaching the age of five was a very real 
concept to the people of this time. But what was the cause for these high  
mortality rates in this area? Were infectious diseases the leading cause for these deaths? 
And how did such high rates in child mortality affect Plattsburgh’s society? 
century experienced various 
 
Barthelemy, Kimberly, Franklin Pierce University 

 
Session A 

“Inside the Magic: A Comparison Study of Viking Seiðr and Sami Shamanism Beliefs 
and Practices” 
This session is actually comprised of a panel of students with a faculty advisor who have 
and continue to use their class-based knowledge of anthropology in a variety of contexts, 
including illustrating the importance of anthropology to the non-academic community. 
Consistently since 2011, a liberal arts education and degree, and specifically 
Anthropology, have come under attack from various sources as to their usefulness in 
today’s market economy and global environment. Students from both Anthropology 
Department classes at SUNY Potsdam and programs on the campus will discuss their 
classroom and applied work on campus and in the larger community to demonstrate the 



16	  
	  

usefulness, impact, and positive dimensions of both earning a BA in anthropology and 
how it can be used to enhance community relations and programs. 
 
Bates, Lisa, SUNY Potsdam 

 
Session L 

“50 Shades of Grey: A Gendered Linguistic Approach” 
This session is actually comprised of a panel of students with a faculty advisor who have 
and continue to use their class-based knowledge of anthropology in a variety of contexts, 
including illustrating the importance of anthropology to the non-academic community. 
Consistently since 2011, a liberal arts education and degree, and specifically 
Anthropology, have come under attack from various sources as to their usefulness in 
today’s market economy and global environment. Students from both Anthropology 
Department classes at SUNY Potsdam and programs on the campus will discuss their 
classroom and applied work on campus and in the larger community to demonstrate the 
usefulness, impact, and positive dimensions of both earning a BA in anthropology and 
how it can be used to enhance community relations and programs. 
 
Belton, Rebecca, SUNY Potsdam 

 
Session P 

“Nail Analysis of Pikes Cantonment: A War of 1812 Archaeological Site” 
At historical archaeology sites, nails can be found by the dozens. Located in Plattsburgh, 
NY, Pikes Cantonment, the winter encampment site of the 15th regiment during the War 
of 1812, is no exception. Between the summer field seasons 2011-2013 nails made up 
most of the artifact assemblage. Nails are able to tell us much more than we think. This 
poster will discuss the variability and meaning of the different nails found at Pikes 
Cantonment. Analysis of the nails revealed when certain types were produced, possible 
distribution as well as what nail types were used for what. 
 
Bergin, Bridgid, SUNY Potsdam 

 
Session L 

“Emergence of Female Role in S. Indian Music” 
This session is actually comprised of a panel of students with a faculty advisor who have 
and continue to use their class-based knowledge of anthropology in a variety of contexts, 
including illustrating the importance of anthropology to the non-academic community. 
Consistently since 2011, a liberal arts education and degree, and specifically 
Anthropology, have come under attack from various sources as to their usefulness in 
today’s market economy and global environment. Students from both Anthropology 
Department classes at SUNY Potsdam and programs on the campus will discuss their 
classroom and applied work on campus and in the larger community to demonstrate the 
usefulness, impact, and positive dimensions of both earning a BA in anthropology and 
how it can be used to enhance community relations and programs. 
 
Berggren, Rachel, SUNY Plattsburgh 

 
Session H 

“Disaffiliation from New Hope Baptist Church: A Transition Through Belief and 
Belonging” 
This paper explores the shifting landscapes of how members of religious communities 
move from believing and belonging, to a place of disbelief and non-belonging. It 
examines the effect of this fluctuating process on the individual identities of former 
members and how through this experience, members disaffiliate from church 
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membership. The church in question has 350 members and is located in Western New 
York State. It is not a physical, geographical community, but is a community in the sense 
that the shared beliefs and values of the members bring them together in religious and 
everyday contexts, giving members a sense of belonging. I have studied how members of 
this community come to both grow in their beliefs and their sense of belonging as well as 
what causes this experience to change over time. My approach offers a new insight into  
this topic because it brings to light how the very same process that brought about 
members integration into the community is the one that also leads them to leave. In order 
to understand these patterns of the relationship between belief, belonging, and identity, 
and how they fluctuate throughout time, I ask, how do belief and belonging come to be? 
How do they become an integral part of one’s identity? And what happens to cause this to 
change? 
 
Bergquist, Alyssa, Franklin Pierce University Session B 
“Wantastiquet Mountain Site” 
This Native American archaeological site located in Hinsdale, New Hampshire in the 
Wantastiquet Mountain State Forest is believed to have been occupied a number of times 
between the Late Archaic to the Late Woodland period. It is located on an alluvial terrace 
on the Connecticut River where the river and the mountain meet. This site was excavated 
by Professor Robert Goodby and students form the Franklin Pierce University Field 
schools in 2004 and 2005. There were a variety of artifacts discovered at the site 
including diagnostic points, pottery and snake vertebrae along with the discovery of a 
stone hearth feature radiocarbon dated to 4,400 BP. The presence of snake vertebrae 
brings up the question of whether snakes were used as a food source or as a component of 
rituals in the Abenaki culture. 
 
Black, Andrew, SUNY Plattsburgh 

 
Session E 

Paper 1 
“The Coop’s Pork and Fish Site: Domestic Life and What’s for Dinner” 
Excellent preservation and full recovery of material through wet-screening has resulted in 
an unusually rich faunal and botanical assemblage from the Coop’s Site. This paper 
summarizes the preliminary analysis of the food remains and highlights the family’s 
reliance on a mixture of domestic and wild resources. The paper will also include a brief 
discussion of the architectural remains at the site and the contexts of artifactual 
assemblages. 
Paper 2 
“Leisure Time at the Cabin” 
Life at the Coop’s site was not all work and struggle, it also included some leisure time as 
well. A diversity of artifacts show how even in an isolated setting, children and families 
found ways to create entertainment with limited resources, relax with tobacco, and 
maintain a religious life. 
 
Bly, Kristara, SUNY Potsdam 

 
Session M 

“Anthropology and New Technology: 3D Architectural Modeling” 
In the 21st century new technologies provide anthropologists with the opportunity to both 
further their research and its dissemination to the general public. Given the breadth of 
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practical application of new technology this presentation will focus specifically on the 
representation and preservation of architectural remains through the use of ArchiCAD 17 
and Google Sketch Up. I will discuss the benefits of using these programs specifically as 
they relate to a case study of architectural ruins from an early 19th century Scottish 
farmer house located in Rossie, NY. The presentation will cover a brief overview of the 
background research involved, how the programs have been utilized in this specific case 
study, the current results of the 3D modeling analysis, and the difficulties faced while 
using these software programs. 
 
Boyd, Amari Leah, Skidmore College 

 
Session A 

“Between Diasporas: Identity Formations of Black American Jews” 
This paper analyzes patterns of religious fluidity by an Ethiopian Hebrew sect founded in 
1919 Harlem, New York known as the Commandment Keepers. The Commandment 
Keepers demonstrated a complex layer of liminal moments where they possessed 
retentions from slavery and Christianity in addition to adopting Orthodox Jewish 
practices as a means of creating a counter hegemonic identity. However, their hindrance 
to holistically embrace both their Jewish and Black American identities was 
unsustainable in a society with rigid social stratifications, which led to their disbandment 
in 2004. Through several informal interviews over the course of three months with a 
former member of the Commandment Keepers, current members of another Ethiopian 
Hebrew sect in Queens, NY as well as archival research, this paper contributes to the 
discourse of cultural appropriation and intersectionality of social identities. 
 
Borough, Matanuska-Susitna Session B 
“Adelphi Archaeological Survey and Excavations in the Susitna Valley, Alaska” 
Adelphi University, in cooperation with the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, continues a 
multiyear investigation into the economic transition from early to late prehistoric cultures 
in the Middle Susitna Valley. Survey and test excavations including ongoing work at 
Trapper Creek Overlook (TAL-092) contribute to a refined chronology and abrupt 
transition from Pleistocene hunting to Late Holocene salmon harvesting and early 20th 
century Euroamerican settlement. The earliest evidence from the region indicates initial 
inhabitants were highly mobile with a sporadic presence. However, by the contact era, 
Ahtna and Dena’ina were semi-sedentary and intensively storing salmon as demonstrated 
in recently tested sites near Montana Creek. 
 
Brenton, Barrett P., St. Johns University 

 
Session J 

“Landscapes of Human Slavery: Forced Labor, Industrial Food Systems and Land 
Sovereignty in Brazil” 
In Brazil today tens of thousands of people are victims of human slavery/forced labor.  
This paper reviews applied fieldwork on this issue conducted as part of a Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS) Scholars in Global Solidarity project that is being undertaken in 
partnership with the Pastoral Land Commission (Comissão Pastoral da Terra, or CPT) 
and the NGO, Repórter Brasil. The primary goal of the initiative is to combat slave labor 
and promote a culture of justice through advocacy on public policy, particularly on the 
eve of the 2014 FIFA World Cup Soccer Tournament and the 2016 Summer Olympics 
being held in Brazil. A specific focus will be on how poverty, limited access to land, and 
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the growth of a highly labor-intensive industrial food system creates vulnerabilities that 
have shaped a landscape of human slavery.  A framework of anthropological praxis will 
highlight how the community of Nova Conquista, established by freed slaves and their 
families in the northeastern Brazilian state of Piauí, continues to weather and cope with 
uncertainty by creating sustainable livelihoods through food and land sovereignty in the 
face of climate change and the globalization of exploitative market chains. 
 
Bresett, John, SUNY Potsdam 

 
Session G 

““EOP Straight Up”: Building networks of support at SUNY Potsdam” 
The Education Opportunity Program (EOP) at SUNY Potsdam provides a model for 
fostering a supportive community for students who may not have otherwise been 
accepted to college. EOP creates a familial support system to help students overcome 
challenges presented in college. By replicating the family structure EOP is able to 
provide a welcoming and supportive environment for student’s academic success. EOP 
Freshmen Orientation builds the framework of the community. This paper reports on the 
results of a yearlong student research project evaluating the EOP and the process of 
integrating students into the EOP and campus communities. 
 
“EOP Program” 

 
Session L 

This session is actually comprised of a panel of students with a faculty advisor who have 
and continue to use their class-based knowledge of anthropology in a variety of contexts, 
including illustrating the importance of anthropology to the non-academic community. 
Consistently since 2011, a liberal arts education and degree, and specifically 
Anthropology, have come under attack from various sources as to their usefulness in 
today’s market economy and global environment. Students from both Anthropology 
Department classes at SUNY Potsdam and programs on the campus will discuss their 
classroom and applied work on campus and in the larger community to demonstrate the 
usefulness, impact, and positive dimensions of both earning a BA in anthropology and 
how it can be used to enhance community relations and programs 
 
 
Brien, Logan J., SUNY Canton 

 
Session E 

“Creating Spatial Models of Artifact Concentrations Using MatLAB” 
A catalogue of artifacts from an archaeological site may contain thousands of artifacts 
from a range of classification categories. Years of work at a site can make it difficult to 
determine concentrations and analyze patterns found during an excavation just due to the 
vast amount of artifacts. Since these catalogues are often kept in a database it can be 
challenging to determine these trends just by looking at the numbers alone. Using the 
engineering program MatLAB it is possible to quickly export archaeological databases to 
obtain 3D spatial models that can be analyzed quickly for research. Due to the computing 
power of MatLAB the quantity of artifacts is inconsequential. Regardless of the number 
the program can quickly evaluate the data and produce a working model within minutes. 
The code needed can be easily modified to accommodate different databases and formats. 
Further research is being done using a portable version of the program in the field on 
smartphones and/or tablets. 
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Brock, Miranda, Skidmore College Session C 
“‘That’s so hipster’: The meaning of hipster culture at Skidmore College” 
Popular culture reveals the values and ideologies of a given society. Hipsterism is 
arguably one of the most salient ‘subcultures’ of this millennial in the U.S. Based on 
student interviews, observation, and media analysis, this paper explores the meaning of 
the term ‘hipster’ and the way hipster culture manifests on Skidmore College campus. 
Hipster culture is both trendy and popular and heavily criticized in the media. It has many 
inherent tensions, the largest of which is the elusiveness of its members. Skidmore 
College students perceive ‘hipster’ to be a commonly used term, yet I could not find 
anyone who self-identifies as a hipster. This phenomenon is understood in the media as a 
consequence of the negative connotation of the term in relation to its commodification 
and ambiguous identity. Among Skidmore students, the term ‘hipster’ is understood 
universally yet it is also recognized to be immensely subjective and relative in definition. 
This project explores patterns of social identity formation, fashion and the social body, 
authenticity, materiality, consumer behavior, and commodity fetishism. By 
deconstructing a commonly used colloquial term, this study highlights the importance of 
critical consumption and analysis. 
 
Brooks, Matthew Q., Ithaca College 

 
Session K 

“Ticked Off: An Analysis of Lyme Disease in Tompkins County” 
Tompkins County, N.Y., is an area where people are at high risk for lyme disease and 
many individuals have been experiencing chronic lyme, a disease not sufficiently 
understood and recognized by mainstream medicine. Though the CDC labels chronic 
lyme as "Post-Treatment Lyme Disease Syndrome" (PTLDS) this is a misnomer as many 
people infected receive neither diagnosis nor treatment immediately following a tick bite. 
Once diagnosed, restrictive health insurance guidelines often impede coverage for 
treatment. This has led many people suffering with lyme to spend out of pocket money 
for treatments that include biomedical, complementary and integrative therapies. A 
critical analysis will be made of the current situation with chronic lyme to examine the 
influence that biomedical hegemony has on the accessibility and quality of information 
on chronic illness. The broader issues involved are contextualized with a local education 
and awareness campaign I am co-organizing in Ithaca, N.Y., with the Ithaca Free Clinic 
and Ithaca College. 
 
Campbell, Jennifer L., SUNY Potsdam 

 
Session F 

“Landscapes of Memory and Experience: The Medieval Trade and Travel Routes of 
Northern South Asia” 
The conception of a journey typically presupposes two things; first that a route or path 
will be taken and second that the success of the journey will be marked by the arrival at 
some predetermined destination. Journeys and the routes that structure them can be 
examined as singular events despite often containing multiple stages of “journeying”. For 
travelers each stage culminates with the arrival at some service facility or layover locale; 
often some way-station on the path to the ultimate destination. These minor destinations 
are not as ubiquitous and unassuming as we might be inclined to think. Their variance 
and variable remembrance is tied to the experiences and memories they anchor. Places 
derive meaning not from the moment in which experience occurs but from the memory of 



21	  
	  

experiences and the associations that memories can begin to underpin and legitimize. 
When we wish to explore or present historic routes for public consumption, what we are 
endeavoring to do is to highlight the experience of places that might otherwise be seen as 
repetitive and similar and as such forgettable. 
In this paper I use the medieval trade and travel routes from northern South Asia to 
discuss how routes in the past derived meaning by memorializing collective experiences 
and manipulating collective memories to legitimize systems of rule. Furthering this I 
expand my historic examination of memory, to consider the ongoing construction and 
manipulation of historic identity to service new travel and transit systems – ones that 
depend on cultural tourism. Along ancient transit systems places of the past are being 
rediscovered, repackaged, and reintroduced in the collective memories of a nation and in 
the individual memories of tourists – becoming stages on cultural journeys of discovery. 
 
Chambers, Brennan, SUNY Plattsburgh 

 
Session H 

“Allen Farm Site: An Analysis of Lithic Production Methods” 
The Allen Farm site is a multi-component prehistoric site near Peru, New York, located 
about a mile inland from Lake Champlain. Excavations revealed ceramic, lithic, and 
faunal artifacts representing several different cultures spanning approximately 2,000 
years. This research focused on the flaked stone tool assemblage, particularly the 
production methods, in an attempt to better understand the subsistence methods, mobility  
patterns, and raw material use of the sites occupants over time. The selected artifacts 
were sorted typologically into edge retouch tools, invasive retouch tools, utilized flakes, 
and debitage. The formal tools were first separated based on form, and then with the 
utilized flakes were further categorized based on what raw materials were used in their 
production; chert, granitic rock, or quartzite. The debitage was also divided into 
categories representing the early, middle, and late stages of production, with the majority 
being late stage production. The prevalence of retouched tools over utilized flakes 
indicates that higher levels of mobility were favored or that usable raw material was 
scarce, or more likely, a combination of the two. The lack of early stage debitage as well 
as the use of granitic stone for tools further supports the notion that raw material was 
scarce; chert was likely transported to the site in extensively prepared cores and blanks. 
In addition, the small size of the site and the huge numbers of deer remains seem to 
indicate that the site was a small hunting/foraging camp which would have made a high 
level of mobility essential for the occupants. 
 
Chen, York, Vassar College Session O 
“Co/mu/nity or: How Strangers Made a Forum Their Virtual Space” 
This paper presents some findings of a three-month study of 4chan's music board /mu/ 
with regards to the creation of persistent identities in a non-persistent and anonymous 
virtual world. There are a number of ways in which 4chan facilitates anonymous and 
ephemeral forum interaction: only a set number of threads exist at any time (the oldest 
threads are permanently deleted); there is no required registration; neither users nor posts 
are accompanied by a signature or appellation. In this presentation, however, I will 
describe how the site’s pervasive anonymity can be overcome to build a persistent 
community. The analysis centers on certain kinds of genred threads that allow for the 
creation of roles through social positioning. For example, “bandcamp" threads allow for a 
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community to create and demonstrate implicit rules (of providing feedback on the music 
of others in order to receive feedback), while personal anecdote threads ("feels threads" 
and "comfy threads") allow for the entire community to share individual experiences 
collectively. The social product of these forms of positioning is a community heavily 
dependent on a strong inner-circle / outer-circle dichotomy in which inclusion and 
exclusion are contingent on understanding the in-jokes and other /mu/-specific references 
deployed. The findings of this study suggest that concept of “anonymity” obscures more 
than it reveals about the rich possibilities for creating community in virtual worlds. 
 
Cherian, Alisha, Vassar College 

 
Session O 

“The Menstruation Monologues: Experimenting with Dramatic Practice and Medium as 
Ethnographic Lab” 
This experimental ethnography uses the dramatic medium as a lab-like space to 
investigate cultural conceptions of menstruation. Subjects' interviews exploring practices, 
experiences, understandings, and opinions of menstruation are crafted into performance 
pieces. The poetic nature of the composite pieces themselves represent and reflect the 
tensions, complexities, and multiplicities within 'period culture'. The practical premise of 
this exercise involves performing these pieces for the subjects, as well as new subjects, 
whose responses are recorded in order to refashion the performance pieces. This 
performative aspect, the implications of which need to be studied as well, is in dialogue 
with the open-ended, dynamic, illusive nuances of period culture, while at the same time 
creating a feedback loop that acts as a rolling member validation, with the voices and 
faces of performers adding to the intricate webs of meaning revolving around the topic. 
 
Clauss, Kate, SUNY Potsdam 

 
Session L 

“Gender Expectations as of Function of Talk Therapy Success” 
This session is actually comprised of a panel of students with a faculty advisor who have 
and continue to use their class-based knowledge of anthropology in a variety of contexts, 
including illustrating the importance of anthropology to the non-academic community. 
Consistently since 2011, a liberal arts education and degree, and specifically 
Anthropology, have come under attack from various sources as to their usefulness in 
today’s market economy and global environment. Students from both Anthropology 
Department classes at SUNY Potsdam and programs on the campus will discuss their 
classroom and applied work on campus and in the larger community to demonstrate the 
usefulness, impact, and positive dimensions of both earning a BA in anthropology and 
how it can be used to enhance community relations and programs. 
 
Cline, Nicole M., SUNY Potsdam 

 
Session D 

“The Aftermath of Irene: Long-term Effects of a Natural Disaster on Community 
Relationships” 
Natural disasters not only change a landscape, but they shape a community through 
shared experiences, emergency response, and the reconstruction process. In the summer 
of 2011, Hurricane Irene devastated several communities in the Adirondack Park leaving 
the small towns to repair their homes, businesses, and lives. My research focuses on the 
towns of Keene and Keene Valley and explores the motives of volunteers and the overall 
effect this had on their relationships with other community members and their perception 
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of the communities. Through in-person interviews and an analysis of media coverage of 
the disaster, I have explored what it means to be a volunteer and how volunteer work 
shapes peoples’ perceptions of a community. 
 
Comins, Megan, University of Sheffield Session N 
“It's Not Easy Being Green: Experiments in Roman Emerald Green Glass” 
The organisation of the glass industry in the early Roman Empire is largely an enigma. 
Chemical analyses and primary sources confirm that the majority of Roman glass was 
produced using natron, a soda-mineral evaporite. However, there exists a small subgroup 
of emerald green glasses from the 1st century C.E. whose compositions do not conform 
to the typical Roman recipe. The elevated levels of potassium, phosphorus, manganese, 
and magnesium suggest instead the use of a plant ash, which curiously had not been used 
since before the first millennia B.C.E. This project explores the possible technological 
and methodological reasoning behind the peculiar relationship between these elements 
and the development of the emerald green color, ultimately revealing a fascinating view 
on the dynamic and vibrant glass industry in the early Empire. 
 
Coutouly, Yan Axel Gomez, University of Paris 

 
Session B 

“Site Discovery and Lithic Analyses from the Middle Tanana Valley, Alaska” 
Adelphi University, in cooperation with Paris West University Nanterre La Défense, 
continues research into the emergence and cultural evolution of prehistoric hunter-
gatherers in the Middle Tanana Valley. To accomplish this, we have selected the 
Volkmar Lake and nearby Goodpaster River region for a long-term research initiative. 
Previously unexplored by archaeologists, we believe this area has tremendous scientific 
potential. In this report, we highlight recent discoveries from project years 2011-2013 
when preliminary reconnaissance and survey yielded a range of new archaeological finds. 
While most are Mid-Holocene in age, earlier deposits have been identified. 
 
Craig, Lucas, SUNY Canton 

 
Session E 

“Creating Spatial Models of Artifact Concentrations Using MatLAB” 
A catalogue of artifacts from an archaeological site may contain thousands of artifacts 
from a range of classification categories. Years of work at a site can make it difficult to 
determine concentrations and analyze patterns found during an excavation just due to the 
vast amount of artifacts. Since these catalogues are often kept in a database it can be 
challenging to determine these trends just by looking at the numbers alone. Using the 
engineering program MatLAB it is possible to quickly export archaeological databases to 
obtain 3D spatial models that can be analyzed quickly for research. Due to the computing 
power of MatLAB the quantity of artifacts is inconsequential. Regardless of the number 
the program can quickly evaluate the data and produce a working model within minutes. 
The code needed can be easily modified to accommodate different databases and formats. 
Further research is being done using a portable version of the program in the field on 
smartphones and/or tablets. 
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DiStefano, Victoria, SUNY the College at Brockport Session P 
The McKendry site is located on private land in the Village of Irving, Town of Hanover, 
Chautauqua County, New York. The site is multi-occupational; artifacts date between 
approximately 6,000 BP through the duration of the Historic period. The McKendry site 
was excavated during the 1990s by a small, dedicated group of volunteers and 
advocational archaeologists. Thousands of artifacts recovered from the McKendry site, 
site records and field notes were donated to the University at Buffalo, Marian White 
Museum of Anthropology by Mr. McKendry in 2006. Graduate and undergraduate 
students and staff from the University at Buffalo and the College at Brockport have spent 
the past few years reconstructing the site and it’s artifacts. This cooperate research 
illustrates the usefulness of old collections. Many of the artifacts donated had never been 
clean or organized, which allowed for hundreds of internship hours and became a 
wonderful training tool for students. Old collections can also provide valuable 
archaeological information. This presentation will focus on the Historic aspect of the 
McKendry site, which dates to the early 19th century and is one of the few known 
Historic Seneca sites in Hanover. 
 
Ennis-McMillan, Michael C., Skidmore College Session J 
“Creating Civil-Religious Space: A Visual Ethnography of Processions during a Mexican 
Fiesta” 
Fiestas occupy a prominent place in the ethnographic accounts of civil-religious cargo 
systems in Mexican communities. This study examines fiesta processions as significant 
moments when residents create civil-religious spaces that represent and express central 
values related to family, locality, and community. Based on ethnographic research carried 
out during a Corpus Cristi fiesta in 2013, the analysis draws on photographs, participant 
observation, and interviews of residents in La Purificación Tepetitla in the State of 
Mexico. Visual data on processions demonstrates how residents blend civil and religious 
elements to claim public space in streets, courtyards, and households. New residents and 
young people draw on tradition as they create new cultural forms that are consistent with 
earlier practices. The study contributes to the visual understanding of fiesta processions 
as contemporary practices that continue to blend civil and religious meanings. 
 
Eubank, Colin, Bard College at Simon Rock Session D 
“Hooding Liberalism: Hustling the Body in Pursuit of the Self” 
This project tracks shifts in the way Liberalism inscribes the human body with meaning 
through an examination of the prisoner’s hood and the logistic, aesthetic, and theoretical 
altercations made to this object in recent decades. In a post 9/11 America, the prisoner’s 
hood has become as much a symbol as it is an object, enthralling publics with its 
application in Guantanamo Bay, Abu Ghraib, and White House protests. It is precisely 
the symbolic aspect that has encouraged this project to approach the prisoner’s hood as 
simultaneously a subject and object that is imbued with a multiplicity of power relations. 
This enables the project to simultaneously historicize the prisoner’s hood and its recent 
standardization in American policy as part of a “standard operating procedure designed to 
ensure the mutual safety of the defendant and agents protecting him” for acts of 
extraordinary rendition and investigate the way Liberalism constructs the human body 
and its relation to the Self. This approach gleans vital information about the way in which 
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Western legal systems conceptualize and manipulate understandings of pain and suffering 
by emphasizing the reproduction and performance of pain as a commodified object. This 
study of the prisoner’s hood leaves us with questions about the ways technologies of 
security (and torture) exacerbate the construction of an increasingly biopolitical 
landscape. 
 
Fairweather, Sean, Skidmore College Session A 
“Identity Production and Communitas in Medieval Pilgrimage 1430 — 1530” 
Anthropologists have studied pilgrimage as a ritual by focusing on pilgrimage's liminality 
and its role in building a faith-based community. Such analyses explain the institution of 
pilgrimage, but do not account for the divisive group and individual identities that 
pilgrimage also shapes. 
The equalizing and the discriminating effects of the pilgrimage's liminal period can be 
found in the personal accounts of European pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land between 
1430 and 1530. In particular, the relationship of various authors to other pilgrims and to 
their social class are both useful points of analysis. Because the ritual of pilgrimage 
involves a physical as well as a spiritual journey from the home, social class and social 
affiliations mitigate the equalizing effects of the liminal stage associated with rites of 
passage. The result is a ritual which temporarily removes some lines of social division 
while reinforcing others. This allows for the apparent contradiction of individual as well 
as community identities being developed by the pilgrimage. 
 
Finnerty, Elise, Skidmore College Session G 
“Menopause and Beauty: The Emotional Perceptions of Aging and Identity through the 
Engagement with Makeup in Saratoga Springs, New York” 
Menopause is largely misunderstood in American culture through various inaccurate 
perceptions, definitions, and representations of the aging woman. Anthropologists have 
examined menopause and the dominant American culture’s interpretation of middle-aged 
women through an alternative critical lens. This study examines ideas of identity and 
societal perceptions that emerged in 10 open-ended interviews of female residents of 
Saratoga Spring, New York ages 45-55. The interview data shows how women 
comprehend preconceived notions of menopause and aging and the effects these ideas 
have on their emotional and physical experiences. The analysis focuses on the self-
perceptions the women have of aging and the ritual of beauty upkeep, their evolution of 
makeup use, and variations in self-esteem as their years have progressed. While 
expressing unique aging experiences, each woman shared a similar perspective on the 
female approach to middle age and transition. Also, there was a communal understanding 
of makeup, beauty, and overall appearance as a factor in the aging process. This study 
challenges negative cultural expectations of middle age womanhood and seeks to 
advance female empowerment and positive self-esteem. 
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Fleiner-Etheridge, Teagan, St. Lawrence University Session A 
“Private and Public Practice: The Fear of Youth Orthopraxy Among Older Generations of 
Hindu Women in India” 
In this paper, I describe the concerns of older liberal Hindu women regarding increased 
Hindu orthopraxy among younger generations. Older generations believe that the 
variability and heterogeneity within Hindu practice are key reasons the faith has 
persevered, passed from generation to generation, for thousands of years. Older 
generations fear that without the fluidity of practice, younger generations are 
experiencing increasing homogeneity in their religious practices. I argue that the 
perception of orthopraxy among older women stems from three recent phenomena: 1) 
increased public performance of puja; 2) increased standardization of Hindu practices in 
mass media; and 3) the decline of the joint family. This paper is based on a series of 
interviews conducted in Fall 2013 in Varanasi and Jaipur with Hindu women between the 
age of 22 and 80. My research reveals a contradiction: despite older women’s concerns 
over orthopraxy, my interviews with younger women showed that their practices remain 
diverse and personal. 
 
Fournier, Cory, Bridgewater State University Session B 
“Native American Stone Structures of the Eastern Seaboard” 
Scattered throughout the wooded backlands of the Atlantic seaboard are a large number 
of standing lithic structures that have mostly been ignored by conventional 
archaeologists. Often dismissed as colonial era stone walls and field clearing piles, these 
formations are increasingly emerging as part of a Native American tradition of ritual 
building practices that played a vital role in sociocultural events. This project focused on 
obtaining locational data on potential Native American sacred sites across the Atlantic 
seaboard in order to draw parallels between their construction techniques, environmental 
positioning, and event-specific structural alignments. Utilizing GIS software, over 3,840 
sites in the region have been geolocated, providing a basis for understanding these sites in 
their original context. The work of this project is only the first step in a larger effort to 
rediscover the cultural heritage and knowledge Native Americans in the area have long 
practiced and projected onto their physical landscape. 
 
Freidman, Joey, SUNY Plattsburgh Session H 
“Women's Choice of Contraceptives” 
The contextual factors that women and doctors consider before selecting birth control 
methods for an individual have changed overtime. Decision criteria vary by generation, 
media representation and cultural norms. The choices that women are making today are 
based on the nature of their relationships, responsibility, doctor’s involvement and 
medical issues. The practice of using birth control has changed as well; it has become 
commonplace for women to experiment with multiple birth control methods overtime. 
Interviewees commented that this was an uncomfortable and sometimes unhealthy 
process to go through. Nonetheless, the normalcy of switching birth control is not often 
questioned. Women’s Choice of Contraceptives investigates the process of how women 
choose which birth control to use and when to use it. 
In-depth interviews, both individual and group, were carried out to better understand this 
process. For all of the interviewees, the first birth control used was the male condom. The 
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further exploration of this event showed that the next step was, typically, a transition 
from condoms to hormonal methods. This was mostly due to a change in relationship 
status, more specifically how committed a relationship was and whether or not it seemed 
to have future potential. Choosing a hormonal method becomes representational of 
adulthood, more responsibility, and stable relationships. This also means that, for some, 
the condom symbolizes more casual sexual relationships. This timeline of contraceptive 
use varies between individuals based on time, place, money, health and culture. As a 
result of these fluctuating factors, more options are available and experimented with to 
suit a woman’s current situation. The choices are shaped by the developing cultural 
norms and social assumptions. As well, the social culture of birth control is being molded 
by choices of advertisement companies, medical professionals, and cultural guidelines 
originating at home. 
 
Furbish, Chelsea, SUNY Potsdam Session G 
 ““EOP Straight Up”: Building networks of support at SUNY Potsdam” 
The Education Opportunity Program (EOP) at SUNY Potsdam provides a model for 
fostering a supportive community for students who may not have otherwise been 
accepted to college. EOP creates a familial support system to help students overcome 
challenges presented in college. By replicating the family structure EOP is able to 
provide a welcoming and supportive environment for student’s academic success. EOP 
Freshmen Orientation builds the framework of the community. This paper reports on the 
results of a yearlong student research project evaluating the EOP and the process of 
integrating students into the EOP and campus communities. 
 Session L 
“EOP Family and Community” 
This session is actually comprised of a panel of students with a faculty advisor who have 
and continue to use their class-based knowledge of anthropology in a variety of contexts, 
including illustrating the importance of anthropology to the non-academic community. 
Consistently since 2011, a liberal arts education and degree, and specifically 
Anthropology, have come under attack from various sources as to their usefulness in 
today’s market economy and global environment. Students from both Anthropology 
Department classes at SUNY Potsdam and programs on the campus will discuss their 
classroom and applied work on campus and in the larger community to demonstrate the 
usefulness, impact, and positive dimensions of both earning a BA in anthropology and 
how it can be used to enhance community relations and programs. 
 
Galvin, Anne M., St. Johns University Session D 
“Ethnography and Danger: Social Understandings of Personal Safety in Kingston, 
Jamaica.” 
In this paper, I explore interpretations of danger as navigated by an American cultural 
anthropologist and her field informants in a garrison community in Kingston, Jamaica.  
Jamaican garrisons are highly regulated environments with strictly maintained boundaries 
that are patrolled by informal, armed, security details.  These locations, originally formed 
in armed political conflict, create unique understandings of danger in relation to 
distinctions of “inside” and “outside” community borders. This research explores the 
relationship between Kingston residents’ understandings of “danger”, an American 
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anthropologist’s understanding of “danger”, and the ethical dilemmas that arise in 
attempts to represent “dangerous” encounters ethnographically.  This work examines the 
intersections of global north/south relations, Euro-American and Afro-Caribbean gender 
normativities and class inequality in order to better understand how “danger” comes to be 
socially and personally defined and experienced. It also works to develop a better 
understanding of the role and ethical considerations of the anthropologist while 
interpreting and representing experiences of “danger” in their research. 
 
Gonzalez, Maria H., Skidmore College Session C 
“Observing the Hipster in it's 'Natural' Habitat: International Student Perspectives at 
Skidmore College in Upstate New York” 
The current conception of hipster seemingly applies to not only people, but objects, 
fashion, attitudes; an amalgamation I call the hipster 'scene,' and which often culminates 
at liberal arts colleges. Despite this scenes common presence, individuals rarely self-
identify with hipster. Using open-ended interviews, this study interprets the perceptions 
of hipster by five international students from Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New 
York. Analyzing international, multi-cultural perspectives, and how they compare and 
contrast to other discourse concerning "hipster," I examine how hipster acts as a 
purposefully vague term. This ambiguity offers a new and more critical generalization of 
a typically empowered and privileged social group. For international students especially, 
the hipster generalization both creates and is created by the intricacies of the millennial 
generation and a globalizing world. Hipster, as perceived by international students, 
reveals current social anxieties and elements of the reception and movement of culture 
within and across different boundaries. 
 
Gottschalk, A.J., University at Buffalo Session I 
“Shifting the River’s Course: Destructive Change through Waterway Modification” 
Human control of water has been a driving force throughout history (and prehistory). 
Theories have even held such control as a driving force behind the development of 
civilizations. Something so simple as the crossing of a river have acted as defining 
moments for cultures or even civilizations. For the sake of industry, humans have 
reshaped waterways and changed entire landscapes. Sweeping rivers were transformed 
into reservoirs drained by tailwaters in order to drive water-wheels or provide 
hydroelectric power, or channelized and dredged of their features to float away the 
stripped remains of great forests. Sustainability was a word reserved for military 
campaigns and profit margins. Sweden is a great example of a place ravaged by this sort 
of change, its landscape punctuated with evidence of human modification. Returning the 
rivers and forests to a more natural state is now a project of great interest to both the 
Swedish people and their government, but it will require both brains and brawn from 
disciplines both academic and otherwise. Preserving the history of the past, even the 
history of those things which drove the destruction is where archaeologists will fit in to 
this monumental effort (Nisser 1983). 
Nisser, Marie. 
1983 Industrial Archaeology in the Nordic Countries, Viewed from Sweden. World 
Archaeology 15 (2): 137-147. 
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Guillen, Kimberly, St. Lawrence University Session A 
“Muslimah Voice: The journey towards equality in leading prayer” 
In this paper, I describe the Muslimah, Muslim womyn, and her fight for religious 
freedoms. I argue that the spatial and social marginalization of the Muslimah has 
harnessed a desire for Muslim womyn to lead prayer. This paper is based on a series of 
ethnographic interviews as well as participant-observation as an “insider-outsider” 
member of an Islamic student organization at a small liberal arts college where Muslims 
are a distinct minority. My research reveals a contradiction: despite the restrictions placed 
on who is allowed to lead an azan (call to prayer) or congregational Juma’h (Friday) 
prayer, in an Islamic student organization, when men are not present women fill in those 
positions and yet do not consider it an actual prayer. In this research I analyze the ways in 
which the legitimacy of a prayer is constructed around the absence or presence of a 
Muslim brother. 
 
Hamashima, Mariko, Vassar College Session O 
“Globalization and the Politics of Gender in the Miss Samoa Pageant” 
As a national pageant, Miss Samoa operates as a performative space in which gender 
norms are negotiated and transformed. In order to understand these tensions, it is 
necessary to recognize the values concerning gender and sexuality that existed within 
traditional Samoan culture. Central to these values are the fa’amatai system, feagaiga, 
aiga, taupou, and pōula. These values also help explain how pageantry, an inherently 
Western ritual, has been incorporated and adapted into a Samoan context. The 
transformation and reproduction of these gender norms are also juxtaposed against 
historical notions and stereotypes of the South Pacific woman. With these stereotypes in 
mind, I argue that the Miss Samoa pageant not only operates as a site of negotiation, but 
as a method for opposition and empowerment as well. I also show how pressures of 
globalization and Western values have resulted in an increasing tension and contradiction 
within the pageant. The ways in which the Miss Samoa pageant works to incorporate and 
reach out to Samoans living abroad reflects the dynamism inherent within Samoan 
culture. However, the structural pressures of the pageant raise questions of authenticity 
and efficacy. 
 
Hansen, Brooke, Ithaca College Session K 
“Silent Suffering: Medical Anthropology’s Role in Giving Voice to Chronic Lyme” 
Chronic lyme disease is shrouded in controversy, politics and profound silences from 
those suffering with the illness and practitioners grappling with treatment choices. A 
community film showing of Under Our Skin prompted an outpouring of people with 
lyme disease who have lived through the political and economic minefields of 
biomedicine and insurance companies and want to tell their stories. A follow up panel on 
chronic lyme at the local library led to some health care practitioners indicating that they 
could not be associated with the topic nor speak about it in a public setting. Empowered 
with the theoretical frameworks of critical medical anthropology, we can make profound 
contributions to unraveling the politics of lyme and providing venues for people to tell 
and share their stories of sickness. One such example is highlighted in this presentation 
with the formative Ithaca College project that will collect illness narratives for a 
community database. 
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Herrera, Gabriel M., Skidmore College Session J 
“The City in the Country: Public Discourse and Perceptions of Sustainability in Saratoga 
Springs, NY” 
The issues of urban environmental sustainability and development are subject to much 
debate and scrutiny on academic, organizational, and public levels. Much of this scrutiny 
is directed at large-scale urban environments such as New York City. This project uses 
this precedent as a basis but examines public perceptions of sustainability and 
development in a small scale urban environment. Through interviews, participant 
observation, and media and archival analysis, this study examines what issues of 
sustainability receive public attention, how issues are subsequently addressed, and what 
elements of culture influence perceptions of sustainability. The study finds that public 
perception is often determined by visibility of an issue and the level of effect the issue 
and solutions will have on individuals. In addition, how sustainability is addressed is 
often governed by historical contexts, the influence of local organization, economic 
factors, and concepts of place and identity. Key issues discussed are developmental 
expansion, urban sprawl, walkability and foot traffic, mixed-use zoning, and the 
relationship between large and small scale development. 
 
Hintze, Christine E.,  Session G 
“Cultural Divides in “Bike Friendly” New York City: Is Biking an Exclusive Activity?” 
Biking has become a fashionable way to address growing environmental concerns and is 
a popular mode of transportation in New York City. Broader questions about the meaning 
of biking for several groups of people in New York City are uncovered through 
interviews that I did as well as a media analysis exploring the implicit symbolic value of 
this cultural activity. Biking supporters note that the way in which groups interact with 
bikes in New York City is defined by political structures and group cultural 
interpretation. Political structures are reinforced by cultural constructions of issues 
related to identity, political economy, gentrification, and environmentalism. Individual 
and group accessibility to biking differs based on the legislative and authoritative shape 
placed on the mode of transportation. The study suggests that political structures are set 
to create boundaries and define how groups of various social identities interact with 
biking and create opportunities and challenges for understanding how biking fits into 
their day-to-day lives. 
 
Hoffman, Curtis, Bridgewater State University Session B 
“Native American Stone Structures of the Eastern Seaboard” 
Scattered throughout the wooded backlands of the Atlantic seaboard are a large number 
of standing lithic structures that have mostly been ignored by conventional 
archaeologists. Often dismissed as colonial era stone walls and field clearing piles, these 
formations are increasingly emerging as part of a Native American tradition of ritual 
building practices that played a vital role in sociocultural events. This project focused on 
obtaining locational data on potential Native American sacred sites across the Atlantic 
seaboard in order to draw parallels between their construction techniques, environmental 
positioning, and event-specific structural alignments. Utilizing GIS software, over 3,840 
sites in the region have been geolocated, providing a basis for understanding these sites in 
their original context. The work of this project is only the first step in a larger effort to 
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rediscover the cultural heritage and knowledge Native Americans in the area have long 
practiced and projected onto their physical landscape. 
 
Hoffman, McKayla E., Bridgewater State University Session M 
“The Past is Present: Exploring Methods of Collaboration Between Archaeologists, 
Museums, and Native Americans in Southern New England” 
This project explored the issue of cooperation between Native Americans, the 
archaeological community, and museums of Southern New England. The goal of the 
project was to determine the optimum models that the aforementioned parties might 
implement that would address the unique concerns of each group and do justice in 
recalling the history of Native Americans of Southern New England with an authentic, 
unbiased voice. The methodology of the project consisted of a study of legislation 
concerning archaeology and Native American rights, an analysis of collaboration case 
studies, and in-depth interviews with members of the archaeological, museum, and 
Native communities. The research demonstrated that aspects of collaboration to consider 
include the conduct of archaeological projects, how artifacts are handled (i.e. how long 
they can be studied and where they are kept), and how Native American history is 
represented. The author created models of cooperation which incorporate the following: 
mutual respect, consistent and transparent communication, and conducting research for 
the benefit of all rather than the individual. It is the hope of the author that this research 
will promote the idea that effective collaboration is not simply a kind gesture, but a 
requirement for the proper treatment of cultural materials and that it strengthens scientific 
rigor in archaeological research rather than weakening it. 
 
Johnson, Alyssa, SUNY Potsdam Session L 
“Gender in Kids Toys Commercials” 
This session is actually comprised of a panel of students with a faculty advisor who have 
and continue to use their class-based knowledge of anthropology in a variety of contexts, 
including illustrating the importance of anthropology to the non-academic community. 
Consistently since 2011, a liberal arts education and degree, and specifically 
Anthropology, have come under attack from various sources as to their usefulness in 
today’s market economy and global environment. Students from both Anthropology 
Department classes at SUNY Potsdam and programs on the campus will discuss their 
classroom and applied work on campus and in the larger community to demonstrate the 
usefulness, impact, and positive dimensions of both earning a BA in anthropology and 
how it can be used to enhance community relations and programs. 
 
Johnson- Weiner, Karen, SUNY Potsdam Session F 
“Home, Church, and Place in Amish Communities” 
Since the first Amish came to North America in the early 18th century, Amish 
settlements have been established across North America. While the traditional areas of 
settlement—Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana—have the largest populations, new 
settlements have been established from Montana to Mississippi to Maine. New York 
State boasts the fastest growing Amish population. Even a cursory look at what’s 
happening in the Old Order world reveals that the Amish don’t stay put. Yet not all 
Amish move, for what is important is not a particular place but a place that permits a 
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particular way of life. This paper argues that choices about how to be Amish underlie the 
establishment of new settlements. More progressive groups, which have permitted 
members to engage in non-agrarian, entrepreneurial enterprises and allowed a wider 
range of technology, are less likely to move. In contrast, more conservative groups have 
limited technological innovation and have established new settlements to maintain an 
agrarian lifestyle. 
 
Kisiara, Otieno Session J 
“Finding anthropology in public events: a pedagogical strategy in an introductory cultural 
anthropology course” 
In gateway courses, a primary objective is to introduce students to the basic concepts and 
methods of the disciplines. One way to reinforce the understanding of these concepts and 
methods is to get students to attempt their applications. Faculty have a myriad of creative 
ways to engage students in these application exercises, involving both in-class and out-
of-class activities. In my introductory cultural anthropology course, I have an assignment 
that requires students to attend two on-campus public lectures and write analytic 
reflections of these lectures employing concepts learned in the course. In this paper, I 
discuss the design, implementation, and assessment of this assignment. Among the 
several advantages, these public lectures, organized by a cross-section of departments and 
programs, provide opportunities for students to learn and appreciate the intentional 
interdisciplinarity of anthropology grounded in a cultural framework, and a chance to 
explore the multiple and interconnected worldviews that emerge from the lectures 
 
Krasinki, Kathryn E., Fordham University Session B 
Paper 1 
“Site Discovery and Lithic Analyses from the Middle Tanana Valley, Alaska” 
Adelphi University, in cooperation with Paris West University Nanterre La Défense, 
continues research into the emergence and cultural evolution of prehistoric hunter-
gatherers in the Middle Tanana Valley. To accomplish this, we have selected the 
Volkmar Lake and nearby Goodpaster River region for a long-term research initiative. 
Previously unexplored by archaeologists, we believe this area has tremendous scientific 
potential. In this report, we highlight recent discoveries from project years 2011-2013 
when preliminary reconnaissance and survey yielded a range of new archaeological finds. 
While most are Mid-Holocene in age, earlier deposits have been identified. 
Paper 2 
“Adelphi Archaeological Survey and Excavations in the Susitna Valley, Alaska” 
Adelphi University, in cooperation with the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, continues a 
multiyear investigation into the economic transition from early to late prehistoric cultures 
in the Middle Susitna Valley. Survey and test excavations including ongoing work at 
Trapper Creek Overlook (TAL-092) contribute to a refined chronology and abrupt 
transition from Pleistocene hunting to Late Holocene salmon harvesting and early 20th 
century Euroamerican settlement. The earliest evidence from the region indicates initial 
inhabitants were highly mobile with a sporadic presence. However, by the contact era, 
Ahtna and Dena’ina were semi-sedentary and intensively storing salmon as demonstrated 
in recently tested sites near Montana Creek. 
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Kruczek-Aaron, Hadley, SUNY Potsdam Session F 
“An archaeology of fire at the Lawrence homestead: Excavating the embers of class 
struggle in the Adirondack Forest Preserve” 
In 1903, at the end of a long, dry spring, a North Elba farmer started a fallow fire that 
smoldered in the duff for months. A strong June wind fanned these flames, which moved 
across a 6-mile long swath of field and forest in a mere 2.5 hours. According to reports 
by state and federal officials, this fast-moving fire caused at least $150,000 worth of 
damage to 14,000 acres of Adirondack land. While losses of standing timber to state and 
large-scale private landowners have been emphasized in these reports, excavations 
recently conducted by SUNY Potsdam archaeologists exposed the nature of this 
destruction as it was lived by one small Adirondack family. My paper situates this family 
of pulpwood harvesters (the Lawrences) on the physical landscape of the Adirondacks 
while exploring their position in its social landscape both before and after the fire 
destroyed their home. Here, I document and contextualize both the fire and their lived 
experience in light of the class relations at play at the local level, where tensions over 
access to and control over the region’s natural resources raged in the decades following 
the creation and regulation of the Adirondack Forest Preserve. 
 
Lefferts, Gabe, Ithaca College Session A 
“Depths of Compassion in Vajrayana Buddhism: Ethnographic and Self-Reflexive 
Insights” 
This study focuses on the relationship between meditation retreat and understandings of 
compassion in the Vajrayana Buddhist tradition. Fieldwork was conducted in both 
Kathmandu and Helambu Valley, Nepal. The project features interviews with various 
monastics and common lay Buddhists residing near popular retreat centers and historic 
sites of pilgrimage. Monks provide educated scholarly views on the principles of 
compassion as well as the practice of retreat and the laity provide insight into the role of 
Buddhism as a cultural tradition in Helambu Valley. Using a self-reflexive methodology, 
this ethnography reflects upon the subjective experiences of a semester engaged in 
introspection and intensive meditation practice that were heightened during the journey 
through Helambu's remote, natural beauty. The inclusion of such internal experiences in 
the fieldwork provides rich material for grasping the central prompt and contributes to a 
larger emphasis on removing the role of the authoritative, objective anthropological 
observer. 
 
Leich, Emily, St. Lawrence University Session K 
Poster 1 
“Eye of the Beholder: Changing Interpretations of Greek Homosexuality in Art” 
Views on sex, gender, and sexuality have changed drastically throughout the past few 
centuries in the United States and the western world. Because of these changes, the 
opinions of scholars interpreting artifacts of the past have changed as well. Barbara Voss, 
a Ph.D. of Anthropology at Stanford University, has studied extensively the relationship 
between the cultural views of sexuality of the interpreter and the archaeological 
explanations that result—but there is a greater pattern to be seen. In particular, the 
interpretations of homosexual acts in Greek art have varied greatly over the past two 
centuries, interpretations have ranged from the unethical to the appreciated, to the current 
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view of a generally accepted way of life. Clear is that archaeological interpretations of 
ancient Greek art tell us more about our nineteenth and twentieth century cultural views 
than about the culture of the Greeks themselves. 
 
Loucks, Jordon D., SUNY Albany/NYSM Session N 
“Improvement Across the Atlantic: Irish Ceramics in the Five Points” 
This study investigated the archaeological record for evidence supporting the presence of 
English Improvement and the symbolic violence that it created in the famous New York 
City neighborhood of Five Points. The imposition of Victorian idealism, the symbolic 
violence that it created, and its commonalities with English Improvement had a lasting 
effect on Irish immigrants long after their arrival in the New World. An analysis of 
theoretical and historical literature concerning Victorianism, Paternalism, Improvement, 
and Enclosure support an argument that outlines the cultural reality of Irish American life 
in New York City during the nineteenth century; as well as details the limitations and 
application of symbolic violence imposed on immigrant communities by the culture of 
Victorian America. 
 
Macagnone, Teresa, Ithaca College Session K 
“Paranormal Subcultures in Upstate New York: Student Perspectives” 
My research explores how students and faculty define “paranormal” and how these 
definitions fit into their personal spheres of understanding and cultural backgrounds. I 
have focused on how these beliefs formed and if and how they changed over time due to 
experience or circumstance. For the study, which grew out of the Anthropology of the 
Paranormal class and subsequent independent studies, I collaborated with a faculty 
member and two other students to design and conduct a survey of paranormal beliefs 
across campus. The instrument included sections with a variety of true or false and scaled 
questions about predetermined paranormal subjects and also a section where people could 
write about their own personal experiences and beliefs. The paranormal subject areas 
included an array of things from Angels to UFOs, gathered from already existing 
academic surveys and associated readings. These surveys were collected and carefully 
analyzed for correlations between age / school / person history, and the beliefs expressed. 
 
Makepeace, William K. Session C 
“NGO Relations in India: An Ethnography of Inter-Organization Collaboration” 
The growing number of Nongovernmental Organizations (NGOs) in the past two decades 
in India has heightened discussions about the development potential of NGOs under a 
new era of ‘bottom-up’ development. NGOs are becoming a global phenomenon praised 
for their connections to the local and grassroots, however, the social sector’s 
fragmentation and lack of collaborative networks and scale prevent NGO’s from 
demonstrating widespread impact. Based on ethnographic research conducted at a 
Mumbai-based venture philanthropy NGO, this study examines the ways in which NGOs 
form collaborations and competition amongst each other and with private sector 
organizations to negotiate local and translocal identities. This study examines NGO 
networks as evolving processes with multiple sites and provides a reconsideration of local 
and global connections that have influenced the anthropology of development. 
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Maldonado, Emily, St. Johns University Session M 
“Weathering Design & Shifting Behavior” 
Weathering natural disasters has often led to a landscape of behaviors concerned with 
global warming and sustainability. A recent effort towards sustainability has attracted 
considerable attention from designers, who are most concerned with social change and 
behavior. This case study focuses on the St. John’s University community in Queens, 
New York, challenging their relationship between design and behavior. Following the 
framework of Design Anthropology, methodology applies both field methods of 
Anthropology and Design in order to provide a descriptive account of the processes that 
took place in influencing behavior, as well as awareness at an institutional level. The 
study outlines an historical framework of designs’ cross-cultural influence in society, as 
well as explores identity formation through symbolism. The case study is not only a 
significant description of all the processes that affect recycling behavior, but also an 
open-ended discussion for students and researchers, alike, interested in experimenting 
with design and behavior or interested in expanding the field of Design Anthropology. 
 
Malit, Nasser R., SUNY Potsdam Session M 
“Some Comments on the Methodology in Mandibular and Maxillary Hyperostoses 
Studies.” 
The past 200 years of research on oral hyperostoses have historically followed the 
common trends in paleopathology. The trends include the description of the condition, 
recording of site of lesion, estimation of severity (scoring) and assessment of causation. 
Other concerns have been the patterning of incidence within populations, including those 
between sexes and age groups. However, there are no standards at present for 
measurements, descriptive terminologies of size of lesion and recording of sites of 
lesions. This study documents the occurrence of mandibular hyperostoses in early Homo 
erectus from Africa and records a new site of lesion previously undescribed. Therefore, a 
revised terminology and scoring methods for both mandibular and maxillary hyperostosis 
is proposes. For instance, the common description in the mandibular hyperostoses as 
occurring above the mylohyoid line can now be revised to include those that occur below 
the mylohyoid line. The variation in reported measurements and scoring of size has led to 
the proposal to have all measures in millimeters to adhere to the osteological standards 
and the size-scoring terminologies to include mild, moderate and severe to be in line with 
biomedical terminologies. These methodological changes (shifts) will streamline the 
practice of paleopathology (landscape) by reducing the historically attendant variation 
(storms) for ease of communication in the subfield. 
 
Matthies, Emma, Skidmore College Session J 
“Food is Culture/La Comida es la Cultura: An exploration of the changing food culture in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia” 
The influence of foreign countries on Latin American culture is an ever-evolving process 
with a distinct manner of adaptation. Anthropological studies of globalization have 
mainly focused on the influence the Western world has on South American countries, but 
the way in which new ideas are adopted and incorporated into culture is a crucial part of 
globalization studies. My study is based on ethnographic research carried out from  
February until May of 2013 in Cochabamba, Bolivia, and focuses specifically on culinary 
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traditions and how they have changed in response to a variety of factors within the 
country and also because of pressures from outside. It explores the globalization of 
Bolivian cuisine and examines how Bolivians integrate new ideas and practices. The 
research shows that Bolivian culinary traditions remain a crucial part of culture in 
Cochabamba despite the introduction of new foods. Changes occur within the middle and 
upper classes and in the younger generations first and foremost, but tradition is still 
heavily influential in all of Cochabamba and especially among the indigenous 
populations and lower classes. This study speaks to the larger conceptual idea of 
Andeanism, which prevents Latin American countries from being analyzed from a 
contemporary perspective and ties them to their ancient cultural roots. 
 
McDonald, Erin, University at Buffalo Session I 
“Visualizing Gender in Iron Age Ireland” 
Gender is a significant social construction in the modern world. Every culture on the 
planet uses one or more gender categories to distinguish people, objects, actions, and 
language. However, some of the most difficult aspects of studying gender are its lack of 
tangibility/visibility in prehistory, and the fluidity, variability and dynamism of gender 
categories in ethnographic contexts (Peterson 2007: 210). Textual sources help 
archaeologists determine some ideas of gender in the past, but the limited points of view 
from which these texts were written impacts the accuracy and breadth of their 
descriptions. Early Medieval Irish law tracts and stories are frequently used in 
conjunction with comparisons to continental societies to better understand the Irish Iron 
Age, but just as Lisa Bittel (1998) argues that archaeologists and historians should not be 
seduced by the prospect of familiarizing the past, I argue the same for archaeologists 
using medieval texts for interpreting the preceding Iron Age. The writings of life in Early 
Medieval Ireland and stories of the heroic past, such as the Táin, present a fairly familiar 
male/female gender dichotomy, but just as 21st gender categories, it is entirely possible 
that Iron Age and Early Medieval Ireland society also had fluid gender roles. There are 
known common social constructions of masculine and feminine, but in action, the 
constructions are less distinct. The question remains then of how to make gender visible 
in Iron Age Ireland. 
 
Meagher, Chris, SUNY Potsdam Session N 
“Interactions between the Roman Fort and the Civilian Settlement at Binchester, Britain: 
Developing the Research Questions” 
The investigation of vici of Northern Britain is a largely neglected field of study. The 
term vicus (plural vici) refers to civilian settlements located outside of auxiliary forts. 
Most archaeological excavations focus on the forts around which the vici are built. In 
early excavations, investigation stopped at the walls of the fort and failed to investigate 
properly the civilian half of frontier life. This project will present three questions about 
civil life within a vicus: Who governed the vicus?; who inhabited the vicus?; and was the 
development of the vicus anticipated and planned for during the construction of the fort? 
The answers to these research questions will fill significant gaps in the archaeological 
knowledge of life on the northern frontiers of Roman Britain. 
The results of this project will lay the groundwork for future research into these topics. 
Three research questions for further investigation have been determined: what is the 
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current state of archaeological knowledge?; what steps can be taken to fill in these gaps 
in our knowledge?; and what would be gained by the archaeological community by 
investigating these gaps? The Roman fort and vicus at Binchester in the County Durham 
will be used in this project as the test site where these research questions can be applied. 
This fort and vicus are ideal for this application because the vicus, though known since 
1878, has only had large scale excavations since 2010. This allows for any future 
excavations to proceed with these knowledge gaps in mind and take steps to produce data 
to answer them. 
 
Messner, Tim, SUNY Potsdam Session F 
“Building a landscape, one stone at a time: the environmental implications of ancient 
grinding stone technologies” 
By 4000 years ago ancient peoples of eastern North America domesticated a handful of 
weedy plants. Long before people changed the morphological and genetic structure of 
these species, however, they 'domesticated' the landscape through the establishment of 
key provisioning and processing centers. Here I argue the manufacturing of grindings 
stones - manos, metates, mortars and pestles - signifies the emergence of a built 
environment, whereby people repeatedly returned to these key locations to utilize the 
established technology. The Koster site, located in west-central Illinois, signifies one 
such location. This paper explores the emergence of grinding technology at Koster by 
assessing the function of these tools using microfossil and pigment analyses. Data 
generated from this study offers insights into the nature of resource intensification and 
changes to the physical and cultural landscape during the Early to Middle Holocene. 
 
Mitchell, Ammie, SUNY the University at Buffalo Session P 
“The McKendry Site” 
The McKendry site is located on private land in the Village of Irving, Town of Hanover, 
Chautauqua County, New York. The site is multi-occupational; artifacts date between 
approximately 6,000 BP through the duration of the Historic period. The McKendry site 
was excavated during the 1990s by a small, dedicated group of volunteers and 
advocational archaeologists. Thousands of artifacts recovered from the McKendry site, 
site records and field notes were donated to the University at Buffalo, Marian White 
Museum of Anthropology by Mr. McKendry in 2006. Graduate and undergraduate 
students and staff from the University at Buffalo and the College at Brockport have spent 
the past few years reconstructing the site and it’s artifacts. This cooperate research 
illustrates the usefulness of old collections. Many of the artifacts donated had never been 
clean or organized, which allowed for hundreds of internship hours and became a 
wonderful training tool for students. Old collections can also provide valuable 
archaeological information. This presentation will focus on the Historic aspect of the 
McKendry site, which dates to the early 19th century and is one of the few known 
Historic Seneca sites in Hanover. 
 
Mitchell, Desiree, Adelphi University Session B 
“Site Discovery and Lithic Analyses from the Middle Tanana Valley, Alaska” 
Adelphi University, in cooperation with Paris West University Nanterre La Défense, 
continues research into the emergence and cultural evolution of prehistoric hunter-
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gatherers in the Middle Tanana Valley. To accomplish this, we have selected the 
Volkmar Lake and nearby Goodpaster River region for a long-term research initiative. 
Previously unexplored by archaeologists, we believe this area has tremendous scientific 
potential. In this report, we highlight recent discoveries from project years 2011-2013 
when preliminary reconnaissance and survey yielded a range of new archaeological finds. 
While most are Mid-Holocene in age, earlier deposits have been identified. 
 
Morenon, E. Pierre, Rhode Island College 

 
Session M 

“No More Fieldwork Is Required: Documenting Small Group Behavior and 
Technological Practices at RI 1898” 
Conventionally, fieldwork ends when an archaeological survey documents little. Five 
stone flakes found during a 1991 assessment of a property near Quonochontaug Pond 
(Westerly, Rhode Island) led to this recommendation: No more fieldwork is required. 
However, voluntary field studies did continue at RI 1898 through 1992. Thousands of in 
situ stone artifacts were removed from three artifact clusters. Tool forms vary by material 
(largely argillite and quartz) and reflect discrete flaking technologies. This paper 
describes a current proposal to radiocarbon date this intact assemblage using charcoal 
extracted from soil and from sediment associated with artifact concentrations. 
 
Moseley, Sarah, Vassar College Session O 
“‘Like for Like’ and Other Social Currency: SecretBuilders and Youth Trading Culture” 
As the virtual world landscape expands to accommodate more youth-oriented platforms, 
children increasingly turn to online spaces as sites for socialization and for the expansion 
of peer networks. Drawing from ethnographic research on the youth-oriented online 
educational world of SecretBuilders (SB), this presentation examines the way in which 
trade and reciprocity contribute to the construction of both friendly and competitive 
social environments online. I discuss three categories of trade popular among SB users—
Trades of Direct Equivalence, Trades of Transformative Value, and Indirect Trades—in 
order to explore the formation of value judgments, the use of currency conversion, and 
the blurring of distinctions between different forms of capital. I argue that, through these 
modes of exchange, users exploit the non-serious or “playful” virtual space as an avenue 
for creating new kinds of social relationships. This work demonstrates the capacity of 
educational virtual worlds to create environments that—in addition to their traditional 
academic goals (for example, reading comprehension, mathematical skills, etc.)—offer 
possibilities for social relationality and intellectual refinement that transcend the usual 
limitations of actual world education. 
 
Olson, Ernie, Wells College Session J 
“Big Ag and the Little Garden: The Loss of the Garden and Gardening Culture in the 
Golden Triangle of Eastern Montana” 
This paper discusses themes of cultural and environmental change and sustainability from 
the early 20thCentury to the beginning of the 21st century as experienced in the northeast 
corner of Montana. The paper divides this timeframe into three periods: 1) the 
homesteading experiment of the first third of the 20th Century, 2) the loss of homestead 
farms and the emergence of larger farms and ranches in the second third of the 20th 
Century, and 3) the late 20th century and contemporary 21st Century context of industrial 
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agriculture and energy extraction. An ethno-historical examination of this time period in 
the Golden Triangle of Eastern Montana reveals a transformation from a model of 1) 
small homestead farms with sizable gardens to 2) big farms and ranches with much 
smaller gardens of modest economy, to 3) large “Big Ag” farms/ranches accompanied by 
the widespread loss of gardens and gardening culture. The paper will conclude with some 
suggestions for a possible contemporary space in the Golden Triangle for small 
farmers/commercial gardeners working within a “gardening” model of food production. 
 
Oppenheimer, Ben P. 

 
Session C 

“A Multispecies Ethnography On Human-Horse Relations At Skidmore College Stables” 
Multispecies ethnography has introduced a new manner for conducting human behavioral 
analysis. Anthropocentrism regards humans as the central fact of the universe, to which 
all surrounding facts have reference. Multispecies ethnographies aim to avoid this notion 
by focusing on human interaction with other living organisms. The basis of my 
multispecies ethnography centers on the relationship between the mounted human riding 
horseback and the horse whose back is mounted by a human. Based on ethnographic 
research at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York, this project draws on data 
from interviews, observations, ethnography, and participant observation. The findings 
demonstrate that the development of human-human relationships may be driven by 
common interest in multispecies interactions. The study suggests how to use human-
horse relations to understand the development of human relationships and identity. 
 
Perkins, Morgan, SUNY Potsdam Session F 
“Censorship and cultural landscapes: Representing china through the art of Zhang 
Hongtu” 
When the artist Zhang Hongtu left China for the United States in 1982 he was seeking the 
freedom of expression that had been restricted under the official system of propaganda in 
China. Twenty years after he left, Zhang Hongtu again began to show his artwork in 
China and observe its changing cultural landscape. Using his own cross-cultural 
experiences as a form of critique he has produced a series of politically charged images 
that examine the cultural, political and physical landscape in China. Based upon a series 
of conversations with the artist, this paper examines the degrees of overt and subtle 
censorship he has experienced. The varied interpretations of his work by audiences in 
both China and the West reveal how access and restricted knowledge can limit 
communication. His visions of China as a contested landscape raise fundamental 
anthropological questions about cultural symbolism and the intersections between 
personal and cultural knowledge in the interpretive process. 
 
Peterson, Lucy Session D 
“Bearing Witness to Gendered Subjection and Subjectivity in the Ethnography of 
Violence” 
Bearing witness to unknown and other lifeworlds is an imperative obligation of the 
anthropologist, and so this paper examines different layers and styles of witnessing 
relevant to anthropology, specifically in relation to conflict and post-conflict 
ethnographies. The first section of the paper looks at what it means to witness violence 
when one has survived a traumatizing closeness to it. Taking an interpretive approach to 
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two narratives of women from two post-conflict ethnographies, I show that witnessing is 
a quotidian modality, and therefore, the work of witnessing is gendered, as any cultural 
practice is. Pre-conflict gender roles were disrupted but were then resurrected and 
modified during post-conflict life and took on a new sensitivity to the relationship among 
violence, culture, and gender. The second section of the paper wonders to what extent the 
anthropologist can speak to the experience of violence without having experienced 
violence first hand, particularly considering the way the previous section showed that 
shifting cultural obligations and witnessing were delicately intertwined. Using Giorgio 
Agamben’s notion of articulating zones of non-responsibility in relation to witnessing, I 
argue that writing about war calls the anthropologist to witness in multiple ways, not 
merely to describe cultural norms and how violences changes them, but also to show how 
violence fractures relationships, including between the anthropologist and the people 
whom they study. Thus, ethnographies which ask questions about violence as a cultural 
phenomena can be an important form which challenges the anthropologist as an expert 
witness. 
 
Peterson, Veronica, Vassar College Session O 
“Crafting Ethnography: Experimenting Ethnography with Alternative Writing Forms” 
In this paper, I reflect on the use of different genres and mediums of writing, in an 
ethnography of borders and border crossings at Campobello Island, New Brunswick, 
Canada. This reflection combines creative non-fiction with a consideration of the merits 
and drawbacks of non-traditional forms of ethnographic writing. In some instances, I 
found creative non-fiction to be a helpful tool to discover and illuminate aspects of the 
relationships among people on the island and of their understandings of the border and 
experiences of border crossings. In other instances, the creative non-fiction form may 
have hindered deeper ethnographic analysis. Whether the ultimate ethnography is 
successful, the act of experimenting with writing is beneficial for developing a 
confidence in an ethnographer’s writing ability. The use of different writing forms can 
also remind the writer and reader of the irregular and meandering lines that take us to 
understanding. The written word has been the ethnographer’s traditional mode of 
representation. The writer’s toolbox is brimming with under-utilized forms and genres 
that we can use to hone our craft. 
 
Pond, Geneva Session C 
“An Internet Ethnography of the Vlogbrothers: Dimensions of Experience and Meaning 
in a Video Blog” 
This paper discusses the vlogbrothers YouTube channel, a video blog run by Hank and 
John Green, and their fans, the nerdfighters. The research draws on existing literature 
about place, space, and online ethnography, as well as my own interviews and participant 
observations in the nerdfighter community. I argue that the vlog’s uniquely archival 
nature, while posing dilemmas to a researcher’s methodology, explains some of the 
viewers’ discursive and participatory practices, as well as the vlog's popular appeal. In 
particular, the accessibility of the vlog’s past content gives all viewers the same 
knowledge potential and ability to become fans. The accumulation of videos, views, 
comments, and links constitutes the vlog as a place. Finally, the organization of the vlog 
allows viewers to experience the vlog temporally, even years later. These three aspects of 
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vlogging allow new members to follow the vlog and interact with others in ways similar 
to those of long term members. Becoming a nerdfighter, therefore, is different from 
joining a physically constituted community, in which new members can only ever access 
the past through stories. 
 
Quade, Russel Session B 
“Southern New Hampshire Native American Archaeology: Analyzing and Interpreting 
Potential Sites” 
New Hampshire’s archaeological record is rich with Native American sites that have yet 
to be fully excavated. In order to determine the scale of each site they must be thoroughly 
analyzed. Determining how a site came to its current state and what changes have 
occurred on and around the site’s location is paramount to developing and understanding 
of the site. Using 15 analytical questions I have compared 7 archaeological sites dug by 
Franklin Pierce University’s 2013 Summer Field School. Comparing these sites will 
show how our understanding of Native American Archaeology in Southern New 
Hampshire holds up to real excavations. Questions such as whether there is clear 
evidence of weathering or erosion are there clear stratigraphic layers in the soil and 
whether there was a nearby water source? By comparing these sites potential patterns can 
emerge that can help shape our understanding of Native American Archaeology in 
Southern New Hampshire. 
 
Rainey, Fatima, SUNY Potsdam Session L 
“Applying Peer AIDS Educ to the Real World” 
This session is actually comprised of a panel of students with a faculty advisor who have 
and continue to use their class-based knowledge of anthropology in a variety of contexts, 
including illustrating the importance of anthropology to the non-academic community. 
Consistently since 2011, a liberal arts education and degree, and specifically 
Anthropology, have come under attack from various sources as to their usefulness in 
today’s market economy and global environment. Students from both Anthropology 
Department classes at SUNY Potsdam and programs on the campus will discuss their 
classroom and applied work on campus and in the larger community to demonstrate the 
usefulness, impact, and positive dimensions of both earning a BA in anthropology and 
how it can be used to enhance community relations and programs. 
 
Ramirez Rios, Bernardo, Skidmore College Session G 
“The Anthropology of Sport: Doing Fieldwork on a Bad Ankle” 
Can sports be studied through the field of anthropology? This paper explores the multiple 
roles of sports research in anthropology. Traditionally, the examination of sports in the 
discipline of anthropology has received little attention. Some regard sports research in 
anthropology as a gimmick, but sports offer a unique opportunity for researchers to 
engage with participants during transcending experiences. In the past, sports have been 
linked to leisure activities that do not capture the richness within culture that 
anthropologists seek. However, during the sporting experience there are characteristics of 
sports that enable individuals to navigate social space like any religious ceremony or 
ritual. I use examples from my research with basketball in southern Mexico to describe 
how basketball is used as a cultural mechanism to create indigenous identity in Los 
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Angeles, California. 
 
Rawlings, Tiffany, SUNY College at Brockport Session P 
“The McKendry Site” 
The McKendry site is located on private land in the Village of Irving, Town of Hanover, 
Chautauqua County, New York. The site is multi-occupational; artifacts date between 
approximately 6,000 BP through the duration of the Historic period. The McKendry site 
was excavated during the 1990s by a small, dedicated group of volunteers and 
advocational archaeologists. Thousands of artifacts recovered from the McKendry site, 
site records and field notes were donated to the University at Buffalo, Marian White 
Museum of Anthropology by Mr. McKendry in 2006. Graduate and undergraduate 
students and staff from the University at Buffalo and the College at Brockport have spent 
the past few years reconstructing the site and it’s artifacts. This cooperate research 
illustrates the usefulness of old collections. Many of the artifacts donated had never been 
clean or organized, which allowed for hundreds of internship hours and became a 
wonderful training tool for students. Old collections can also provide valuable 
archaeological information. This presentation will focus on the Historic aspect of the 
McKendry site, which dates to the early 19th century and is one of the few known 
Historic Seneca sites in Hanover. 
 
Rieger, Kimberly, Adelphi University Session M 
“Neandertal Extinction in the Caucasus” 
This paper reviews the most recent publications on the extinction of Neandertals based on 
competing climatic and interbreeding hypotheses using the Caucasus region as a case 
study for wider Eurasia. I conclude that the small percentage of archaic alleles observed 
in contemporary Europeans is the result of genetic retention from a shared common 
ancestor and not from modern human admixture with Neandertals. Thus, the extinction of 
Neandertals was the result of numerous local population collapses exacerbated by an 
inability to adapt to rapid environmental changes and not genetic swamping by modern 
humans 
 
Robinson, Timothy H. Session C 
“Authentic Mobilization: An Exploration of Bàu Trúc Pottery in Vietnam” 
In the last two decades, the small town of Bàu Trúc has experienced notable economic 
growth from increased sales of ceramic art. Based on four months of ethnographic 
research in Bàu Trúc, interviews conducted from the US, this article revisits how 
different notions ‘authenticity’ shape how art is produced and its interpretation. 
Examining the various meanings of ‘authentic’ for the producer and consumer, this study 
argues that the concept ‘authenticity’ fosters development on local, national and 
international scales. Engaging the discourses that problematize authenticity, this paper 
argues ‘authenticity’ gives disadvantaged producers the ability to influence the price of 
their goods, the interpretation of their art and the development of their culture within 
Vietnam and the globe. 
 
Rogers, Michael J., Southern Connecticut University Session B 
“The West Rock Nature Center Archaeological Site: Its Place In Connecticut's Late 
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Archaic” 
The West Rock Nature Center archaeological site (WRNC-1) is immediately adjacent to 
West Rock Ridge State Park near the New Haven- Hamden border. Located near the 
campus of Southern Connecticut State University, it has been excavated sporadically for 
the last decided by SCSU students under the direction of Dr. Michael Rogers, professor 
in the Anthropology Department, yielding thousands of lithic artifacts. An analysis of the 
tools found at the site can shed light on how and when the site may have been used. 
Currently dated to the Late to Terminal Archaic period (approximately 2,000 to 4,000 
years ago), based on point style, the site is part of the larger picture of the New Haven 
area and Connecticut as a whole. Over the various field seasons, and excavations carried 
out for this thesis project, over 4,500 artifacts measuring more than two centimeters have 
been cataloged. The majority of the collection, however, is comprised of thousands of 
pieces of quartz debitage and waste flakes, products from he manufacture of stone tools. 
One category of tool can be particularly informative of site use: bifaces. Although the 
sample size is small, the bifaces found at the site mainly represent early stages of bifaces 
reduction, suggesting that they were made at the site with nearby sources of stone. This 
thesis utilize a technological analysis of the bifaces found at the site, the existing 
archaeological record in the area, and climatic dater to provide a better understanding of 
what purpose the site may have served during the Late Archaic. 
The site’s location is in close proximity to several other sites, including the Wintergreen 
Notch hunting blind site, the Burwell-Karako camp occupied from the Middle Archaic to 
the Woodland period, and the Pine Rock Cave Shelter. The area contains several 
archaeological sites, sites suggesting that there was a considerable amount of activity in 
the area during the Late/Terminal Archaic. Through analysis of the West Rock Nature  
Center lithic assemblage we can come to a better, more complete understanding of 
prehistoric lifeways in the area. 
 
Roller, Michael P., University of Maryland Session M 
“Migration, Modernity and Memory: The American 20th Century through the 
Archaeology of a Pennsylvania Anthracite Shanty Town” 
The shanty town of Lattimer No. 2, in the Anthracite Coal Region of Northeast 
Pennsylvania, began as an ephemeral settlement of recent immigrant workers and their 
families.Italian immigrants coming to the US between about 1880 and 1900 created a 
community on the periphery of the company towns of Lattimer No 1 and 2. The 
landscape and architecture of the settlement, along with the inhabitants, was subjected to 
the discriminating national discourse about race and ethnicity that facing New Immigrant 
laborers throughout this period.The 20th century brought changes in identities, wrought 
in material ways. The archaeology at Lattimer No. 2, viewed through the long duration of 
the 20th century, illuminates this history through the intersection of materiality and 
ideology, law and identity and boundaries and difference. In short, the implications of 
late modernity can be understood through the microhistory of this place. 
 
Rossen, Jack, Ithaca College Session N 
“War or Peace in Cayuga Archaeology?” 
Existing narratives of Cayuga archaeology and history emphasize the prevalence of 
warfare throughout time. This narrative is examined through analysis of archaeological 
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correlates of war and peace. Recent excavations at the Myers Farm site, a 15th century 
site in central New York, challenge the dominant narrative. Myers Farm is a small, 
undefended farmstead and agricultural station where communal planting, harvesting and 
feasting occurred. Two other archaeological sites in the Cayuga sequence, the 10th 
century Levanna site and the 16th century Corey Village site likewise exhibit 
archaeological correlates of peace and not warfare. The archaeological, historical and 
philosophical implications of these findings are discussed. 
 
Rousseau, Eliott, Bridgewater State University Session A 
“The Construction of Identity in Syria: Religious and Ethnic Loyalties in the Syrian Civil 
War” 
The ongoing civil war in Syria is characterized by its inherent complexity, often leaving 
non-Syrian onlookers and geopolitical stakeholders confused and fatigued. In a war with 
such a high human toll—refugees hemorrhaging from Syria’s borders, the death toll ever-
climbing, and a generation of children growing up with the fighting—there is no room for 
mystification. This research project contextualizes the Syrian Civil War using 
anthropological concepts of religion and ethnicity. The researcher examines the ways in 
which religion and ethnicity help construct identity and loyalty among Syria's diverse 
population. In particular, the role of identity in creating difference and drawing 
boundaries are examined. Primary data in the form of semi-structured interviews are 
combined with secondary research in relevant fields of anthropological theory, 
ethnography, and historical literature. The results from this study show how group 
boundary construction is an organic result of war, but also how group difference can be 
deliberately highlighted by conflict stakeholders in order to codify or redefine inter-
factional relationships. Through an intimate understanding of how identity construction 
and reconstruction can be used as a tool of war, the international community will be able 
to anticipate further developments in Syria, thus directing attention to conflict mediation, 
negotiation, and peace-building efforts. 
 
Rumpf, Adam, SUNY Potsdam Session G 
 ““EOP Straight Up”: Building networks of support at SUNY Potsdam” 
The Education Opportunity Program (EOP) at SUNY Potsdam provides a model for 
fostering a supportive community for students who may not have otherwise been 
accepted to college. EOP creates a familial support system to help students overcome 
challenges presented in college. By replicating the family structure EOP is able to 
provide a welcoming and supportive environment for student’s academic success. EOP 
Freshmen Orientation builds the framework of the community. This paper reports on the 
results of a yearlong student research project evaluating the EOP and the process of 
integrating students into the EOP and campus communities. 
 Session L 
“EOP Program Evaluation” 
This session is actually comprised of a panel of students with a faculty advisor who have 
and continue to use their class-based knowledge of anthropology in a variety of contexts, 
including illustrating the importance of anthropology to the non-academic community. 
Consistently since 2011, a liberal arts education and degree, and specifically 
Anthropology, have come under attack from various sources as to their usefulness in 
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today’s market economy and global environment. Students from both Anthropology 
Department classes at SUNY Potsdam and programs on the campus will discuss their 
classroom and applied work on campus and in the larger community to demonstrate the 
usefulness, impact, and positive dimensions of both earning a BA in anthropology and 
how it can be used to enhance community relations and programs. 
 
Russell, Daniel, Rhode Island Session M 
“No More Fieldwork Is Required: Documenting Small Group Behavior and 
Technological Practices at RI 1898” 
Conventionally, fieldwork ends when an archaeological survey documents little. Five 
stone flakes found during a 1991 assessment of a property near Quonochontaug Pond 
(Westerly, Rhode Island) led to this recommendation: No more fieldwork is required. 
However, voluntary field studies did continue at RI 1898 through 1992. Thousands of in 
situ stone artifacts were removed from three artifact clusters. Tool forms vary by material 
(largely argillite and quartz) and reflect discrete flaking technologies. This paper 
describes a current proposal to radiocarbon date this intact assemblage using charcoal 
extracted from soil and from sediment associated with artifact concentrations. 
 
Salzman, Anne H. Session D 
“Including More Voices: Suggestions for Further Reconciliation Initiatives in Post-
Genocide Rwanda” 
Post-genocide Rwanda continues to deal with the challenge of reconciling a nation of 
traumatized Hutus, Tutsis, and Twa. This paper examines the success of the 
reconciliation process, through an analysis of the post-genocide labels applied to Hutus 
and Tutsis, and suggests structural changes to further the reconciliation process. One of 
the main barriers to the success of the reconciliation process is the labels “victim,” 
“perpetrator,” “bystander,” and “survivor” that index the ethnic labels of Hutu and Tutsi. 
Based on two ethnographic research trips to Rwanda (January 2013 through May 2013, 
January 2014), this article examines two different governmental reconciliation initiatives: 
The Gacaca Courts (restorative justice program) and the activities of the annual weeklong 
commemoration. This paper argues that these government actions, as well as the post-
genocide labels used, were central to the initial success of the reconciliation process, but 
now, 20 years later, serve to divide the population along the ethnic lines they were 
created to eliminate. This paper contributes to the larger debates on reconciliation 
initiatives, and also to a broader understanding of the complexities of conflict resolution 
processes. 
 
Schneider, Allison, Vassar College Session O 
“From Novice to Expert in the Virtual World of Minecraft: The Struggle to Balance 
Creation and Survival” 
In this presentation, I give an account of what it means to be a “novice” and an “expert” 
in the virtual or internet-mediated world called Minecraft (more specifically, the World 
of Minecraft multiplayer survival server). Minecraft is a world in which players must 
balance two goals: building homes or other structures using blocks and surviving a world 
populated by dangers (e.g., starvation, falling from great heights, lethal lava, and night 
creatures that can attack and kill one’s avatar). Drawing on my participant-observation in 
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Minecraft and its associated forum, ethnographic interviews with Minecraft players, and 
analysis of other Minecraft-related websites and YouTube videos, my findings suggest 
that the process of becoming an expert is a process of learning to balance these two goals: 
creation and survival. Players achieve this state of balance while immersed in a virtual 
and social space. For example, novices often struggle to find their own land, assemble 
enough resources and construct a simple box-like shelter from the night creatures. 
Experts excel in construction, working with others on multiplayer servers to create 
impressive houses, towns and much more. Skillful Minecraft players learn to exhibit 
expertise in the following ways: they learn to survive while constructing large scale 
builds, manipulate the landscape to afford themselves valuable resources, create custom-
made skins or assemble the most impressive armor on their avatar. In a larger sense, this 
work confirms that the distinctions between experts and novices are fundamental to the 
culture of virtually mediated social worlds. 
 
 
Seager-Boss, Fran Session B 
“Adelphi Archaeological Survey and Excavations in the Susitna Valley, Alaska” 
Adelphi University, in cooperation with the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, continues a 
multiyear investigation into the economic transition from early to late prehistoric cultures 
in the Middle Susitna Valley. Survey and test excavations including ongoing work at 
Trapper Creek Overlook (TAL-092) contribute to a refined chronology and abrupt 
transition from Pleistocene hunting to Late Holocene salmon harvesting and early 20th 
century Euroamerican settlement. The earliest evidence from the region indicates initial 
inhabitants were highly mobile with a sporadic presence. However, by the contact era, 
Ahtna and Dena’ina were semi-sedentary and intensively storing salmon as demonstrated 
in recently tested sites near Montana Creek. 
 
Sewell, Kayla, Ithaca College Session N 
“Engaging Communities through an Archaeological Exhibit at a Small Rural Museum” 
This presentation discusses the installation of an archaeological exhibit on the 
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) at the Frontenac Museum in Union Springs, NY. The process 
of developing the exhibit incudes updating outdated material, designing new panels and 
graphics and reorganizing narratives and artifacts. Key features of the project include 
making the exhibit interactive for all visitors and including Native perspectives based on 
conversations with Cayuga leaders. Brochures will challenge visitors to intellectually 
engage with the labels and artifacts to promote active learning. This process will  
culminate with an opening to highlight the exhibit to the local community. The 
framework for the process and final product of museum representation in this project is 
informed by indigenous archaeology, a perspective that emphasizes collaboration with 
Native people and the importance of oral history. 
 
Skinner, Sarah M., SUNY Potsdam Session P 
“Sourcing Quartzite Debitage from the Little Rock Pond Archaeological Site, Mount 
Tabor, Vermont” 
The Little Rock Pond (LRP) archaeological site, located on Mount Tabor, Rutland 
County, Vermont, was discovered in 1986 and has since yielded thousands of quartzite 
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flakes produced from the manufacturing of stone tools by Early Archaic Native 
Americans. The goals of this study were to determine: 1) If the nearby Cambrian 
Cheshire Formation and/or Cambrian Dalton Formation were the sources of quartzite 
used for tool production, and 2) If quartzite flakes from the LRP site and the Warren Falls 
(WF) archaeological site (~95km north of LRP) were sourced from the same lithologic 
unit(s), giving insight into potential migration and/or trade routes. 
Oxygen stable isotope analysis and petrologic characterization of quartzite samples from 
LRP, WF, and outcrops were completed. Transmitted light microscopy reveals that 
quartzite samples from each rock formation are made predominantly of quartz, with only 
the Dalton Formation containing some feldspar grains. Our preliminary lithologic 
analysis shows that most (80%) of the flakes from the LRP site were derived from 
Cheshire Formation quartzite; the remaining samples resemble Dalton Formation 
quartzite. Oxygen stable isotope values of quartzite flakes verified as from either Dalton 
Formation or Cheshire Formation are isotopically indistinguishable despite the slight 
mineralogical difference. 
 
Smith, Benjamin, Vassar College Session O 
Discussant 
 
Smith, Bridget Erin Session G 
“The Experience of the Studio: A Comparative Study of Peace and Wellness in Urban 
Yoga Studios” 
In North America the practice of yoga has become largely secularized and separated from 
its origins in the lived experience in South Asia. However, the wellness and health 
benefits of yoga practice are still applicable in our contemporary fast-paced multimedia 
culture. In North America yoga has become largely focused on the physical practice of 
asanas (physical poses or postures of yoga). Because North American yoga has become 
centered on physical poses and movement, it becomes initially difficult to distinguish 
from other exercise classes. This paper is based on a four month period spent observing 
and practicing in three different studios, each with different class and teaching styles, to 
discern how yoga philosophy and teachings are present in North American classes. I 
argue yoga practice is more than just a physical experience; the health and wellness 
effects of yoga set forth in its philosophy still play a central role in yoga practice in the 
West, and differentiate it from an exercise class. 
 
 
Spaulding, Britta, University at Buffalo Session I 
“Swedish Industrialization and its Physical and Cultural Effects on Rural Village 
Landscapes” 
The processes of nineteenth-century industrialization created social, cultural, and 
economic shifts in societies across Europe and America. Besides spurring major growth 
in urban cities and population, it also altered the rural village and agricultural landscape 
beyond its traditional characteristic forms. This landscape transformation in southern 
Sweden in the late nineteenth-to- early twentieth centuries is of particular interest, due to 
the differences in the slower timescale of industrialization in comparison to continental 
Europe and the poorer socioeconomic contexts among which processes of 
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industrialization took place. This paper focuses on the resulting material patterns in 
village life, structures and field organization, with an analysis of the shifting physical and 
cultural landscapes of Swedish rural inhabitants in terms of a matrix of identity, 
resistance, and marginalization. While migration to urban areas or abroad was a possible 
and indeed popular option for many rural people among a field of changing work 
opportunities and problematic agricultural contexts, the desire or agency to migrate did 
not exist for everyone. The complex relationship between ties to tradition and cultural 
heritage and the marginalization of rural inhabitants reveals a picture of the processes of 
industrialization as both creating and denying opportunities to the poorest rural peoples of 
southern Sweden. 
 
St. Clair, Luke, Ithaca College Session K 
“Paranormal Investigation as an Expression of Western Culture” 
Paranormal investigation has grown from the fringe of social acknowledgement to form 
of pop culture. In the past twenty years western film and television has dramatically 
increased the rate in which our psychological environment is exposed to supernatural 
realities. My independent study examined the material culture, methodology, ideology, 
and variation of themes within the field of paranormal investigation. The investigation 
teams included a psychic/medium role that provided a perceived direct interaction with 
the supernatural. While paranormal events are considered culturally irrational many 
people still report them; the chasm is the product of an individual seeking a rational 
psychological perspective from a seemingly irrational situation. My study showed that 
the investigation teams were put into a cultural chasm outside of our western scientific 
paradigm but were also a product of that same estrangement. Most importantly my study 
indicated that the validity of their evidence of the paranormal was not important, but 
rather the psychological and physical healing received by the individual who believed the 
paranormal had entered their reality. 
 
Stebbins, Susan, SUNY Potsdam Session P 
“An Introduction to Native Americans: An Online Textbook” 
This presentation will demonstrate the processes of writing an online textbook, making it 
available, and creating an assessment tool. 
 
 
Stemp, James, Keene State College Session B 
“Analysis of Lithics Debitage from Actun Uayazba Kab Indicates Ceremonial Usage of 
Cave Sites” 
An assemblage of debitage from Actun Uayazba Kab (Handprint Cave) was analyzed for 
potential patterns that would indicate ceremonial use. Caves in Central America often 
contain pools or underground waterways, which the Maya saw as entrances to Xibalba, 
the underworld. Thus, cave sites were often used for ritualistic purposes, such as 
offerings, sacrifices, and ceremonies. The Maya use of this cave dates between the Late 
and Terminal Classic Maya periods (600-900 AD). The analysis of these artifacts 
included tool type, size, and location, as well as raw materials used. The purpose of this 
analysis was to determine how the Maya used Uayazba Kab, and how that might compare 
to other caves used during the same period. 
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Stoffer, Matt, Universitynat Buffalo Session I 
“Romano-British Medical Divergence: An Analysis of Surgical Tools and Healing 
Shrines and their Implications for the Romanization of Britain” 
The Western Roman Provinces are commonly characterized as more easily assimilated to 
Roman humanitas than the Eastern Provinces. This paper challenges the notion that the 
Romanization of Brittania was a simple process, specifically in the context of 
assimilation of ethnomedicine, through examination of surgical tools, healing shrines, 
and military hospitals. To provide comparative contrast to British Romanization, 
ethnomedical assimilation in Egypt will also be discussed, particularly in regard to 
surgical tools. I will then extrapolate from these analyses to assert that the varying 
theories of Romanization, from Haverfield’s simple blanket process to Millett’s selective 
adoption of Roman humanitas, as well as Collingwood’s fusion theory, Forcey’s (and 
others) Nativist Counterattack hypothesis, and Webster’s assertion of Creolization, 
comprise a range of possible outcomes of contact between Romans and provincials. This 
analysis implies that, rather than viewing processes of cultural interaction such as 
Romanization from a singular perspective, scholars should instead conceive of historical 
cultural interactive processes similarly to how the Globalization researcher, Arjun 
Appadurai, views modern global cultural processes, which he likens to a human version 
of chaos theory. 
 
Swift, Colleen K., Southern Connecticut State 
University 

 
Session B 

“The West Rock Nature Center Archaeological Site: Its Place In Connecticut's Late 
Archaic” 
The West Rock Nature Center archaeological site (WRNC-1) is immediately adjacent to 
West Rock Ridge State Park near the New Haven- Hamden border. Located near the 
campus of Southern Connecticut State University, it has been excavated sporadically for 
the last decided by SCSU students under the direction of Dr. Michael Rogers, professor 
in the Anthropology Department, yielding thousands of lithic artifacts. An analysis of the 
tools found at the site can shed light on how and when the site may have been used. 
Currently dated to the Late to Terminal Archaic period (approximately 2,000 to 4,000 
years ago), based on point style, the site is part of the larger picture of the New Haven 
area and Connecticut as a whole. Over the various field seasons, and excavations carried 
out for this thesis project, over 4,500 artifacts measuring more than two centimeters have 
been cataloged. The majority of the collection, however, is comprised of thousands of 
pieces of quartz debitage and waste flakes, products from he manufacture of stone tools. 
One category of tool can be particularly informative of site use: bifaces. Although the 
sample size is small, the bifaces found at the site mainly represent early stages of bifaces 
reduction, suggesting that they were made at the site with nearby sources of stone. This 
thesis utilize a technological analysis of the bifaces found at the site, the existing 
archaeological record in the area, and climatic dater to provide a better understanding of 
what purpose the site may have served during the Late Archaic. 
The site’s location is in close proximity to several other sites, including the Wintergreen  
Notch hunting blind site, the Burwell-Karako camp occupied from the Middle Archaic to 
the Woodland period, and the Pine Rock Cave Shelter. The area contains several 
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archaeological sites, sites suggesting that there was a considerable amount of activity in 
the area during the Late/Terminal Archaic. Through analysis of the West Rock Nature 
Center lithic assemblage we can come to a better, more complete understanding of 
prehistoric lifeways in the area. 
 
Testa, Taylor, SUNY Plattsburgh Session H 
“The Art Of Sherdding: Saint Lawrence Iroquoians on the Western Shore of Lake 
Champlain: An Assessment of the Ceramic Assemblage of the Allen Farm Site.” 
The Allen Farm site, located near the Western Shore of Lake Champlain in Peru, New 
York, has yielded pottery fragments that demonstrate the site was utilized by several 
cultures over centuries including: Point Peninsula, St. Lawrence Iroquoians, and Mohawk 
groups. Further investigation into the composition and styles of these ceramic remains 
provide a better understanding of the intra- and intercultural diversity, or lack thereof, at 
the Allen Farm site. St. Lawrence Iroquoians materials are the main focus of this 
research; however it aims to expand our knowledge concerning prehistoric lifeways along 
the west coast of Lake Champlain. There is very little evidence currently of prehistoric 
use of the regions, while there are many more documented sites along the Vermont 
shorelines to the east, the Thousand Islands region of New York State to the west, The 
Hudson Valley to the south, and along the Saint Lawrence River to the north. This 
research aims to add to the existing dataset of the Saint Lawrence Iroquoians and other 
prehistoric groups in the North Country of New York, by expanding our understanding of 
the range of their cultural occupation, and perhaps influence, in that region. 
 
Timon, Marne, SUNY Plattsburgh Session E 
“Household economics and trade relations at Coop’s: The Ceramic Assemblage” 
This paper examines the ceramic artifacts excavated from Coop's Pork & Fish site, an 
early settlement (1800- 1835) along the Chazy River in Coopersville, NY. The ceramic 
assemblage has given us an insight into the general social status and trade connections 
enjoyed by this early settler family during a period that marked not only large expansion 
of European settlements in The Champlain Valley but also included the War of 1812. By 
examining the ratio of locally made red earthenwares to imported white earthenwares 
excavated from the site it is possible to determine the families socioeconomic status as 
well as the availability of traded goods in the area. The ceramic analysis has also given us 
a better understanding of the site’s occupation dates. 
Valada, Carolyn, SUNY Plattsburgh Session E 
“Leisure Time at the Cabin” 
Life at the Coop’s site was not all work and struggle, it also included some leisure time as 
well. A diversity of artifacts show how even in an isolated setting, children and families 
found ways to create entertainment with limited resources, relax with tobacco, and 
maintain a religious life. 
 
Voorhis, Sara, Keene State College Session B 
“Analysis of Lithics Debitage from Actun Uayazba Kab Indicates Ceremonial Usage of 
Cave Sites” 
An assemblage of debitage from Actun Uayazba Kab (Handprint Cave) was analyzed for 
potential patterns that would indicate ceremonial use. Caves in Central America often 
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contain pools or underground waterways, which the Maya saw as entrances to Xibalba, 
the underworld. Thus, cave sites were often used for ritualistic purposes, such as 
offerings, sacrifices, and ceremonies. The Maya use of this cave dates between the Late 
and Terminal Classic Maya periods (600-900 AD). The analysis of these artifacts 
included tool type, size, and location, as well as raw materials used. The purpose of this 
analysis was to determine how the Maya used Uayazba Kab, and how that might compare 
to other caves used during the same period. 
 
Ward, Sarah, Ithaca College Session N 
“An Analysis of Hoe Blades in Cayuga Archaeological Sites: The Role of Women and 
Children in Community Gardening” 
Hoe blades are a neglected artifact assemblage in the northeastern United States. Analysis 
of the hoe blade collections from the Myers Farm and Levanna sites in central New York 
is discussed. Myers Farm, a farmstead where communal feasting occurred, produced a 
large hoe blade collection for a small site. It is a site where communal gatherings for 
planting, harvesting, and communal feasting have been documented. Hoe blades are 
central to understanding the nature and scale of these activities. In comparison, the much 
larger two acre Levanna village produced few hoe blades. The contrast suggests aspects 
of social and subsistence organization among the Cayuga. Women were responsible for 
agriculture in Cayuga culture history, and variability in hoe blade size suggests a variety 
of agricultural practices and the participation of children. Also discussed is the 
experimental replication and use of hoe blades. 
 
Weets, Jaimin D., SUNY Potsdam Session P 
“The Celtic Storm That Never Made Land” 
The Iron Age Celts are suggested by some scholars to be an invading population, c. 700-
400 B.C., who shaped the culture and human biology of prehistoric Ireland. This study 
attempts to provide analyses of human biological data to the long-standing debate, 
through the collection of human dental data from populations of ancient Ireland. Using 
the Arizona State University Dental Anthropology System, dental morphological data 
were collected from 681 archaeological specimens dating from the Neolithic (c. 4000-
1800 BC) to the Early Christian era (c. AD 400-1170). The 681 specimens were 
categorized into 5 archaeological time periods: Neolithic, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Long 
Cist and Early Christian. One hundred Euclidean distance single linkage (nearest 
neighbor) hierarchical clustering tree analyses of bootstrapped datasets exhibited high 
affinity between the five temporal populations. Further statistical tests of five 
independent variables derived from principal components analysis also showed very few 
statistically significant differences (p<.05). Cluster analyses involving external 
populations portrayed greater affinity between populations from ancient Ireland than to 
Continental Celtic populations. The results strongly support biological continuity, raise 
questions about Irish culture and identity, and do not support a large-scale migration to 
Ireland by Iron Age Celts. 
 
Wells, Joanna, Adelphi University Session B 
“Adelphi Archaeological Survey and Excavations in the Susitna Valley, Alaska” 
Adelphi University, in cooperation with the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, continues a 
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multiyear investigation into the economic transition from early to late prehistoric cultures 
in the Middle Susitna Valley. Survey and test excavations including ongoing work at 
Trapper Creek Overlook (TAL-092) contribute to a refined chronology and abrupt 
transition from Pleistocene hunting to Late Holocene salmon harvesting and early 20th 
century Euroamerican settlement. The earliest evidence from the region indicates initial 
inhabitants were highly mobile with a sporadic presence. However, by the contact era, 
Ahtna and Dena’ina were semi-sedentary and intensively storing salmon as demonstrated 
in recently tested sites near Montana Creek. 
 
Whalen, Kathryn, University at Buffalo Session I 
“Changing Fashions and Changing Identities in Early Modern Ulster” 
The Early Modern Period in the British Isles was a time of tumultuous changes. 
Traditional political, social, religious, and economic structures were drastically altered 
from the previous medieval models, paving the way for the structures, relationships, 
alliances, and conflicts that we see on the world stage today. While some of these 
changes are writ large over the globe, like the colonization of the Americas by the 
Europeans, others played out on a much smaller and more intimate scale, like the 
adoption of British tablescapes in Ulster. While these changes in fashionable tablewares 
may seem inconsequential, they represent the operationalization of larger, more 
abstracted changes in economics, identity, and politics. This paper looks at preliminary 
data regarding tablescape changes between the 1650s and 1750s, in the area that is now 
Northern Ireland, and the possible implications on identity politics during this time. 
 
Whelehan, Patricia, SUNY Potsdam Session L 
“Anthropology: From Classroom to the Community -Discussant” 
This session is actually comprised of a panel of students with a faculty advisor who have 
and continue to use their class-based knowledge of anthropology in a variety of contexts, 
including illustrating the importance of anthropology to the non-academic community. 
Consistently since 2011, a liberal arts education and degree, and specifically 
Anthropology, have come under attack from various sources as to their usefulness in 
today’s market economy and global environment. Students from both Anthropology 
Department classes at SUNY Potsdam and programs on the campus will discuss their 
classroom and applied work on campus and in the larger community to demonstrate the 
usefulness, impact, and positive dimensions of both earning a BA in anthropology and 
how it can be used to enhance community relations and programs. 
 
Wilson, Nicole, SUNY the College at Brockport Session P 
“The McKendry Site” 
The McKendry site is located on private land in the Village of Irving, Town of Hanover, 
Chautauqua County, New York. The site is multi-occupational; artifacts date between 
approximately 6,000 BP through the duration of the Historic period. The McKendry site 
was excavated during the 1990s by a small, dedicated group of volunteers and 
advocational archaeologists. Thousands of artifacts recovered from the McKendry site, 
site records and field notes were donated to the University at Buffalo, Marian White 
Museum of Anthropology by Mr. McKendry in 2006. Graduate and undergraduate 
students and staff from the University at Buffalo and the College at Brockport have spent 
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the past few years reconstructing the site and it’s artifacts. This cooperate research 
illustrates the usefulness of old collections. Many of the artifacts donated had never been 
clean or organized, which allowed for hundreds of internship hours and became a 
wonderful training tool for students. Old collections can also provide valuable 
archaeological information. This presentation will focus on the Historic aspect of the 
McKendry site, which dates to the early 19th century and is one of the few known 
Historic Seneca sites in Hanover. 
 
Wygal, Brian T., Adelphi University Session B 
Paper 1 
“Adelphi Archaeological Survey and Excavations in the Susitna Valley, Alaska” 
Adelphi University, in cooperation with the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, continues a 
multiyear investigation into the economic transition from early to late prehistoric cultures 
in the Middle Susitna Valley. Survey and test excavations including ongoing work at 
Trapper Creek Overlook (TAL-092) contribute to a refined chronology and abrupt 
transition from Pleistocene hunting to Late Holocene salmon harvesting and early 20th 
century Euroamerican settlement. The earliest evidence from the region indicates initial 
inhabitants were highly mobile with a sporadic presence. However, by the contact era, 
Ahtna and Dena’ina were semi-sedentary and intensively storing salmon as demonstrated 
in recently tested sites near Montana Creek. 
Paper 2 
“Neandertal Extinction in the Caucasus” 
This paper reviews the most recent publications on the extinction of Neandertals based on 
competing climatic and interbreeding hypotheses using the Caucasus region as a case 
study for wider Eurasia. I conclude that the small percentage of archaic alleles observed 
in contemporary Europeans is the result of genetic retention from a shared common 
ancestor and not from modern human admixture with Neandertals. Thus, the extinction of 
Neandertals was the result of numerous local population collapses exacerbated by an 
inability to adapt to rapid environmental changes and not genetic swamping by modern 
humans 
 

Organized  Session,  Panel,   and  Workshop  Abstracts  
	  

Session	  E	   The	  Coop’s	  Pork	  and	  Fish	  Site:	  Life	  at	  an	  Early	  Farmstead	  on	  the	  Great	  Chazy	  River	  
Andrew	  Black,	  
SUNY	  
Plattsburgh	  

The	  Coop’s	  Pork	  and	  Fish	  Site	  is	  an	  early,	  single	  family	  farm	  settlement	  on	  the	  banks	  
of	  the	  Great	  Chazy	  River	  in	  Champlain,	  NY	  that	  was	  occupied	  circa	  1800-‐the	  early	  
1830s.	  The	  isolated	  location	  of	  the	  site,	  as	  well	  as	  unusually	  good	  preservation	  has	  
yielded	  a	  rich	  artifactual	  assemblage	  as	  well	  as	  preserved	  architectural	  features.	  
Our	  ongoing	  research	  is	  giving	  us	  new	  insights	  into	  the	  personal	  lives	  of	  these	  early	  
settlers,	  as	  well	  as	  information	  on	  how	  trade	  sanctions	  between	  the	  United	  States	  
and	  Britain	  from	  1806-‐1815	  affected	  local	  economies.	  

	   	  
Session	  F	   People,	  places,	  and	  things:	  Anthropological	  approaches	  to	  the	  study	  of	  cultural	  

and	  physical	  landscapes	  
Hadley	   This	  session	  showcases	  the	  varied	  approaches	  that	  anthropologists	  across	  the	  
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Kruczek-‐Aaron,	  
SUNY	  Potsdam	  
Tim	  Messner,	  
SUNY	  Potsdam	  

discipline	  have	  taken	  to	  explore	  the	  complex	  relationship	  of	  people	  to	  place.	  
Whether	  considering	  the	  impacts	  that	  humans	  have	  on	  the	  natural	  environment,	  or	  
highlighting	  the	  ways	  that	  space	  and	  place	  structure	  human	  experience	  and	  cultural	  
expression,	  the	  contributors	  will	  present	  case	  studies	  that	  reveal	  the	  ways	  that	  
cultural	  and	  physical	  landscapes	  intersect	  and	  overlap	  in	  both	  the	  past	  and	  present.	  

	   	  
Session	  H	   Plagues,	  Pots,	  People,	  and	  Rocks:	  Undergraduate	  Anthropology	  Research	  At	  SUNY	  

Plattsburgh	  
Taylor	  Testa	  
and	  Brennan	  
Chambers	  

The	  discipline	  of	  Anthropology	  focuses	  on	  a	  wide	  range	  subjects	  and	  concepts.	  This	  
perspective	  is	  reflected	  in	  the	  undergraduate	  projects	  pursued	  at	  SUNY	  Plattsburgh.	  
All	  of	  these	  projects	  deal	  with	  how	  different	  populations,	  or	  microcultures,	  endure	  
cultural,	  environmental,	  and	  social	  changes	  and	  the	  changes	  these	  cause	  in	  their	  
landscapes	  and	  lives.	  This	  session	  reflects	  the	  diversity	  of	  Anthropology	  by	  
examining	  archaeological	  datasets,	  biophysical	  aspects,	  and	  cultural	  perspectives	  of	  
identity.	  This	  session	  will	  focus	  on	  research	  projects	  done	  by	  SUNY	  Plattsburgh	  
seniors	  as	  part	  of	  their	  required	  Senior	  Research	  Seminar,	  or	  capstone	  project.	  
However,	  these	  students	  are	  all	  interested	  in	  the	  different	  subfields	  of	  
anthropology	  so	  this	  session	  will	  have	  speakers	  focused	  on	  biophysical	  
anthropology,	  cultural	  anthropology,	  social	  anthropology,	  and	  archaeology.	  One	  
student	  studied	  young	  people	  who	  had	  left	  a	  socially	  isolated	  religious	  group	  and	  
how	  this	  change	  affected	  their	  self-‐identification	  and	  how	  they	  adapted	  to	  their	  
new	  socio-‐cultural	  surroundings.	  Another	  studied	  the	  birth	  control	  choices	  of	  young	  
women	  on	  a	  college	  campus	  and	  how	  they	  decided	  on	  their	  methods	  as	  well	  as	  
their	  satisfaction	  with	  them	  and	  the	  process	  of	  selecting	  birth	  control.	  One	  student	  
analyzed	  local	  cemetery	  records	  to	  determine	  the	  spikes	  in	  infant	  mortality	  and	  
how	  they	  compared	  to	  historic	  accounts	  of	  disease	  epidemics	  in	  the	  area.	  Also,	  two	  
students	  studied	  the	  archaeological	  assemblage	  from	  a	  prehistoric	  site	  near	  
Plattsburgh,	  with	  one	  analyzing	  the	  St.	  Lawrence	  Iroquois	  ceramic	  remains	  and	  the	  
other	  studying	  the	  production	  methods	  of	  the	  lithic	  assemblage.	  While	  these	  
projects	  may	  not	  seem	  related,	  they	  all	  deal	  with	  external	  and	  internal	  change	  and	  
our	  adaptation	  to	  it.	  Also,	  all	  of	  these	  students	  weathered	  their	  first	  “storm”	  of	  
doing	  original	  research	  together.	  
	  

Session	  I	   Weathering	  Change	  along	  the	  Atlantic	  Façade	  
Kathryn	  
Whalen,	  
University	  at	  
Buffalo,	  and	  
Erin	  McDonald,	  
University	  at	  
Buffalo	  

The	  Atlantic	  Façade	  has	  weathered	  many	  a	  storm	  over	  the	  past	  few	  millennia.	  This	  
session	  is	  a	  collection	  of	  papers	  looking	  at	  various	  changes	  along	  this	  area	  over	  a	  
wide	  range	  of	  times	  and	  anthropological	  topics.	  From	  anthropogenic	  landscape	  
change,	  to	  the	  changes	  in	  tableware	  fashions,	  the	  session	  addresses	  this	  year’s	  
theme	  metaphorically.	  Its	  uniting	  thread	  is	  the	  geographic	  location	  of	  
consideration.	  

	   	  
Session	  L	   Anthropology:	  From	  Classroom	  to	  the	  Community	  
Patricia	  
Whelehan,	  
SUNY-‐Potsdam	  

This	  session	  is	  actually	  comprised	  of	  a	  panel	  of	  students	  with	  a	  faculty	  advisor	  who	  
have	  and	  continue	  to	  use	  their	  class-‐based	  knowledge	  of	  anthropology	  in	  a	  variety	  
of	  contexts,	  including	  illustrating	  the	  importance	  of	  anthropology	  to	  the	  non-‐
academic	  community.	  
Consistently	  since	  2011,	  a	  liberal	  arts	  education	  and	  degree,	  and	  specifically	  
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Anthropology,	  have	  come	  under	  attack	  from	  various	  sources	  as	  to	  their	  usefulness	  
in	  today’s	  market	  economy	  and	  global	  environment.	  Students	  from	  both	  
Anthropology	  Department	  classes	  at	  SUNY	  Potsdam	  and	  programs	  on	  the	  campus	  
will	  discuss	  their	  classroom	  and	  applied	  work	  on	  campus	  and	  in	  the	  larger	  
community	  to	  demonstrate	  the	  usefulness,	  impact,	  and	  positive	  dimensions	  of	  both	  
earning	  a	  BA	  in	  anthropology	  and	  how	  it	  can	  be	  used	  to	  enhance	  community	  
relations	  and	  programs.	  

	   	  
Session	  O	   Beyond	  the	  Frame:	  New	  Places,	  Spaces,	  and	  Practices	  for	  Ethnographic	  Work	  
Colleen	  Cohen,	  
Vassar	  College	  
and	  Benjamin	  
Smith,	  Vassar	  
College	  

The	  papers	  in	  this	  panel	  represent	  innovative	  forms	  of	  research	  and	  ethnographic	  
practice,	  grounded	  in	  original	  fieldwork	  at	  the	  undergraduate	  level.	  They	  are	  united	  
by	  their	  concern	  for	  pushing	  beyond	  conventional	  notions	  of	  the	  field,	  ritual	  space,	  
and	  ethnographic	  representation.	  They	  illuminate	  how	  models	  of	  community	  and	  
identity	  shift	  in	  virtual	  environments	  such	  as	  4chan,	  Minecraft,	  and	  Secret	  Builders,	  
how	  the	  beauty	  pageant	  stage	  transforms	  and	  reproduces	  Samoan	  values	  
surrounding	  gender	  and	  the	  family,	  and	  how	  non-‐conventional	  modes	  of	  
ethnographic	  presentation	  –	  e.g.,	  fiction,	  drama	  –	  reveal	  the	  politics	  and	  practice	  of	  
gender	  in	  the	  United	  States	  as	  well	  as	  the	  experience	  of	  borders	  and	  border	  
crossing	  in	  Canada.	  The	  papers	  in	  this	  session	  provide	  the	  basis	  for	  a	  discussion	  of	  
the	  role	  of	  original	  fieldwork	  in	  the	  undergraduate	  experience,	  particularly	  
opportunities	  provided	  by	  virtually	  mediated	  social	  worlds;	  the	  importance	  of	  
expanding	  anthropological	  concepts	  such	  as	  ritual	  to	  new	  performative	  spaces;	  and	  
the	  possibilities	  that	  inhere	  in	  different	  modes	  of	  presenting	  ethnographic	  
materials.	  

	   	  
Friday	  1-‐
2:00pm	  

From	  Learning	  Goals	  to	  Syllabus	  Creation:	  An	  Anthropology	  Course	  Design	  
Workshop	  

Matthew	  
Trevett-‐Smith,	  
University	  of	  
Virginia	  

Are	  you	  considering	  a	  teaching	  career,	  but	  don’t	  know	  where	  to	  begin	  designing	  an	  
anthropology	  course?	  	  Will	  you	  begin	  a	  teaching	  assistantship	  or	  faculty	  position	  for	  
the	  first	  time?	  	  Or,	  perhaps	  you	  have	  been	  teaching	  the	  same	  course	  for	  years,	  and	  
are	  looking	  to	  change	  things	  up.	  	  If	  you	  answered	  yes	  to	  any	  of	  these	  questions,	  
then	  this	  workshop	  is	  for	  you!	  	  During	  this	  60-‐minute	  session	  you	  will:	  identify	  your	  
student	  learning	  objectives,	  construct	  effective	  and	  accurate	  assessment	  strategies,	  
and	  establish	  active	  learning	  activities	  that	  help	  your	  students	  achieve	  their	  learning	  
potential.	  	  I	  will	  also	  provide	  resources	  to	  guide	  you	  through	  the	  syllabus	  design	  
process.	  

	   	  
Friday	  1-‐
2:00pm	  

Career	  Advice	  for	  Undergraduates	  

Alan	  Hersker	  
(SUNY	  
Potsdam),	  
Jessica	  
Skolnikof	  
(Roger	  
Williams	  
University)	  

Is	  anthropology	  a	  good	  preparation	  for	  a	  career?	  What	  are	  my	  options	  when	  I	  
graduate	  with	  a	  B.	  A.	  in	  anthropology?	  How	  do	  I	  prepare	  while	  in	  university?	  How	  
do	  I	  find	  an	  employer	  and	  convince	  him/her	  to	  hire	  me?	  Should	  I	  go	  to	  graduate	  
school?	  Where?	  Drawing	  on	  the	  work	  and	  wisdom	  of	  John	  Omohundro	  (SUNY	  
Potsdam,	  emeritus),	  these	  and	  other	  questions	  will	  be	  addressed	  by	  three	  
anthropologists	  who	  have	  been	  advising	  undergraduates	  and	  tracking	  their	  careers	  
for	  over	  a	  quarter	  century.	  Other	  professional	  and	  avocational	  anthropologists	  are	  
welcome	  to	  attend	  and	  put	  in	  their	  oar.	  
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Friday	  6-‐
8:00pm	  

NEAA	  Undergraduate	  Meet	  and	  Greet	  

	   SUNY	  Potsdam	  Anthropology	  Club	  will	  be	  hosting	  an	  Undergraduate	  Meet	  and	  
Greet	  Friday	  at	  6pm.	  	  Students	  and	  other	  members	  will	  get	  the	  opportunity	  to	  
network	  with	  each	  other	  in	  a	  relaxed	  setting.	  	  Come	  and	  enjoy	  some	  pizza	  and	  
Anthropology	  Jeopardy.	  

	   	  
Saturday	  9-‐
10:00am	  

Faculty,	  Professional,	  and	  Practicing	  Anthropologist	  Network	  Coffee	  

	   This	  event	  is	  designed	  to	  facilitate	  networking	  among	  faculty,	  professional,	  and	  
practicing	  anthropologists.	  	  The	  coffee	  meeting	  provides	  time	  to	  discuss	  directions,	  
issues,	  and	  developments	  within	  the	  field	  of	  anthropology	  and	  then	  break	  off	  to	  
join	  the	  day’s	  sessions.	  	  

	   	  
Saturday	  3-‐
4:00pm	  

Public	  Anthropology:	  A	  Presidential	  View	  

Donald	  Pollock,	  
SUNY	  Buffalo;	  
Alan	  Hersker,	  
SUNY	  Potsdam;	  
Pierre	  
Morenon,	  
Rhode	  Island	  
College	  

The	  current	  NEAA	  President	  (Pollock),	  Past-‐President	  (Morenon),	  and	  President-‐
Elect	  (Hersker)	  will	  each	  address	  the	  notion	  of	  a	  'public	  anthropology'	  and	  the	  
possibilities	  for	  thinking	  of	  anthropology	  as	  a	  discipline	  that	  can	  engage	  directly	  
with	  social	  and	  cultural	  issues.	  The	  presenters	  represent	  perspectives	  on	  medical	  
anthropology	  and	  global	  health;	  archaeology	  in	  several	  forms,	  including	  CRM	  and	  
historical	  archaeology,	  organizational	  anthropology,	  and	  heritage	  management.	  At	  
a	  time	  when	  the	  relevance	  and	  value	  of	  anthropology	  is	  being	  challenged,	  and	  
when	  students	  are	  often	  confronted	  with	  questions	  of	  the	  use	  of	  anthropology,	  a	  
view	  of	  anthropology	  as	  a	  major	  participant	  in	  public	  discourse,	  debate,	  and	  
deliberation	  may	  offer	  some	  hope	  for	  the	  future	  of	  our	  field	  
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Keynote  
	  

We	  hope	  you	  will	  join	  us	  for	  this	  year’s	  keynote	  speaker;	  Dr.	  John	  Omohundro,	  Professor	  Emeritus,	  
Department	  of	  Anthropology,	  SUNY	  Potsdam.	  

Dr.	  Omohundro	  will	  be	  speaking	  on:	  

	  

“Tradition	  and	  Uncertainty”	  

	  

I	  started	  my	  career	  looking	  at	  immigrant	  Chinese	  (Fukienese)	  culture	  as	  a	  toolkit	  for	  surviving	  a	  hostile	  
and	  uncertain	  but	  potentially	  rewarding	  environment	  in	  the	  host	  country,	  Philippines.	  	  Soon,	  “disaster,”	  
practically	   in	  my	  backyard,	   redirected	  my	  anthropological	   career.	   	   Then	   I	  discovered	   the	   topics	  of	   risk	  
and	   uncertainty	   in	   geography,	   economics,	   psychology,	   anthropology	   (particularly	   among	   scholars	   of	  
agricultural	  communities).	  	  The	  Sahelian	  famine,	  Katrina,	  global	  climate	  change…	  every	  decade	  delivered	  
shocks	  revealing	  a	  bit	  more	  to	  me	  about	  how	  communities	  anticipate	  and	  cope.	  If	  we	  think	  of	  culture	  as	  
made	  up	  of	  traditions,	  meaning	  shared,	  valued	  ideas	  about	  how	  to	  interpret	  events	  and	  perform	  action,	  
then	  how	  well	  do	  those	  traditions	  cope	  with	  uncertainty?	  Do	  some	  cultures	  confront	  more	  uncertainty	  
than	  others	  do?	  Are	  some	  cultures	  more	  successful	  at	  coping	  with	  uncertainty	  than	  others	  are?	  Do	  they	  
get	   better	  with	   experience?	   And	   how	   good	   are	   anthropologists,	   compared	   say	   to	   engineers,	   doctors,	  
geologists,	   or	   economists,	   at	   coping	  with	   uncertainty?	   I	  will	   ruminate	   on	   these	   ideas	   for	   a	  mercifully	  
brief	  interval	  while	  you	  ruminate	  on	  your	  salad.	  

	  

Dr.	  Omohundro’s	  address	  will	  follow	  the	  Conference	  Banquet	  at	  6:30pm	  in	  Thatcher	  Hall.	  	  

Banquet	  tickets	  are	  not	  required	  to	  hear	  Dr.	  Omohundro	  speak.	  
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Special   Thanks  and  Acknowledgements  
	  

We	  would	  like	  to	  extend	  special	  thanks	  to	  the	  following	  groups	  and	  people	  without	  whose	  assistance	  
this	  conference	  would	  not	  have	  been	  possible.	  	  

• All	  our	  volunteers	  
• St.	  Lawrence	  University	  
• SUNY	  Plattsburgh	  
• PACES	  
• Dr.	  Steven	  Marqusee,	  Dean	  of	  Arts	  and	  Sciences	  SUNY	  Potsdam	  
• Dr.	  Margaret	  Madden,	  Provost	  SUNY	  Potsdam	  
• Nancy	  Hess,	  Coordinator	  of	  Conference	  and	  Special	  Programming	  SUNY	  Potsdam	  
• Dr.	  Andrew	  Buckser,	  Dean	  of	  Arts	  and	  Sciences	  SUNY	  Plattsburgh	  
• Rebecca	  Belton	  
• Sarah	  Skinner	  
• North	  Country	  Now	  
• Cornell	  University	  Press	  
• W.	  W.	  Norton	  &	  Company,	  Inc.	  
• Native	  North	  American	  Travelling	  College	  –	  Akwesasne	  
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Computer  Access/Wi-‐Fi   
	  

Each	  session	  room	  is	  equipped	  with	  a	  smart	  podium	  and	  projection	  screen.	  We	  encourage	  all	  session	  
participants	  to	  arrive	  at	  their	  sessions	  early	  to	  allow	  ample	  time	  to	  load	  any	  visual	  presentations	  onto	  
the	  common	  desktop.	  To	  avoid	  switching	  between	  Mac	  and	  PC	  we	  ask	  that	  presenters	  load	  any	  
presentations	  under	  the	  PC	  boot	  option.	  Volunteers	  will	  be	  available	  in	  each	  session	  room	  to	  assist	  if	  
needed.	  	  

To	  sign	  onto	  any	  of	  the	  session	  room	  podiums	  you	  should	  use	  either	  of	  the	  following	  usernames	  and	  
passwords.	  	  

Username:	  xguest1	  

Password:	  potsdam1816	  

or	  

Username:	  courts	  

Password:	  conference	  

This	  username	  and	  password	  can	  also	  be	  used	  to	  sign-‐onto	  the	  campus	  wide	  Wi-‐Fi	  network	  (w@sp).	  	  


